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NARTM 
Chairman’s Corner 
Dennis Talbot 

In the last Newslink I broke the news that David Sheppard was to start working as a 
contractor to NARTM to give a boost to the Scoring and Grading process under which we 
plan to assess all vehicles which are part of NARTM members’ collections.  Using his 
expertise gained with the BBC David will also work on NARTM’s social media presence, 
produce podcasts and do some work to update our website.  After a short delay David 
started this work in July and one of his first tasks was to explain to me what a podcast is!  I 
hear about them frequently on the BBC, but I must have missed the bit where someone 
started off by explaining what they are all about and how I could listen.  We look forward to 
David’s input in all these areas in the coming months. 

To make the Scoring and Grading project work smoothly we really need you all to update 
the data we hold about the vehicles in your collection, otherwise when the coordinator 
visits they won’t be looking for the correct vehicles.  Thanks to the two thirds of members 
who have responded since January, but we really need to other third of you to follow suit, 
update the list sent out by the regional co-ordinators and return it to them.  If you are 
tempted to think that nothing has changed, think again, you would be amazed at the 
number of changes to be made after many updates.  Even if nothing has changed, we still 
need to know to ensure the database is up to date.  A recent members’ magazine listed the 
20 odd vehicles in their collection, which was very interesting and helpful – but our 
database shows over 70 vehicles listed under their name!  Some will have changed or 
moved away, but I hope they haven’t lost about 50 buses and coaches! 

The Autumn 2023 AGM and Conference will be hosted by the North West Vehicle 
Restoration trust who are based in Kirkby on Merseyside.  You may remember that they 
planned to host the Spring 2020 Conference and had assembled a great programme, but 
something happened to make us cancel at short notice – remember the pandemic?  We will 
work with James and his colleagues to put an enjoyable and informative weekend together 
and more details will be circulated soon. 

Fortunately, most of us are now over the pandemic and its effect on our museums and 
events and it is good to see reports in almost all the magazines I receive from you about 
increased visitor numbers, busiest days, more visiting vehicles, busier bus services and so 
on.  In Manchester we continue to see high numbers of visitors, especially on days when we 
run free bus services and in the school holidays.  The large majority of visitors are family 
groups, reflecting where we focus our social media posts and we also welcome a good 
number of overseas visitors, in line with one of the main aims of Marketing Manchester.  

Front cover: Western SMT AD1543 (MSD 407) - Leyland Titan PD3/3 is posed outside Western Cemetery, 
Perth Road, Dundee whilst on an Angus Transport Group outing.                          (Angus Transport Group).   
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Incidentally, thank you for continuing to send your magazines which are all of interest and it 
is always a struggle to decide which items to include in the column at the end of each 
Newslink.  You do keep our postman busy and I prefer to read a paper copy, but I also look 
forward to reading your copies sent by email, which does save paper and postage. If you 
send a copy of your magazine and would like me to send you our GMTS Journal by email, 
please let me know.  If you don’t already send a copy, then my email and postal addresses 
are at the end of this Newslink. 

An example of co-operation between NARTM members has 
been two pieces of assistance we have received recently 
from Graham Green of TVaGWOT who has provided 
information about timing the AEC 8.8 litre engine from our 
1939 Salford AEC Regent and also this morning a photocopy 
of a manual for a Crossley VR6 oil engine arrived.  Many 
thanks Graham. And for the next item on our wish list, we 
are restoring a 1934 Crossley Mancunian and it is coming 
on well, as shown in the picture.  A feature of pre-war 
Crossley buses was that the differential was on the offside, 
rather than the more usual nearside.  The bus was a 
caravan for many years and has no propellor shaft and 
particularly no centre bearing – the latter is different to all 
others in that it directs the drive to the offside. Does 
anyone have a spare in the depths of their stores please? 

An important topic I have mentioned before is the safeguarding of young people and 
vulnerable adults.  I have borrowed a useful item from the Isle of Wight Bus Museum 
magazine and you will find it in the ‘Around the Museums’ section of this Newslink. 

We recently had a fire safety inspection at the Museum of Transport from the Greater 
Manchester Fire and Rescue Service.  With a few advisory points they were pleased with 
what they found.  In conversation afterwards they asked what we would do if a visitor or 
member arrived on an electric scooter or cycle.  They quickly went on to say that such 
machines should not be stored inside the building except in an enclosed metal or concrete 
enclosure. This is due to the extremely rapid spread of fire which can result from a fire in a 
lithium ion battery and the flammable and toxic vapour that is released.  In our case we 
don’t have anywhere secure outside the building and it would be easy to helpfully offer 
secure storage inside the museum– as we do for prams and pedal cycles, but we have now 
issued instructions that visitors should not visit using these vehicles powered by lithium ion 
batteries. 

The firemen went on to say that electric cars can pose a similar risk and they are still 
developing methods of tackling fires in these cars, especially because after the fire appears 
to have been extinguished, it can reignite up to a week later.   

With those two cautionary items I will close by wishing everyone a safe and successful 
summer season, between the showers.  At least the rain is good for those of us with indoor 
venues! 
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Located in Dudley, West Midlands, the Black Country Living Museum is an open-air visitor 
attraction focusing on Black Country life from 1850s–1960s. It was established in 1975 and 
now welcomes over 350,000 visitors a year. 

The Museum’s storytelling inspires, entertains and informs every generation and is told 
through historical characters, buildings and objects, alongside seasonal and special events.  

Connecting the site together and assisting people in getting around is the Museum’s own 
tramway, trolleybus system and road network. As a living open-air museum, the operation 
of heritage vehicles is a core element of the offer and one which resonates with general 
visitors and enthusiasts alike. The sight, sound and smell of a vintage vehicle operating 
around the site provides a unique insight into what transport used to be like while helping 
to bring the site to life.  

Reflecting the rich transport heritage of the region, the Museum has the largest collection 
of publically accessible Black Country-made vehicles in the world. Famous motor 
manufacturers, such as AJS, Bean, Guy and Sunbeam, can be seen alongside lesser-known 
makes like DKR, Kieft and Star.  

Together, they provide an incredible snapshot of transport, from the early days of motoring 
up to the late 1960s. The ever-growing collection features everything from pushbikes to 
trolleybuses and can be broadly split into the following three themes: 

1. Passenger carrying vehicles, such as trams, trolley-buses and motor-buses.  

2. Private use vehicles, including cars, motorcycles, bicycles and horse carts. 

3. Commercial vehicles, such as vans and trucks. 

NARTM 
Members Focus 
Black Country Living Museum 
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Operating the passenger service on a daily basis presents many engineering and operational 
challenges. The Museum has a small fleet of three motor-buses, three trolley-buses and two 
trams, with the motor-buses in use the most often. These are on average over 60 years old 
and like most working vehicles in preservation are being operated well beyond their original 
intended life-span.  

As part of the Museum’s collection, they now cover far less miles at a more leisurely pace, 
however the cycle of wear and repair continues and, in some cases, can be even higher than 
when in service decades ago; one such example being the high number of daily engine stop/
starts. To try and mitigate some of these issues, age and fragility, along with cost and 
availability of replacement parts, are taken into account when considering frequency of use.  

As a working museum and a charity, we rely heavily on the expertise and knowledge of a 
small team of staff and volunteers. Spares are often difficult to source or unavailable and 
while bespoke solutions can usually be engineered, these can require long lead times, or be 
costly to implement.  

Being based in the West Midlands, we are fortunate to have a good number of engineering 
companies on our door step, along with several transport museums nearby that are often 
keen to help. However, continued access to specialist parts, skills, knowledge and advice is a 
long-term concern.  

In 2018, the Museum embarked on BCLM: Forging Ahead, a capital project enabling the 
Museum to tell previously unexplored stories, including the foundation of the NHS, the 
prosperity of the post-war era and the opportunities it gave; along with the arrival of new 
communities, and the exciting changes in social attitudes, fashion and music. 

Nearing completion, the building works associated with the new 1940s-60s Town, Industrial 
Quarter and Visitor Centre are complex and form the single largest development the 
museum has ever undertaken.  

Understandably, this has reduced the opportunity for trolley-bus operation, which has been 
restricted for most of the construction phase. For safety and practical reasons, live wiring 
has not been permitted due to contractors and plant working in close proximity. In addition, 
a section of tramway had to be lifted to allow truck access to the worksite, at its peak 
reaching more than 20 deliveries per day.  

In advance of the scaffold and hoardings 
coming down, the transport team have 
worked on a number of restoration 
projects to complement the new 
buildings. These have ranged from an ice-
cream ‘Stop me and buy one’ box tricycle, 
an Invacar (Invalid Carriage) painted in 
Ministry of Health blue, to a pedestrian 
controlled electric milk cart known as a 
‘Graiseley’.  
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Trow’s Ice-cream box tricycle 



 

 NARTM Newslink 119 - August 2023 

 

6 

Believed to be one of only three 
such surviving examples, the 
Graiseley was made by Diamond 
Motors Ltd, Wolverhampton, in 
1950. Small commercial electric 
vehicles like these were once a 
common sight around town and city 
streets, being used by a range of 
businesses, including dairies, 
bakeries and groceries, as well as in 
factories.  

Ideal for stop-start deliveries over 
short distances, they were popular 
due to their manoeuvrability, rapid 

acceleration, and ease of use. When fully charged the Museum’s milk cart can travel up to 
12-14 miles, carry 500+ pints, and reach a top speed of around 4 mph. A good walking 
pace!  

Another restoration project 
currently in progress is West 
Bromwich 32. Built in 1929, 
this motor-bus is based on a 
Dennis ‘E-type’ chassis with a 
32 seater Dixon built forward-
entrance/exit body. It was one 
of five buses purchased to 
replace single-deck trams that 
ran on the Spon and Bromford 
‘Lanes’ routes in the West 
Bromwich area until the 
outbreak of WW2. The bus 
was then converted for use as 
an ambulance.  

Upon cessation of hostilities, it went back into passenger service before being retired from 
daily operation in November 1948. It remained with the transport corporation and 
appeared as part of the Festival of Britain celebrations in 1951, before being preserved in 
1964. Building on the work of many people subsequently associated with the bus, the plan 
is to get it restored to a good standard and roadworthy again within the next 12 months. 

With the construction of BCLM: Forging Ahead Phase 1 nearing completion, the new 
buildings provide an even bigger stage for visitors to immerse themselves in history, with 
transport at the heart of that experience. The aim is to resume a regular trolley-bus 
service later this year, followed by the reintroduction of the tramway in 2024. 

Graiseley electric cart 

West Bromwich 32 
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Cultural Enterprises retail consultancy 

Introducing a new tailored consultancy service from the Association 
for Cultural Enterprises, offering expert advice and 
insight on product development and branding for retail, both in store and online. Ideal for 
smaller museums looking to develop their retail offer, get support to understand your 
customers and future goals, discover new routes to market and develop creative solutions 
that will help grow your retail business. 

Dogs in museums? 

When it comes to allowing dogs in museums, it can be tricky to get the balance right 
between being welcoming to four-legged visitors and potential disruption. To help any AIM 
members forming their dog policy, we asked the AIM Twitter network for their help and 
have put together some points to consider. 

Be part of Silver Sunday 

Silver Sunday is a day dedicated to older people. Fun and free activities are held across the 
UK where older people can make new friends, visit new places, try new activities and 
connect with other generations in their local communities. Taking place on Sunday 1 
October, museums and heritage venues are invited to get involved. 

Modern Apprenticeships 

A Modern Apprenticeship is a job which enables people in Scotland between the ages of 16 
to 29 years old to earn a wage and gain an industry-recognised qualification through work-
based learning. Modern Apprenticeships help to bring fresh ideas into museums and create 
paid opportunities for young people to learn new skills. In this Modern Apprenticeship 
video from Museums Galleries Scotland, watch Beth, Alasdair, Noel, and Paul talk about 
their experience of Modern Apprenticeships in museums. They share the skills, knowledge, 
and understanding this qualification has given them and the value for museums of hosting 
and employing Modern Apprentices. 
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Print deadline for next issue: 12 November 2023 

NARTM 
News and Information 

More news from AIM and other organisations is available on our  
website under Preservation News 

News and information, from the Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs and the 
Association of Independent Museums. 
Thanks as ever to Joyce and Paul Jefford for supplying a regular news feed of useful items 
from the above organisations.   
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Spark! applications now open 

Strengthen your professional and personal resilience with our programme of support and 
development for independent museum leaders. 
 
AIM’s Spark! programme enables you to share your challenges and opportunities with a 
small peer group of museum directors and senior leaders. It is perfect if you are looking to 
reignite your creativity, re-energise your teams and face the future for your organisation 
with confidence. 
   
The programme is running from October 2023 - January 2024 with all sessions delivered 
online by our expert consultants. The closing date for applications is 15 September. 
 

Museums Association ENews  

Elizabeth McKay to head up London Transport Museum 

London Transport Museum has appointed Elizabeth McKay as its new director and CEO. 
McKay will succeed Sam Mullins, who is stepping down in August after 29 years at the 
helm.  

McKay takes up the role after five years as the museum’s chief operating officer and deputy 
director. She joined the London Transport Museum in 2018, leading a programme of 
strategic renewal to articulate the organisation’s charitable purpose. 

McKay has since overseen the 
museum's long-term approach 
to capital investment, gallery 
planning and design, and played 
a central role in developing its 
journey to reach net zero by 
2030. She has also steered the 
museum’s strategic focus on 
creating an inclusive culture to 
engage diverse audiences.  

She has spearheaded ongoing 
efforts to engage London’s 
communities with the museum’s collection and the histories it represents, starting with the 
opening of the Legacies: London Transport’s Caribbean Workforce exhibition in 2022.  

McKay also played a vital role in guiding London Transport Museum through the impact of 
the pandemic. The institution has now regained its position of creative, operational, 
commercial and financial strength and welcomed back 100% of its pre-pandemic visitor 
numbers in 2022-23. 

Over the past 12 months, McKay has helped develop the museum’s new five-year strategy. 
The plan will engage audiences with a programme of exhibitions and events exploring 
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London’s history and introduce new future-focused content and experiences to expand the 
museum's offer and reach.  

McKay said: "I am excited at the opportunity to lead London Transport Museum as its next 
director and CEO at such a major moment in its history. Our new five-year strategy is 
underpinned by a vision of inclusion and relevance. It will begin our next chapter as we use 
our extraordinary collection as a springboard to ignite people’s curiosity and get them 
excited about shaping the future of our city. 

"I’m keen to dial up our storytelling to engage audiences with fresh, relevant content, and I 
am committed to delivering outstanding outcomes for young people in the areas that really 
matter to them: their safety, their future careers and their enthusiasm to create a greener, 
more sustainable world. I plan to increase our reach to new audiences who reflect the 
multicultural breadth and diversity of London, and to expand to new audiences outside the 
UK." 

Before joining the museum, McKay was chief learning and engagement officer at Historic 
Royal Palaces, where she delivered a new strategy and change programme that doubled 
audience reach onsite, offsite and online. 

From FBHVC News  

London ULEZ 

As controversy gathers over plans to expand London’s ULEZ on 29 
August 2023, I have previously spent much time on explaining the 
Federation’s rationale for not actively campaigning for an 
extension of exemptions to younger classics, i.e. those 30 years old or more. I won’t 
rehearse those arguments again (see Issue 2/2023) but would note that the coalition of five 
outer London councils who oppose the expansion have been successful in the first stage of 
their judicial challenge. Claims or applications for Judicial Review of a public authority 
decision require permission to proceed to a full hearing and these councils have at least 
passed that stage. They claim that the mayor has failed to follow his laid down statutory 
procedures and did not properly consider the impact of the expansion on motorists in the 
counties immediately bordering Greater London on issues such as subsidies for replacement 
vehicles. Although HVs are obviously our main focus, we will keep an eye on developments 
in relation to this initiative.  

ZEV Mandate (Zero Emissions Vehicles) 
 
We are all aware of the government (and opposition parties’) commitment to end the sale 
of all new petrol and diesel cars and vans by 2030, and for all new cars and vans to be zero 
emission (ZEV) in use by 2035. To further encourage EV uptake (and discourage us 
continuing to buy ICE vehicles up to the deadline) the government is phasing in measures to 
increase sales of EV and depress sales of ICE. 
From 1 January 2024, ZEV targets will require an increasing percentage of a manufacturer’s 
annual new car and van sales in the UK to be zero emission until reaching 100% in 2035.  
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The relevance to our community is of course the continued availability of fuel and 
servicing into the future and therefore we have an interest in monitoring how the 
situation develops including public attitudes to increasing pressure to change. 

MOT 

To those who remain sceptical about the wisdom of MOT exemptions, I 
would like to stress that the Federation is in no way condoning 
carelessness or neglect by HV owners. I would like to remind everyone 
that the price for this regulatory burden being lifted is vigilance and 
effort on our part to look after our vehicles. We all remain liable in 
Road Traffic law for the roadworthiness of our vehicles and we risk our 
insurance policies being voided if we are in breach of the law. 

However, (written in relation to journeys abroad but relevant to UK use) we also 
considered that a voluntary test would be a wise precaution for two principal reasons. The 
first is to provide a degree of reassurance that the vehicle is fit for the journey and has no 
obvious issues. The second is that in the event of an accident, there is some supporting 
evidence that the car had recently been found roadworthy by an independent source.  

Guide to Clean Air Zones (CAZ) 

To add to the newly updated FBHVC website page with its comprehensive guide to the 
growing number of Clean Air and Low Emissions Zones (CAZ and LEZ) 
in the UK and of course the Government website which is the 
authoritative source, I would like to put in a small plug for an 
additional commentary on the topic. Though by no means a formal 
database and likely to become dated quite quickly, Autocar 
published a readable commentary on this area, and I am sure they 
will not mind me including a link. https://www.autocar.co.uk/car-
news/electric-cars/clean-air-zones-what-you-need-know England or 
bit.ly/46qDs1S 

Fuel Additives 

The FBHVC was instrumental in testing aftermarket lead replacement additives for 
unleaded petrol and corrosion inhibitors for ethanol containing petrol and historically 
endorsed several fuel additives. The FBHVC continues to support the use of aftermarket 
additives for lead replacement and corrosion protection where appropriate. Fuel additive 
approval requires extensive performance and no-harm testing to validate performance 
claims and safe use in classic and historic vehicles. The FBHVC has therefore decided to 
cease endorsement of aftermarket fuel additives as it is difficult keep up to date with fuel 
additive formulation and performance claim changes and is expensive to test their 
respective performance in classic and historic vehicles. 

Antifreeze – Something to Think About in Summer 

As the fine weather of Spring slowly displaced the incessant rain, the Federation received 
a query about antifreeze from one obviously far-sighted club. 
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Technology moves forward and new products are constantly being launched with claims to 
improved formulations and performance. There are some alarming stories around relating 
to the use of some of these in historic vehicles which go beyond the well-known tendency 
of antifreeze to find the tiniest hole and cause leaks and in some cases lead to catastrophic 
engine problems. 

Traditional blue ethylene glycol is a toxic but highly effective antifreeze and contains 
silicates as an inhibitor to help prevent corrosion in an engine with mixed metals in its make
-up.  Bluecol and Blue Star are well known brand names and both are declared suitable for 
‘classic cars’ on their company websites. Halfords also sells this type of anti-freeze with its 
own branding. 

Beware that there are also low- or no-silicate ethylene glycol formulations (usually red) 
available which may not be suitable for all engines. 

Propylene glycol is another well-known and less toxic antifreeze formula and usually 
contains silicates but Comma, the main manufacturer, has now discontinued it in favour of 
an ethylene glycol product containing ‘bittering agents’ to make it less palatable and 
minimise the risk of accidental poisoning. 

Both of the above products use inorganic additive technology (IAT). 

Recently problems have been reported concerning the use of antifreeze mixtures using 
organic acid technology (OAT). OAT was introduced in the mid-1990s and the products are 
biodegradable, recyclable and do not contain either silicates or phosphates and are 
designed to be longer lasting. However, these products do seem to cause problems in older 
engines. 

Over and above the ability of antifreeze to find the smallest crevice and leak, OAT 
antifreezes have been accused of destroying seals and gaskets and causing a great deal of 
damage in ‘old’ engines. For this reason, the manufacturers do not recommend their use 
in historic vehicles. These products are usually coloured red, pink or orange. 

The final category is HOAT. These products use hybrid organic acid technology (HOAT) in an 
ethylene glycol base with some silicates in the formulation alongside the organic corrosion 
inhibitors. The product is usually coloured green and is not recommended for use in 
historic vehicles. 

Thus, the FBHVC advice remains: 

• Only use blue coloured IAT usually coloured blue but can be green antifreeze in historic 
vehicles. 

• Only use OAT products (‘advanced’ or ‘long life’ antifreeze) if the vehicle used it when 
new and if specifically directed by the vehicle’s manufacturer. 

• Never mix different types of antifreeze without thoroughly flushing out the system. 

• Always use the correct amount of anti-freeze for year-round protection and replace the 
coolant within the time scale specified by the antifreeze manufacturer as the corrosion 
inhibitors deplete over time. 
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Scoring and Grading, Podcasting and Evolving… 

The Exciting Road Ahead for NARTM Members By David Sheppard 

At last – a reunion I’ve actually been looking forward to…  

It’s lovely to be back in the bosom of Newslink. Long-time readers may remember that I 
served as Editor from 2012 to 2015 and as a Trustee and Director of NARTM for some 
time beyond that. The pressure of a busy career in the media left me short of time to 
continue, particularly as it resulted in a semi-nocturnal existence. However, I have kept 
a close interest in NARTM ever since and, as some will know, I have continued to make 
a solid contribution to bus preservation through my own personal collection of vehicles 
and as a Trustee of the Thames Valley & Great Western Omnibus Trust. Having more 
recently decided to leave the BBC, I have now embarked on a freelance career which 
offers more freedom to get involved with things that excite me, so… here I am! 

One of the more ambitious NARTM projects I remember in the pipeline from my earlier 
tenure was the work to score and grade the nation’s historic road vehicles. Scoring and 
Grading are already common practices in other parts of the heritage sector, used to 
identify and protect the most important survivors and, more widely, as a tool to inform 
decision making for the benefit of the national picture. Historic buildings have a 
grading system that is well known to the public. Other forms of heritage transport, 
such as preserved ships and planes, also have their own established Scoring and 
Grading systems which are used to determine funding priorities and, ultimately, ensure 
the continued survival of the more historically important examples. Historic buses and 
coaches have not yet benefitted from such a system and it was no surprise when 
NARTM was approached by the (then) Heritage Lottery Fund and encouraged to 
develop such a Scoring and Grading programme for road vehicles. Not only would this 
help funding bodies to recognise the more deserving vehicles, it would also create a 
more objective overview of the ‘national collection’ as it evolves. 

Earlier this year, I submitted a proposal to the NARTM Board that would enable me to 
become involved with the project. By dedicating a day or two each week, working with 
an enthusiastic team of regional co-ordinators around the country, I hope to give a 
heartbeat to the project that will enable it to come to fruition at last.  

It is a big project. NARTM’s database tells us there are almost 6,000 vehicles within its 
Members’ collections and additional data supplied by the PSV Circle suggests a total 
‘national collection’ of some 10,000 preserved buses and coaches. Ahead of the 
logistical challenges of surveying such a large number of vehicles comes the inevitable 
question of what data to collect. Indeed, how do we define historical importance and 
what makes one vehicle more historically important than another? In a movement that 
is often motivated by the heart, it is fair to say that many of our vehicles have survived 
for subjective reasons – they have each, at one time or another, been important to 
somebody or some collective who has worked hard to secure their future. But a 
nationwide Scoring and Grading system must be more objective in its nature, assessing 
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each vehicle in a national context against common criteria. If we were to judge a 
vehicle’s national ‘historical importance’ by its contribution to the story of road 
transport evolution, then the benchmarks in that timeline might give us a framework 
for those criteria. But what are those benchmarks? And what about local or regional  
importance? And the significance of particular vehicles beyond their physical make-up? 
As I said, this is a big project, so it comes with big questions and challenges. 

Fortunately, a huge amount of work has already been done on this by the NARTM 
Board, in consultation with its regional co-ordinators, Member museums and 
collections, to design and create a robust Scoring and Grading system. A carefully 
structured points system recognises factors such as survival (age), how typical the 
vehicle was in a national context, and to what extent the vehicle represents a 
significant development in both engineering and operational terms. Regional 
significance is also appraised, as is the authenticity of the vehicle in its current form, 
whether it is a unique survivor of either its body or chassis type and whether it is a 
prototype or early example of a type that subsequently gained national importance. 

The same, yet different. NARTM Members might be forgiven for thinking 
there are now more Bristol SUs in existence than were first built, thanks to a 
successful breeding programme in the West Country. These two examples, 
former Western National coaches Nos. 420/5 (270/5 KTA), were technically 
identical when built, but went on to lead very different lives. 420 enjoyed a 
long, varied and eventful service life, while 425 was an early withdrawal and 
is the only truly original SUL coach to survive. So which is more historically 
important? These are the real-life dilemmas which face NARTM scorers. 
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The weighting of each measure in aggregate terms has been carefully considered so 
that the combined score achieved by a vehicle may be seen as a solid representation of 
its importance to the ‘national collection’. Alongside the scoring system itself, a 
significant amount of IT infrastructure has been developed in order to record the data 
we will capture and allow it to be accessed and processed in useful ways, such as 
translation of scores into grading. Having been scrutinised and tested by NARTM’s 
Board, all this is now ready for some dummy-run testing by the project’s regional co-
ordinators before we begin scoring in earnest – towards the end of 2023 and into 2024. 

These are exciting times. The project is a landmark and flagship development for 
NARTM, its Member collections and the historic road vehicle movement as a whole. 
Alongside the long-term public benefit that Scoring and Grading will bring, I believe the 
project itself also presents us with a unique and exciting opportunity to connect with 
the public, raise the profile of the movement and inspire longer-term interest. Drawing 
on my background in broadcasting and digital media, I have been working with the 
Board to develop an ambitious media strand that will run alongside the project and 
generate interest, both in what we’re doing and in historic buses and coaches in 
general. Under the brand The Bus Inspectors, the project will have its own dedicated 
website, a suite of social media (including Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, TikTok and 
Threads), and will grow to include interactive maps and trails which can be used by 
those wanting to find out more about our collections, virtually or in person. Each of the 
media will help us to connect with its own audience in a specific way and I hope the 
collective interest generated will translate into real world visitors and potential future 
volunteers. The jewel in the media crown, and a first for many, will be a regular 
podcast series which explains the project in a public-friendly way, follows our progress 
and goes on to tell the stories of our museums and collections in a way that inspires 
and engages people of all ages. The Bus Inspectors podcast will be produced to a 
professional standard in my own broadcast studio facility and I hope it will have 
significant appeal to those with an existing interest in historic vehicles and those who 
are still to be inspired. 

Much of this feels like a revolution for NARTM but I think it’s actually about evolution, a 
theme which underpins the entire Scoring and Grading project. I believe our collections 
and our movement must evolve in order to survive at all. They must remain relevant, 
understandable and therefore valuable to the future generations we expect to look 
after them. A vital part of that evolution is, I think, about connecting with new people. 
The heritage movement is notoriously struggling to replenish itself with interest from 
younger people and concerns for the future are now regularly voiced. In actual fact, I 
think we are already feeling the pinch of a generational gap in interest. As a bus 
preservationist in my early forties, I am still so often (to my delight, but also my 
amazement) regarded as the voice of youth! It is because I am often the youngest in 
the room, and my contemporaries in the movement are few, especially by comparison 
to the preceding generations who established the collections we cherish today. Fewer 
still are those who will succeed my generation. At a recent seminar I attended on 
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‘Young People and Heritage’, we were encouraged to think way beyond the eutopia of 
finding younger people with an established interest in our subjects, but instead to think 
about how we can reach out to younger people, on their terms, and inspire them. All 
this is at the heart of The Bus Inspectors, which I hope you will agree is a significant step 
in the right direction. 

Evolution is also at the core of the Scoring and Grading project itself. For most of us, it 
feels deeply uncomfortable to acknowledge that future generations will have different 
priorities to our own, be they preservation of their own contemporary vehicles or, 
perhaps, not including bus preservation at all. However, faced with the potential 
threats posed by changing priorities in society, diminishing interest (as we know it) and 
ever straitened times, good sense tells us that it is unrealistic to expect our collections 
to survive in perpetuity if they don’t evolve. Scoring and Grading the ‘national 
collection’ will arm us with overview and a tool that will significantly help us, and future 
generations, to make informed decisions so that the most significant survivors are 
prioritised and protected.  

We hope you will offer your full support to the project and I look forward to visiting 
and/or speaking to as many of you as I can over the coming months to talk in more 
depth about the project, the scoring system and how it will relate to your collection – 
and ultimately, to get scoring! In the meantime, I am working hard to develop the visual 
brand for The Bus Inspectors and also to plan the first episode of our podcast, in which 
there will be a starring role for some of you. I hope we can involve all Members in the 
fullness of time but, if you are particularly keen to be interviewed in Episode 1 (which 
will examine the background to the project, the need for Scoring and Grading and will 
touch on some of the issues discussed in this article), please do let me know via NARTM 
email: davidsheppard@buses.onmicrosoft.com  

The replenishment of 

interest in historic buses and 

coaches remains a huge 

issue for the movement, and 

partnerships like these have 

become a rare and lovely 

thing. Here, two generations 

of Sheppards are captured 

on the same spot, 25 years 

apart, during Hants & Dorset 

Runnings Days in 1991 and 

2016. The bus has hardly 

changed… 
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The minimum age to drive a bus is...? 

(What follows is the law relevant to what is now termed a Passenger Carrying Vehicle.  
That legal definition excludes various passenger carrying vehicles like cars, taxis and 
minibuses, and is confined to buses with more than 8 passenger seats. ‘Bus’ seems a 
shorter, more recognisable and simpler term to use.  In the text that follows it is also 
simpler to refer to ‘he’ rather than ‘he or she’.) 

Back to the question in the title. 21 may have been your instinctive reply to this 
question.  And for over 50 years that was the case.  When the PSV licence was 
introduced in 1930, the minimum age for a driver was fixed at 21. 

That lasted until 1987, when there was 
a relaxation, allowing an 18-year-old to 
drive a bus if on a regular service up to 
50km, or if not carrying passengers, 
provided the bus was specified on an 
operator’s licence.  So museum vehicles 
could not be driven by 18-year-olds 
unless they belonged to one of the 
museums that do hold an operator’s 
licence to run buses on a commercial 
basis and if the museum had registered 
a regular service.  Such service 
registration is not unknown but is very rare: most NARTM members holding a licence 
use it to undertake wedding and similar hire work. For longer journeys and for private 
hire work the minimum age remained at 21. 

The provision for an 18-year-old to drive a bus on a local service is fairly well known.  
But much less well known are the changes introduced in 2013 following the creation of 
the Driver Certificate of Professional Competence in 2007.  The regulations required 
professional drivers to undergo periodic training.  For a new driver, the qualification 
forms part of the initial test.  Existing drivers were given until 2012 to complete their 
training.  After that it has to be renewed every 5 years.   

But this applies only to drivers undertaking commercial work, which would include 
museum buses on wedding hire.  So for the drivers of museum buses giving free rides 
the periodic training is optional, as such rides do not constitute a commercial 
operation.  However, although those regulations did not apply to most museum drivers, 
they brought with them some changes to minimum ages for driving.  In theory these 
could apply to those drivers. 
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To drive at 18, the young driver must still be 
on a local service or running empty – just as 
before – provided he has undertaken that 
classroom training.  And 2 years later, aged 
20, he can drive anywhere in the UK on any 
type of work (the minimum age remains 21 
elsewhere in Europe).  But what if he has not 
got the Certificate of Professional 
Competence? 

It is most unlikely that anyone would want to 
go to the trouble and expense of passing the 
driving test without getting that Certificate 
at the same time.  And commercial 
operators are certainly not going to train 
drivers without it, as they would not be able 
to drive on commercial work.  But legally it is 
possible to hold a bus licence without 
holding the Certificate.  And such a driver 
can not now drive a bus until the age of 24 – 
3 years later than previously. 

These changes came about thanks to an EU directive on driving licence harmonisation.  
No explanation was published to say why the changes were thought necessary.  The 
changes did in fact not leave any drivers worse off – except perhaps the enthusiast bus 
collector.  Before 2013 he could take a test and drive his cherished bus at the age of 21 
(always assuming he could get insurance cover at that age).  Now, unless he gets the 
Certificate of Professional Competence, he will have to wait until he is 24.  Were the EU 
targeting the enthusiast with that directive?  It seems unlikely, but it is difficult to think 
of anyone else who will have been affected in that way. 

How about the driver of a 30-year-old bus with no more than 8 passengers on board, 
referred to in the article in Newslink 118?  As was explained there, the vocational 
licence regulations do not apply to such a driver, so he can drive the bus on a car 
licence.  How old must he be to drive such a bus?  That is laid down in the regulations 
that apply to all – not just vocational – drivers.  A car licence qualifies a 17-year-old to 
drive a minibus with up to 8 seats.  But a larger bus comes into the category of ‘Other 
motor vehicle’, for which the minimum age is 21. 

So back to that question again.  For over 50 years the answer was simple: 21.  Now it is 
18, or 20, or 21 or 24. Some things in life get no simpler. 

Chris Butterfield 
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The next Annual General Meeting of NARTM will be hosted by the North West Vehicle 
Restoration Trust, who are based in Kirkby, Merseyside on Saturday 28th October 2023. 
Further details, including a programme of events, will be circulated nearer the time. 

Dave Stubbins 

Hon Secretary and Trustee 

NARTM 
Autumn Conference 

Membership 

Once again it is the start of our membership year which runs from August to July. I am 
sending out renewal emails to all members along with a data sheet which I would like 
you to review and update as necessary. This year we are reverting to our usual 
membership rates - £25 for organisations not normally open to the public and £50 for 
those usually open. These rates have been unchanged for several years despite 
inflation. 

The next 12 months will see a major drive to raise the profile of NARTM and the 
preservation movement generally. You can find out more in the article by David 
Sheppard in this edition of NewsLink. All of us are heavily involved with our own groups 
and may have limited time to deal with national issues. NARTM Board members and 
close advisors do monitor proposed legislation to ensure we can represent our 
interests as required; recent examples have included LEZs / ULEZs and 10 year tyres. 
We hope you find these services valuable. 

Please do look out for my renewal email and do a brief response to confirm you have 
received it. There have been instances in recent years where the email has gone astray, 
possibly into a spam black hole, and I’m not aware of its non-delivery. Your responses 
will allow me to follow up on any which may not have been delivered. 

Ray Bignell 
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NARTM 
Around the Museums 

Compiled by Dennis Talbot 

A few items of interest gleaned from the newsletters and magazines of the NARTM members.  Please keep 

sending them and if yours isn’t quoted here, maybe that’s because we don’t receive a copy? 

From ‘Enterprise’, the magazine of the Isle of Wight Bus and Coach Museum 

A serious but important issue for is all is Safeguarding. Don McCririck, Safety Officer at 
the Isle of Wight Bus Museum put this article in their magazine and I have used Don’s 
words. I hope you find this useful if you don’t already have a Safeguarding policy. 

“Sadly, safeguarding is a serious subject that cannot be ignored and, as members of this 
Museum, we all have an individual and collective responsibility, plus a duty of care and 
consideration towards each other, whatever the age involved. This is vital for our 
ongoing well-being. Violence and bullying is totally unacceptable behaviour for people 
who should know better! 

You only have to review the worst case scenarios previously reported on TV news 
channels to see that things can go spectacularly wrong and, when they do, the fall-out 
can be considerable. I hope and pray that this never becomes a situation I ever have to 
formally deal with within our own Museum. 

A copy of the full policy will be filed in a location within the Museum, for access and 
scrutiny by anyone who wishes to read it in detail. I retain a digital version if you 
subsequently want the full safeguarding policy document forwarded to you 
electronically.  I have also composed an abbreviated version of the same document, 
which is included below for your own individual retention. 

The notes below highlight what YOU as an individual member MUST do if you identify 
serious safeguarding concerns. They are derived from an established safeguarding 
template adopted by a school in Bracknell in 2022. 
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Background 

Safeguarding concerns arise either from information or observation that a child or 
vulnerable adult may have been affected by: 

• Behaviour that has harmed, or may harm them. 

• Been exposed to criminal activities that could or have caused harm to a child or 
vulnerable adult. 

Your initial response action 

• Listen carefully to and take seriously what the child or vulnerable adult is saying. 

• Reassure the child or vulnerable adult who has made the disclosure to you and say 
that they have done the right thing. 

• Assure them that you believe them. 

• Give the child or vulnerable adult time to talk, but do not probe or ask leading 
questions. Investigation is not your responsibility. 

• Do not promise to keep secrets. All allegations of potential harm must be acted 
upon. 

• Explain to the child or vulnerable adult that you will share this information with the 
Chairman of the Trustees, or relevant Committee Member in order to help them. 

• Record what has been said as soon as possible after the conversation and ensure 
that a relevant Trustee or Committee Member is notified immediately. 

• Do not confront the person subject to the allegation. 

Your subsequent response action 

• As soon as you can, write down a formal transcript of your conversation with the 
child or vulnerable adult, signing, dating and timing it. 

• Note down, or make a diagram of any visual bruising or marks, on the face, arms 
and legs that you can observe externally. 

• Be sure to include the size, quantity, colour and location of the bruising. Do not 
investigate further yourself! 

• Hand your allegation document to the relevant Trustee or Committee Member as 
already referred to above, but keep a copy. Ensure you safely retain any further 
“informal” documentation used as the basis of the “formal” document. 

• The relevant Chairman of the Trustees or relevant Committee Member should 
proceed with the matter and inform you of any appropriate next steps. If you 
receive no feedback or update from that relevant Museum Officer within twenty 
four (24) hours and further attempts by you to contact that person prove futile, 
then YOU MUST make a formal direct safeguarding referral to the appropriate 
emergency contact.  
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From ‘Wheels’, the magazine of Leicester Transport Heritage Trust 

The Trust has a secret weapon, the Whitman family or Team Whitlam, Martyn, Vikki and 
daughter Emily.  They are working on improving the Trust’s social media presence but this 
time focus on fund raising.  After some success in raising funds for repainting inside 
Stoneygate Tram Depot, which is now work in progress they have set up a programme of 
small monthly donations by members to specific projects which is accessible on their 
website.  They also make the point that recently increased running costs have made the 
Trust about £5-6k worse off each year as less money is available for restoration works. 

From ‘KBMT News’, the magazine of the Keighley Bus Museum Trust 

The Trust are pressing ahead with plans to buy their Riverside premises, having had no 
success in finding suitable and affordable alternative premises.  A few potential sites are 
listed in the magazine, but all have been either too small, sold quickly or more often too 
expensive.  They stress the value in working with their landlord and setting up a dialogue to 
make progress.  The importance of all working together is also highlighted and we wish 
them all well in their plans to secure a home for their vehicle collection. 

From ‘Priory Press’, the magazine of the Friends of Ipswich Transport Museum 

Ipswich Bus Museum has successfully transitioned from a company limited by guarantee to 
a Charitable Incorporated Organisation. This means they no longer have any involvement 
with Companies House but are still registered with the Charity Commission.  In addition the 
Trustees benefit from limited liability and consequently it is the organisation which would 
be liable for any liabilities arising. Trustees will still be liable for breaches of trust and for 
wrongful or fraudulent training.  CIOs with a turnover of between £25,000 and £250,000 
can produce simpler receipt and payment accounts and file them with the Charity 
Commission.  Have any other NARTM members made this transition and was the change 
worthwhile? 

From the magazine of the Ribble Vehicle Preservation Group 

Once again the Ribble Group held an Open Day for members at its Freckleton base, which is 
usually only open to working volunteers.  Mobile vehicles were moved outside and available 
for photographs while others were visible so restoration progress could be seen.  A highlight 
was the first post-restoration run with passengers by newly restored Royal Tiger 377.  A 
sales stand, film show and refreshments, the latter courtesy of neighbours Waltons 
Coaches, were all provided.  This sounds like a very good way of engaging with members 
and maybe encouraging some extra volunteers. And congratulations on reaching magazine 
issue number 100! 

From the North East Bus Preservation Trust Magazine 

A newcomer to these pages, but I’m not sure why as this issue is number 232! Welcome to 
the fold! The magazine usefully lists the 23 vehicles owned by the Trust, all with 
photographs and a brief description.  They range from CN 4740, a 1931 S.O.S in need of full 
restoration to a 1991 Leyland Olympian which like much of the collection is restored, 
though with work required as applies to many collections. 
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From the ‘East Anglia Transport Museum Newsletter’ 

Further proof of the value of targeting events and advertising on family groups is the 
news that 902 people (plus 138 under 5s- why aren’t they also people?) visited in the 
two days of special Easter events including egg hunts and face painting – 35% up on the 
same two days in 2022. And there have been no complaints to a £1 rise in admission 
charges, visitors still saying that prices are too low!  It is also good to see the museum 
expanding into its ‘New field’, with a new tram depot and narrow gauge railway 
extension. 

From ‘Bus Lane’, the magazine of the Oxford Bus Museum Trust 

Chris Butterfield has written an interesting article about older bus drivers and driving 
older buses.  How many of us have noticed that somehow it is now harder to climb in 
and out of some cabs than it used to be?  Especially those with sliding doors and a 
higher step…. However apparently there are over 400 PCV drivers in their 80s and a 91 
year old somewhere – if you are reading this, congratulations and do say hello.  But 
how do we encourage younger drivers to have a go at driving our older vehicles and 
master the skills needed? 

From ‘Duplicate’, the magazine of the Scottish Vintage Bus Museum 

We all know projects can take many years to come to completion.  In late 2017 the 
Museum was approached by Oxford Diecast to make a model of their Alexander M-
type motorway coach. A professional scanning company came to 3D scan the coach in 
March 2018 (much more advanced than the tape measure used by EFE to produce a 
model of our Yelloway Harrington Cavalier 30 years before) Lots of detailed 
correspondence followed and a lead time of 18-24 months was expected, but a certain 
pandemic intervened, affecting production in China and world shipping and the model 
is finally predicted to be released this year. 

From ‘Sandtoft Scene’, the magazine of The Trolleybus Museum 

Through attendance at a conference at The Ropewalk in Barton on Humber (which 
sounds like a fascinating place), an introduction was made to Siemens Gamesa 
Renewable Energy.  In turn this lead to four Siemens apprentices spending several days 
working at the Trolleybus Museum, helping with various jobs around the site ahead of 
Easter reopening.  See elsewhere in this Newslink for another possible route to 
corporate volunteers. 

From ‘Bustler’, the magazine of the Cardiff Transport Preservation Group 

We don’t usually cover rally reports, but the Barry Festival of Transport on Sunday 11th 
June saw quite early crowds at the annual Classic & Performance Car and Heritage Bus 
event. This now ranks as South Wales largest in vehicle entries and attendance. The hot 
weather brought out the car enthusiasts and the Vale of Glamorgan Council staff said it 
was the highest number of car entries they had seen. Numbers of visiting buses were 
also higher than for several decades, with some helping out on the free trips during the 
day.  Worth reporting as more evidence of the interest in heritage vehicles and a return 
to pre-Covid number and more. 
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NARTM 
Membership List 

Aberdeen and District Transport Preservation Trust 
Ellengowan, Cults, Aberdeen, AB15 9QT | 
alfordbuscollection.webs.com | 
gordon1.mills@btinternet.com | 01786 832383 
 
Aire Valley Transport Group 
13 Every Street, Todmorden OL14 5RA | 
www.avtg.co.uk | wyrcc@aol.com | 07957 630102 
 
Aldershot & District Bus Interest Group 
Hampshire House, 204 Holly Road, Aldershot, GU12 
4SE | www.adbig.co.uk | sales@adbig.co.uk | 01252 
331973 
 
Angus Transport Group 
Unit 5, The Old Foundry, Bridge Street, Montrose, 
Angus, DD10 9AJ | www.angustransportgroup.co.uk | 
ian.forbes.0966@icloud.com | 01569 763228 
 
Aston Manor Road Transport Museum 
Aston Manor RT Museum, Shenstone Drive, Aldridge, 
Walsall, WS9 8TP | www.amrtm.org | 
amrtm1@aol.co.uk | 0121 308 0659 
 
Aycliffe & District Bus Preservation Society 
35 Lowther Drive, Newton Aycliffe, Co. Durham, DL5 
4UL | www.aycliffebus.org.uk | 
ianwiggett@uwclub.net | 01325 317657 
 
Barrow Transport Museum Trust Ltd 
5 Granby Road Grange Over Sands Cumbria LA11 7AU 
| AN68@hotmail.co.uk | 01539 535475 
 
Beamish Museum 
Beamish Museun, Stanley, Co Durham, DH9 ORG | 
www.beamishtransportmuseum.co.uk | 
museum@beamish.org.uk | 0191 370 4058 
 
Biggar Albion Foundation Ltd 
Biggar Albion Foundation Ltd 19 North Back Road 
Biggar ML12 6EJ | www.albion-trust.org.uk | 
chairman@albionarch.org.uk | 01899 221497 
 
Black Country Living Museum 
Black Country Living Museum, Tipton Road, Dudley 
DY1 4SQ | www.bclm.co.uk | Tim.Shields@bclm.com 
| 0121 521 5693 

Bounty Country Buses 
Glebe House, Acton, Nantwich, Cheshire, CW5 8LE | 
gerald@emerton.org.uk | 01270 624889 
 
Bristol Omnibus Vehicle Collection 
Combe Barton, High Street, Dinder, Wells, Somerset, 
BA5 3PL | www.bristolbuses.co.uk | 
drmichaelwalker@hotmail.com | 01749 673319 
 
Bristol Road Transport Collection 
Green Bank, Windsoredge Lane, Nailsworth, Stroud, 
GL6 0NP | www.bristolbusevents.co.uk | 
williamstaniforth136@gmail.com | 07941 615333 
 
British Commercial Vehicle Museum Trust Ltd 
King Street, Leyland, PR25 2LE | 
www.britishcommercialvehiclemuseum.com | 
enquiries@britishcommercialvehiclemuseum.com | 
07889 950949 
 
British Trolleybus Society 
2 Josephine Court, Southcote Road, Reading, RG30 
2DG | www.britishtrolley.org.uk | 
wiltshireman@aol.com | 0118 958 3974 
 
Broadcast Television Technology Trust 
The Abbots House  The Street  Charmouth  DT6 6Q | 
www.mcr21.org.uk | nick@mcr21.org.uk | 07831 
219957 
 
Buckinghamshire Railway Centre 
BRC  Station Road  Quainton  Aylesbury  HP22 4BY | 
bucksrailcentre.org | sutclifferick@gmail.com | 07884 
006519 
 
Bus Archive 
The Bus Archive, 100-102 Sandwell Street, Walsall, 
WS1 3EB | www.busarchive.org.uk | 
hello@busarchive.org.uk | 01922 629358 
 
Cardiff & S Wales Trolleybus Project 
211 Hillrise, Llanedeyrn, Cardiff, CF23 6UQ | 
www.cardiff-trolleybus.co.uk | 
keith_walker49@hotmail.com | 02920 733206 
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Cardiff Transport Preservation Group 
24 Warren Drive, Caerphilly, CF83 1HQ | 
www.ctpg.co.uk | mikeystrad73@btinternet.com | 
07733 302242 
 
Carmel Coaches Limited 
16 Blaisdon Weston Super Mare BS22 8BN 
|carmelcoaches@hotmail.com |  
 
Castle Point Transport Museum 
105 Point Road, Canvey Island, SS8 7TD | 
www.castlepointtransportmuseum.co.uk | 
marianpatten1245@outlook.com | 07533 349094 
 
City of Portsmouth Preserved Transport Depot 
16 Bitterne Way, Southampton, SO19 4EA | 
www.cpptd.co.uk | chairman@cpptd.co.uk | 023 
9259 8990 
 
Classic Southdown Omnibuses 
Dormy Cottage, 2 Alan Road, Wimbledon Village, 
London, SW19 7PT |eric@thestobarts.co.uk | 020 
8947 3002 
 
Colin Billington Collection 
Ledger Farm, Forest Green Road, Fifield, Maidenhead, 
Berks, SL6 2NR |royal_blue@lineone.net | 07990 
505373 
 
County Durham Bus Preservation Group 
37 Birchwood Ave, North Gosforth, Newcastle upon 
Tyne, NE13 6QA | david.slater@mypostoffice.co.uk | 
0191 236 2029 
 
Commercial Transport in Preservation 
55 Catherine Crescent, Downton, Salisbury, SP5 3NR | 
www.thectp.org.uk | geoff.ridler1950@gmail.com | 
01747 823365 
 
Cornwall Bus Preservation Society 
10 Collygree Parc, Goldsithney, Penzance, TR20 9LY | 
www.cornwallbuspreservation.co.uk | 
Melvyl1@aol.com | 01736 711882 
 
Cumbria Classic Coaches Limited 
Bowber Head, Ravenstonedale, Kirkby Stephen, CA17 
4NL | www.cumbriaclassiccoaches.co.uk | 
wh@cumbriaclassiccoaches.co.uk | 01539 623254 
 
Delaine Heritage Trust 
Delaine Bus Museum 8 Spalding Road, Bourne, 
Lincolnshire, PE10 9LE | 
www.delaineheritagetrust.org | 

enquiries@delaineheritagetrust.org | 01778 422866 
 
Dennis Society 
Hampshire House, 204 Holly Road, Aldershot, GU12 
4SE | www.dennissociety.org.uk | 
secretary@dennissociety.org.uk | 01252 331973 
 
Devon General Omnibus Trust 
22 Sandstone Road, Swindon, SN25 2FE | 
www.dgot.org.uk | pauljenkins133@gmail.com | 
07738 696377 
 
Dover Transport Museum 
Willingdon Road, Port Zone, Old Park, Whitfield, 
Dover, CT16 2JX | 
www.dovertransportmuseum.org.uk | 
jhnlines1@gmail.com | 01304 368556 
 
Dundee Museum of Transport 
Dundee Museum of Transport, Unit10 Market Mews, 
Market Street, Dundee, DD1 3LA | www.dmoft.co.uk 
| manager@dmoft.co.uk | 01382 455196 
 
East Anglia Transport Museum 
Chapel Road, Carlton Colville, Lowestoft, NR33 8BL | 
http://eatransportmuseum.co.uk | 
kennethblacker@gmail.com | 01502 731459 
 
Eastern Transport Collection Society 
26 Yarrow Drive, Carlton Colville, NR33 8NG | 
www.etcs.org.uk | richard.alger@hotmail.com | 
01502 511887 
 
First Group Heritage Trust 
128 Seafield Road, Aberdeen, AB15 7YQ | 
joemackie@btopenworld.com | 01224 314905 
 
Friends of Chatham Traction 
31 Usher Park Road, Haxby, York, YO32 3RX | 
www.chathamtraction.org.uk | 
richard@thebournes.me.uk | 01904 766375 
 
Friends of King Alfred Buses 
34 High Street, Nutfield, Redhill, Surrey RH1 4HQ | 
www.kingalfredbuses.org.uk | 
info@kingalfredbuses.org.uk | 01737 823436 
 
Glasgow Vintage Vehicle Trust 
Bridgeton Bus Garage,  76 Fordneuk Street, 
Bridgeton, Glasgow, G40 3AH | www.gvvt.org | 
info@gvvt.org | 0141 554 0544 
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Ipswich Transport Museum 
Old Trolleybus Depot, Cobham Road, Priory Heath, 
Ipswich, IP3 9JD | 
www.ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk | 
masmithipswich@yahoo.co.uk | 07900 607430 
Irish Transport Heritage 
3 Donegall Drive, Whitehead, Co Antrim, BT38 9LT | 
www.ith.org.uk | howard@upsilon.org.uk | 028 93 
372449 
 
Isle of Wight Bus & Coach Museum Trust Ltd 
The Bus Depot, Park Road, Ryde, IoW, PO33 2BE | 
www.iwbusmuseum.org.uk | 
info@iwbusmuseum.org.uk | 01983 567796 
 
Keighley Bus Museum Trust 
Unit 5, River Technology Park,  Riverside, Dalton Lane, 
Keighley, BD21 4JP | www.kbmt.org.uk | 
board@kbmt.co.uk | 07465 897497 
 
Lead Mill Classics 
483 Aigburth Road, Aigburth, Liverpool, L19 9DL | 
jewilkinson_sma@hotmail.com | 07702 316729 
 
Leicester Transport Heritage Trust 
8 Ingrams Way, Wigston, Leicester, LE18 3TU | 
www.ltht.org.uk | info@ltht.org.uk | 0116 281 3693 
 
Leyland Society 
213, Castle Hill Road, Totternhoe, Dunstable, LU6 2DA 
| www.leylandsociety.co.uk | 
info@leylandsociety.co.uk | 01525 221676 
 
Lincolnshire Road Transport Museum 
Whisby Road, North Hykeham, Lincoln, LN6 3QT | 
www.lvvs.org.uk | info@lvvs.org.uk | 01522 689497 
 
London Bus Preservation Trust Limited 
Cobham Hall, Brooklands Museum, Brooklands Road, 
Weybridge, KT13 0QS | www.londonbusmuseum.com 
| petervbrown@aol.com | 01296 622949 
 
London Transport Museum Library 
www.ltmuseum.co.uk | library@ltmuseum.co.uk | 
034 3222 5000 
 
Manchester Transport Museum Society limited 
Park Office, Heaton Park, Prestwich, Manchester, 
M25 2SW | www.heatonparktramway.org.uk | 
info@HPTramway.co.uk | 0161 4398203 
 
 
 

Manx Transport Trust / Jurby Transport Museum 
36 Victoria Road, Castletown, Isle of Man, IM9 1ED | 
www.jtmiom.im | jtm.info@manx.net | 01624 
825572 
 
Medstead Depot Omnibus  Group 
Hampshire House, 204 Holly Road, Aldershot, GU12 
4SE | www.mdog.org.uk | 
duncan.egerton@talk21.com | 02380 769519 
Merseyside Transport Trust 
9 Edington Street, Liverpool, L15 4NB | http://
mttrust.org.uk | enquiries@mttrust.co.uk | 07802 
792808 
 
Midland Road Transport Group - Butterley 
37 Park Road, Mansfield Woodhouse, Mansfield, 
NG19 8EG | www.mrtg.org.uk | john@johnpeck.co.uk 
| 01623 629136 
 
Mike Sutcliffe Collection 
Valley Forge, 213 Castle Hill Road, Totternhoe, 
Dunstable, LU6 2DA | www.mikesutcliffe.com | 
sutcliffes@leylandman.co.uk | 01525 221676 
 
Museum of Transport Greater Manchester 
Boyle Street, Cheetham, Manchester, M8 8UW | 
www.motgm.uk | email@gmts.co.uk | 01942 884810 
 
National Tramway Museum 
Crich, Matlock, Derbyshire, DE4 5DP | 
www.tramway.co.uk | 
malcolm.wright@tramway.co.uk | 01773 854321 
 
Nottingham Heritage Vehicles Charity 
49 Valley View, Mansfield, NG18 4US | 
www.nottinghamheritagevehicles.co.uk | 
enquiries@nottinghamheritagevehicles.co.uk | 07971 
105491 
 
North East Bus Preservation Trust Ltd 
Relly Steading, Broom Lane, Durham, DH7 7RJ | 
www.nebpt.co.uk | bob.kell@nebpt.co.uk | 0191 384 
5146 
 
North West Museum of Road Transport 
The Old Bus Depot, 51 Hall Street, St Helens, WA10 
1DU | www.nwmort.co.uk | clive@nwmort.co.uk | 
01744 451681 
 
North West Vehicle Restoration Trust 
45 Trispen Close, Halewood, Liverpool, L26 7YP | 
www.nwvrt.com | jameslrowlands@yahoo.co.uk | 
07725 842039 
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Oxford Bus Museum 
Old Station Yard, Long Hanborough, 
Witney,Oxon,OX29 8LA | 
www.oxfordbusmuseum.org.uk | 
crbutterfield@btinternet.com | 01296 925797 
 
Paul and Joyce Jefford Collection 
Whitegates Farm, Hatton, Market Rasen, LN8 5LS | 
pauljoyce.jefford@btinternet.com | 01673 858536 
 
Plymouth City Transport Preservation Group 
32 Burleigh Manor Torr Lane Plymouth PL3 5NT | 
www.plymouthcitytransport.net | 
philipheseltine@btinternet.com | 07709 777245 
 
Potteries Omnibus Preservation Society 
50 Links Road  Knott End on Sea  Poulton le Fylde  FY6 
0DG | blanchardpeter21@gmail.com | 07702 127523 
 
Ribble Vehicle Preservation Trust 
37 Hall Park, Lancaster, LA1 4SH | www.rvpt.co.uk | 
bignell2057@gmail.com | 01524 61856 
 
Roger Burdett Collection 
Fir Tree Farm, Common Lane, Corley Moor, Coventry, 
CV7 8AR | rogerrbctc@aol.com | 01676 541802 
 
Scottish Vintage Bus Museum, Lathalmond 
12 York Place, Dunfermline, KY12 0DA | 
www.svbm.org.uk | eandmtaylor12@gmail.com | 
01383 720241 
 
SELNEC Preservation Society 
SELNEC, 220 Adswood Road, Stockport, SK3 8PB | 
www.selnec.org.uk | selnec@ntlworld.com | 0161 
736 9899 
 
Shetland Commercial Vehicle Preservation Society 
Stroma, Olligarth, Whiteness, Shetland, ZE2 9GJ | 
mark_robinson1@me.com | 01595 830220 
 
SHMD Joint Board 
47 Brantfell Drive, Burnley, BB12 8AW | 
shmdboard@aol.com | 01282 413179 
 
South Yorkshire Transport Museum 
Unit 9, Waddington Way, Aldwarke, Rotherham, S65 
3SH | www.sytm.co.uk | museum@sytm.co.uk | 
07852 298082 
 
 
 
 

Southampton & District Transport Heritage Trust 
104 Oak Tree Road, Bitterne Park, Southampton, 
SO18 1PH | www.sadtht.co.uk | 
chene.arbre@talktalk.net | 02380 581536 
 
Southdown Omnibis Trust 
c/o Amberley Museum New Barn Road Amberley 
Arundel BN18 9LT | www.amberleymuseum.co.uk | 
pete.edgeler@btinternet.com | 01798 831370 
 
Stedham Garage 
8 Southsea Avenue Goring by Sea BN12 4BN | 
ad.hurley@virgin.net | 01903 235192 
 
Swansea Bus Museum 
Swansea Bus Museum, c/o The Secretary The 
Courtyard, 100 Brynau Wood, Cimla, Neath, SA11 3YQ 
| www.swanseabusmuseum.com | 
secretary@sbm.wales | 01639 643961 
 
Thames Valley & Great Western Omnibus Trust 
Ledger Farm, Forest Green Road, Fifield, Maidenhead, 
Berks, SL6 2NR | www.tvagwot.org.uk | 
enquiries@tvagwot.org.uk | 07990 505373 
 
TheTeesside  500 Group 
61 Birchwood Road, Marton, Middlesbrough, TS7 8DD 
| www.teesside500group.co.uk | 
bill.500group@btinternet.com | 01642 317039 
 
The Provincial Society 
58 Childe Square  Stamshaw Portsmouth  PO2 8PL | 
www.provincialsociety.org | 
bob.jackson@provincialsociety.org | 07741 471479 
 
The Revivist Collection 
www.therevivist.com | 07961 736016 
 
Transport Museum  Wythall 
Chapel Lane, Wythall, Worcestershire, B47 6JX | 
www.wythall.org.uk | enquiries@wythall.org.uk | 
01564 826471 
 
Town & District Transport Trust 
446 Bacup Road Rawtenstall BB4 7JA | 
www.tdtt.co.uk | info@tdtt.co.uk |  
 
Trolleybus Museum at Sandtoft 
Belton Road, Sandtoft, Doncaster, DN8 5SX | 
www.sandtoft.org | trolleybusmuseum@sandtoft.org 
| 07968 481762 
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NEW PICTURE NEED West Country Historic Omnibus and Transport Trust 
'Kalmia', Church Road, Colaton Raleigh, Devon, EX10 
0LW | www.busmuseum.org.uk | 
robertkal.whott@btinternet.com | 01395 567795 
   

Western Isles Transport Preservation Group 
43b Lower Barvas, Isle of Lewis, Scotland, HS2 0QY | 
www.witpg.org.uk | witpg@aol.com | 07765 131493 
   

Wigan Transport Trust 
491 Gidlow Lane, Beech Hill, Wigan, WN6 8RJ | 
wigantransporttrust.wordpress.com | 
simon.flower8763@gmail.com | 07740 342751 

Working Omnibus Museum Project Ltd 
c/o Powdin & Co, Hampshire House, 204 Holly Road, 
Aldershot, GU12 4SE 
 
Workington Transport Heritage Trust 
22 Calva Road, Seaton, Workington, Cumbria, CA14 
1DF | www.wtht.co.uk | enquiries@wtht.co.uk | 
01900 67389 

Rear cover top:  A line up of Angus Transport Group vehicles from the early years of the groups 
existence.  
Rear Cover Bottom: W Alexander & Sons (Northern) Limited, Leyland Leopards NPE92 (GSO 92V) 
and NPE102 (JSA 102V).                                                                                      (Angus Transport Group)  
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