| COBHAM HALL

' LONDON BUS MUSEUM
MAGAZINE

P
| &
i
|
1

L -H AN
wvant 1 have B
;?6 ity Mg o -:
Ciplpign Fomtfa: -
WATERLO

it!

The Journal of the London Bus Preservation Trust, Cobham Hall, Brooklands

Issue 9 Autumn 2013 £4 o non-Members



Contacting the Museum

Contents

Telephone

019312 837994 The phone & rmanned by e duty solunocers duding openng

haurs but plesse bear in mind that most of the offcars work from hema
50 i rary b @ smiestion of passing & messape o, Conmact by erall (ses
brlewary swrill wually bring 2 quicker respon

Email
Pleade yse the Gemeral Eragisiries a-mail form on tha Heaseim s wehsine

Post

The Museumn’s postal address s

Lorsdon Bas MHusesim

Cebtiara Hall

Brookkand: Road

WETBRIDGE KT 13 00

Flese nome Thar this address cannot be ised for visins n persan, which
il be vl he moain satranee

Museum on the Wab

Welnhaior: weerwbandom s s, com
Tm!'l‘ﬂf!@k‘lﬂ:’hl‘ll‘hlulun:imrl

Facebowds wesn facabenle comdLondonBusMus sum

Charicy numibeer: | F53303
T Reg 1061 T4HD

Trusoeos & OFcers of the London Bes Presarwrken Truse Ld;
Homorary Prosison.
Hen Vice-Prgsidents Sir Pater Hendy, CBE

Commivsioeey, Trnsiar for London

Hion YiceFresdent: Leon Canials
Monaging Dueciar, Sirfece Tionsporr, Troespare for Londan

FMhmeum Menior: Gary W
farmer Cwrator, Mifecioneg Livinp Histary Mesean

Trustees B Direcwses (Mombers of the Cowneil of F‘T.:l'.:u‘-;:m'u'.r.'rl
Chawrman: Gy Marmmior:

Curatoral Direcoor ; David Kinnear

Fnanciad Cirecoor: S'rﬂpman Ectwiards

Huran Resources Director: Swee Edimends

Operation: Diremes: Gerry Job

Maor-gxzouoive Direcoors: Smon D'nuglis Lana and Graham Smich

Folbre Soock Director: B

Hon Secremary (Member cf:hn Council of Managerent); Peser Larkham

Crificars

Ay Everas Coconrdinatai Peter Brown

Commeet il Marager: john Catermcle

Customes Raltans Managarnene (CRM} Systems Manager: Kevin Hibos
Enpinesring Manazar: Andy Baxres

-Mleswalerrar Ediaoie: Kevin Hilda

Bwonrs Commities Cherman: Gerry |ob

Eveants Ma z Towny Ley

Fundraisars [Donated ems); Melin Phifips & Sob Eillr.*lr
Iefarmarian Offices: Graluae Sy

Magizirs Edicar; Michael Beker

Membership Manager; Dabble Marris

Members' Trips Cwganiser: &drian Palmer

Mugsevim Operarions M::.nngm s Bivin Hilha

Publcety Disoriharion Officer: Colin Read

Transpart. Manager/CPC-holdes hin Barrarn

Wieb-gite & Social Metworking Manager: fan jackson

Landon B Museun Led

Charman: vacant

Drecror: Gerry Job

Firance Direcior: Stephen Bdwards

Carectors: Stephen Bipp {non-execut el Richard Jores (shop manggern)
Compaty Secretary: Pater Larkham

The Repstered Office of both comganies. (s
Cobaam Hall, Braokhnds Road, Weypheldge, Swerrey 1KT13 DR

From the Editor 1-3
Behind the Rolling Scock Department 34
Mac ‘From the Cib’ but From the Linderneath” L&
Route 76 Anniversary 7-8
Torzerham Zarage Centenary 9
Letrer I
The Alesander Dennis Works at Guikdford [1-12
Mobody’s Exempt 13
Members and Yolunteers Updace 4
Membership Ramnewaks I+
Mew Mambars 14

FRONT COVER
FICTURE

RM 5, the first productian
Rautemaster, which apent
mich of s waorking
carear in Morth London,
and the LBPT% G 351,
celebrate the centenary
of FOULE T and
Toctenham Garage, on
10th July this year.
{Graham Smith)

Tha views sapressed o this mapazme are those of the individual
contributors. They are not necessariy the views of the London Bus
Preservadon Trust Lod,, ics Truseses, Dvecoors or Officers, London Bues
Museum Ld. s Direcsors. or the Editor

[TEMS FOR THE MAGAZTIME

Please send contributions for the magazine to the
Editor ar michaelhchaker@yahoo.com, or by post to
the Museum at the address opposite.

LAST COPY DATE FOR THE
WINTER 2013 EDITION
|5eh NOVEMBER 2013

Lendon Bus Museum Magazine




From the Editor

YWe're into a partcularly interesting peried in Londen
Transport history whereby we are celebrating the
centenary of a nember of central Lendon routes. A
couple of issues back we featured the 24, in this one it is
the 76 and towards in the end of this year it will be the
88 In all of these the Trust, of course, has played its part
and plans are already in hand to celebrate the 88 and be
at Merton (AL), one of the garages which has worked it.
! nearly had my membership revoked when | jokingly
suggested that just for the day G 351 could be fitted with
3 replica cardboard Daimler radiator, It s a face of
course, that our Guy Is the only ‘wartime' {yes | know it
was actually buile in laceI945 bur just as with the 'pre-
war’ RTs we all know what we mean) surviving Londan
o5 of that description in ‘more or lass original conditien”
- another minefield In terminology. There are ceruinly
sofme D type chassie around fitted with later non-Londen
Transport bodies, 3 fiveurite of mine being the Belfast
Larpaoration GYEFE (D 93) which was completed in June
1945, and even this only officialy scrapes into the
wartime category by being under construetion when the
war in Europe was in its kst stages and took up worlk just
before fapan surrendered.

e
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Belfast Donegall Square in September 1959 with former
London Transport D 117 (GYL 284) rebodied by Harkness,
There is 3 comection with Londen's new Routcmasber
roplacement LTs and the Belfast Corporation rebodied
former London Dalmlers in that both have bodies buil in
Morthern Ireland. {MHCH]

D 93 (476} crossed the Irish Sen in 1954 and worked
briefly in Belfast with its original body before acquiring ies
handsome locally builk Harkness one in [958,
Interestingly. O 93 was one of a group of Daimlers bought
to replace the last of Belfasts trams, which ended in
February 1954, nearly two years after the kst London
(first generation) tram had gone It had in its London days
worked alongside trams, particulary routes 2 and 4
which ran beoween the Embankemant and Wimbledon and
passed Merton garage’s front door The 2 and 4 routes
were ahways worked by ex LOC Els, some of them dating
back to Edwardian days. In Belfast it worked alongside
trolleybuses, that city having a fleet of fine mostly Harness
bodicd AEC, Guy, BUT and Sunbeam six-wheslars which
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lasted until May | 968, aight years longor than tralleybuses
in Lendon. The Belfast trolleybus fleet had virtually
raached its maximum by 1951 when it numbered 210,
which, coincdentally was che exact number of wams in
the fleer at that time. The Belfast fleet sventunlly toralled
146, making it the second largest in the British lsles
behind - a long way behind, it has to be admiwed -
London. Five have beoen preserved, one of them in
England, at Carleton Colville, where thar remarkable
London trolleybus spectacular was held fast Spring

Menticn of the picfalls of the term "original condition'
was brought home to me when | was warching Roger
Stagg at work an UMP 227, He pointed out that being an
experimental  vehiele it went though so  many
metamarphoses, was ahways owned by AEC and although
it certainty warked for Londen Transpart and led 1o the
RF it would be quite impractical to put it back o its
condtion when It first took to the road in May |950,
even if this could be determined in every detail. He wrote
at some length about this in the previous edidon of our
magazine. We also looked at the mobile canteen which
has a'sa been much modified, not least during its time in
Liverpool and is being restored.

The routs 7& anniversary celobrations went off
splondidly as you can see in this edition. | rede G 351
from Brookknds and as we boawled along the Kingston
by-pass | reflected thac this was once very much wility

Maeve Baler in pole position in G 351 speeding along the
Kingstan by-pass, 20th July 2013, {MHCE)




territory, albelc Daimlers rather than Guys. However
checking Ken Blacker’s Bible, Londen’s Utility Buses, |
distoverad that this was not strictly true for on summer
sundays routes in the late 1940s routes 72 and 72a were
extended to Esher and Chessingten Foo and were
worled by Alperton's Gs and did indeed venture along
the Kingston by-pass. Being brought up in Thormton
Heath | knew Daimlers much better than the Guys,
suttan's refaxed’ Park Royal bodied final versions of the
D1&2-281, passing the end of our road on the 115 route.
My friend, Hicks, copped all 281 of the Dis, but as he lived
in Sutton hc had a head starc A frequent bike ride was
aver t2 Morden and thar was a wonderful place to study
the Daimlers at work amd play including the ten
kowbridge versions which worked the 117, ane of those

curious but mot unique London routes which wandared
around the suburbs and terminated not very far from
where it had started.

W have noted that G 351 is the only surviving genuine
complete utility London bus but CCXTTY, a Daimler
CWAE delivered to Huddersfield Corporation in July
I 945 and ficted with a lowbridge Duple bady, appeared 52
the Hin,g Alfred Winchester r—..lﬂ:lr in the Euize of D E30,
complete with Merton garage plabﬂs..ﬁ.ﬁc}ugh in a few
respects, notably the indicators, it did not quite carry off
its disguise, from certin angles it did look like the real
thing. Belonging w those amazing Quantock people in
deepest Somerser, it will be interesting to sea if it turns
up at Merton in Cecember,

Michael H C Baker

From the Rolling Stock Department

It seams like enly a couple of weeks
since | put pen te paper, or should |
now correcty say finger to keyboard,
to draft a short note te let members
keep up to date with progress.

Happily the paint problems that
bugged us have at last disappeared
and LU'MF now sports a nice shiny coat
of green paint of the colour in which
it was originally delivered. Complete
with its pewly zpplied smile, AEC
badge, London Transport decals and
blinds it terpts us to go 'on road.
Project Manager Peter Smith and his
able crew are now sharing their time
between this and the canteen trailer
whilst Andy Baxter and Rod Lucas
progress the last vestiges of electrical,
mecharical and air work,

Official faunch  will be at
Transportiest in October although
shake down runs with volunteers will
be made befarehand. However, please

no pubication of photographs prior
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Roger Stagg and Graham Smith studying the less than

pristine woodwork revealed beneath the

mahile cantotn,
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paredling of the

to the event in magamines o sociil
media.

Dismanding of the canteen trajler
has commenced revealing as expecred
some rather sorry tmberwork where
water had made an entry over many
years. Mevertheless, replacement
sections are in hand and will be
progressively inserced,

Did you work for LT and ever use
one of these canteens? Record
details/phatographs are sparse to say
the least and If you have any
information, ne mateer how abscura, |
would like te hear from you,

Some af the UMP crew have moved
on to RF |9 and as of this date (early
August) intertor stip out i wel
progressed. Remowval of the later
Green Line luggage racks has given us
a challenge as to how to repair all the
holes LT cut to inscall them. Thara are
vacancies for more volunteers to
assist in progressing this vehicle for

il which funds are
already in place.

Inside the main
hall the rebuild of
the NS body has
made  noticeable
steps Forward with
much of the floor
structure  faid, the
front bulkhead up

anved the raar
hiilkhead being
fabrcated,

Meanwhila, i the
new  Restoration

iMHCE) ‘Workshop bay, two

mambers reman huddled over bags
of brass anglos and channels whilst
drilling and tapping dozens of SBA
holes for ting countersunk screws in
the process of producing eight new
windows.

Mechanical crew members are kept
busy making sure that our vehicles are
fic to attend events and that the Class
6 fleet is at full professional standards.
Mo easy job with the extent of wehicle
mavements and one which we all o
a debt of grattude te those who
ofton put in several days each week to
mgintain this level.

Recenty the Trust arranged far the
re-manufaciure of RT/RF Rexine
Substitute  (Brown] and a  wvery
substantial length was made and
distribured to Museumns and Raibway
Socieries. Ywe have taken into stock a
gquantity of this materfal and a
restricted length s available to
memoers upon request Steictly first
come first served. |t iz net cheap and
has been made o ans of the various
pamerns that LT used Becauss of
manufacouring restrictlons it is made
in medium thickness making it
suitable for side panels and sears. The
material has been used on BT |, RT
2775 and for the seats on G 351,

| take this apportunity to thank all
those who undertmbe works within
the Rolling Steck Department
without whom there would just ba
static exhibits and no restoration.

Roger R Stagg
rrsiifrogeritagp.couk
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LONDON BUS PRESERVATION TRUST LTD
BOARD MEETING MINUTES

As requested on many occasions and now
implemented, Board Mecting minutes will be prsted in
the Cantean for all inverested partias ta read within a
wesk of the Board Meeting taking place. | am now
Minute Secrowary, and will do all | can 1o get the
Minutes up in the Canteen within the week deadline,
Hopedully this action will provide transparency and the
infermation needed for our velunteers and mambers,
Siman Douglas Lane

Minute Secretary and Mon Exec Dirsctor
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In conjunction with the returbishment of RFI9 che
Museum will be commissioning the production of a batch
of Sightsesing RF panoramic window rubber seal. This
wiil imvolve the manufacture of a new die to praduce the
section to the original profile. If you have a Sightseaing RF
and would be interested in being part of this very scrictly
one off batch please let me know ASAP At the same timie
we will ba arranging a further production run of RT/RF
standard window rubber to the hardness @len from an
arigiml unfitted LT sample. Those incerested should also
contact me ASAF

Roger Stagg

Le=ftt The kower deck bodywork of the RS searts to e
shape,

Lower lefi: A newly manufactured and machined internally
sprung over centre window stay, the NS has sisteen of these!

Lower right: A batch of partially assembled windows,

Bottom left: Some of the component parts of the NS hopper
windhowes,

Bastam right: & newly manufactured and madchined bottom
hose radiater casting ready to fit tn 5T 9221

(Al Reger Stagg)
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‘ Not ‘From the Cab’ but
‘From the Underneath’

e

By Rod Lucas and Andy Baxter

Wa are all familiar with the lang term lean of RML 2760,
but not many may be aware of the fun® we've had in
improving its performance.

The bus was delivered ready for the handever

prezentation, and thea the run ra Hampion Court as 2
131 on 215t Apnl. Because Rod was the only persan who
could show any documented evidence that he was
trained on an RML (it going back to his Chiswick days) he
was asked to drive on the run. Late on the previeus
Friday he decided 1o give it 3 spin around the black, but
right from the off, it was sacn apparent that the fully
auromatic gear systerm had ather ideas, in that sometimes
from rese it would pot Bive any gears - remaining in
neutral. Mow: noe many people have chese bits in cheir
suit pocket, but in his, Red had a shorting plug, the one
that fits In place of the automaric gear control panel and
canverts the system to semi automatic as it's known -
like our RMC. Fitzing this remeved the initialty noted fault
but then showed up another, namely excessve slip In all
gears. Andy Baxter and Rod has 2 quick chat and decided
that maybe {and only maybe - they had no gauges) the
line pressure was low, so Andy quickly went under the
bus and wound up the pressure 3 tad on the main lina
accenuator. The Saturday test run showed that this
improved things 2 bit and Rod decided that, provided he
kept both ears spen and drove sccordingly when it
slipped, there was no reasen to cancel the planned trip
the following day 1o Hampton Court. He modified the
original route  miss out the steepish hill from
Weybridge town and used the direct route instead, The
trip was a success and only those with geod trained sars
would have detected a problem.

Due to circumstances, it was some weeks before Andy
and Red did some serious fault finding on the bus, neither
like to just change or owiddle without an analysis of the
Faule First up was checking the actual pressure sut of the
atenuator this is the item that reduces the prressurns
from the main air tnk to the pressure that the gearbox
needs - toa low and the gears can slip, too high and harsh
engagement of the gears can arise. Andy fitted a gauge
and it read 55 pounds per square inch {psi) a little bit on
the low side but not drastically so. However he was not
happy, saying that the pressure was wandaring.
sarmetimes these have been known to rust up when not
used. due to water in the air, so he fitted another ane he
had managed to purlain! He wound it up to 68psi which
is what the bool says for a bus with an 11,3 engine, which
s what 2760 is fitted with But as you have guessed, it
made virtally na improvement. Mext - so &8psi is leaving
the attenuator 1o the eleciro valve black {ep). thars the
device that when the appropriate solencid within |t s

3

energised, directs air 1o the associated gear, but what jx
actually coming out of the ep we asked? So off with one
of the steel pipes on the adapror assembly at che
gearbox, 5Bpsi there so it’s getting that far. Rod suggestad
that we look within this adapmr: az it houses the
Festrictor valve, the litele shuede vabve that allows air in
duickly to bring in the gear, but restricts the discharge of
Ar on gear reloase, often wo slowly and its that thar
causes gear hang on One easy way to check chis
assemnbly is o blow down it casy blow ane way for load
up, blow the other way should be harder for discharge,
and yes they were ficced the WIORE Wiy round on two,
The other twe had completely the wrong adapror
assembly where the restrictors were jammed in one
direction and whichever way you bew was very, very
hard. Mo wonder this poor gearbox was slipping. Andy
found seme adaptors on another gearbox, which we
fiteed and turned around the restrictors that were ficeed
incomrectly. What a difference it mads - nearly done, but
not quite right, We had already dene a flywheel 'stall west’
whera one makes sure the handbrake is hard on 2nd with
ofie foot on the foot brake alse purs it in gear and applies
the accelerator, the engine revs should rise a bie but mot
ruch, In dicrating that the flywheel had semi locked up
and not slipping. The level of oil in the fiywhes! was also
checked and found to be correcr. Andy then had a
theory, what if the garage had done what so many now

CLEARING OUT YOUR UNWANTED

TRANSPORT |ITEMS?
WWHY NOT DOMATE THEM TO THE MUSELIM?

Landon Bus Museum is a Regisrared Charity and cur
fundrsisers ein wrn your gifted items into cish thae kg
the Museum running. Our fundraising stall awends all aur
special events as weall as other functians, and raises several
thewsand pounds each year,

We woud welcome your domation of wour wursvanted
transpart iems and will always consider first what might
benefit the Miseums own Collection before putting
anything up far sale Ve are interested in recevIng

Bus badges, bus stops. enamel signs and plages
tichats and tcker machines
transport uniformes, cap badges ot
maps and timetables
destination blinds
bus posters and nadess
bue madels
tranzport hooks
bus photos, negatives and <iides

We can also accept arher transport-relired jmms
If you are having a clearoet why  net  call
Mokvin Phillips on 01342 115177, emad rme ¥Ifphillips
Ebtinterneccom or Bob Bailey on 01433 524006, email
baileybunchl 6@ rtwerid.cam?
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do who only have now buses in their care, just put any old
ail in the fiywheel (like PSG). He drained the oil which
came out a5 thin 35 water and his theory was correct. We
refilled it with proper oil and, hey presto, it drives
beautifully now. Mow chat was a very strange cure, 25
normally once the flywheel has locked up it stays that
way, but In our case it appeared to lose ics lockup at
medium revs when a high rorque was exeread on it The
gears now drop out when requested and take up nicely
witheut any smatch, true not a fully autormatic as some say
it shauld be, but we like it that way. Whether we ever
revert |t to fully automatic is anather decision. The engine
mountings appear 1o be a liule dred, and this faulc s
magnified by the fact thac the engine is a bt lumpy at
nckover. Andy proposes to have the pump checked at
seme time. Rod fitted a brand new proper big red
indicator knobin place of the ‘cooker switch’ version thar
it arrived with. Unfortunacely remaving the panel that
alse houses the tacho chrew up another myriad of
problems. Mamely the tacha key assembly had at some
time broken and been stuck wagether with glue, and as s
usual, when you get near thewe things they broak off.
Later Kevin Hibbs took the bus ta the Tache pecple and
had a replacement key assembly ficved,

All the wires behind this panel are very dolicate, and
then, what electrician (1 give him the benefit of the doubr)
wolid force stripped wire into an open cotnector then
bock it in with 2 self mpping screw? There are many wires
cut off and un-terminated, probably remains of mods

RML 2780, now hased st Arookiands, ac les Uptan Parl

garage home, 1990, (MMHCE)

dane during the long life of the bus, the acthal pane! made
for the tache mod is very thin and distorts when baoles
are tghtened and it looks tatty with evidence of the
multiplicity of now unused screw holes used over Bme.
A few days later when Kevin wek it out for fuel, the flag
dropped and he had no gears, He banged the panel and
ucterad some expletives and those did the erele
Removing the panal revealed that more wires were just
pushed into terminal rails.WWe then noticed chat the bus
staped live although the arens able was pulled our, its
assembly was also loose on the panel. Removing it
showed that the microswitch had been looped out of
circult, probably because it was corroded up - a bit of
cleaning agent sorted that and we wired it in again. Some
day we will make a new tache panel and re-position the
warning lamp as the indicator housing pardy hides i

Someone said that he was speaking to a driver at U’
where it was based, and he said it was ‘an old tog”
meaning that it was an awful bus - well, mate, not
anymone she ainec.

A

For all collectors of London Bus,  ~""" Nill1 '““-‘-WT[
Tram & Underground memorabilia n
A mew spectalizt avcticn will be held on m
Saturday 26 October 2013 S i
at

Londan Bus Museum, Cobham Hall, Brooklands Road, Weybridge KT 13 0ON
(entry by programme - free in advance or £5 on the day - via the visitor entrance to Brosklands Muselan)
Auction starts | lam {viewing from Jam)

Uz oz 300 lots, including ename! signs & plates, posters, mp badges, maps, timetables, tickets, ralics
I and cther ephenoera

A lrve auction in the recm and werldwide on the Intermet via woenw the-saleroom.comflondontransportauctions

For a free eolowr catalogue in advanee, oF If you wish to enter items for sale, go to our website:
wwjmﬂnnuﬂnipnmmdnm oM

Ljr-JE}hHC-UND

LONDON TRANSPORT AUCTIONS

Auction Ceampany of London, 3rd floor, The Pinnacle, Central Court, Station Way, Crawley RHI0 IJH
Telaphane: 01293 763013 Enail: enquiries@landontransportauctions.com

Ftg fomed Cowrmgmny oo BG5S Ragrooned Addmes Livafon Tramsgetbucoor Lol Yisioen Houm, Snnhridge Prel, Held Lane, Laglahald BHI T gA5
k g ]
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Starting with two views of route 76 in the past.

Left: Queen Victoria Street in the late 1920s. Approaching in the middle distance is a K type working route 76. (LT)
Above: Park Royal bodied G 10 working route 76 in Parliament Square when Victoria was the route’s central London
terminus c.1948. (Collection)

During the Anniversary event.

NS 1995 of the London Transport collection coming and going, 20th July. Right: en route to Tottenham G 351 passes RML
Left, arriving at Tottenham, right about to enter the garage whence G 3311as 901.
just emerged. (MHB) Below: A perhaps surprisingly sophisticated

\ feature for an austerity bodied bus such as
N G 351 is its window winders; RMC 1464 is

‘ passing.

Bottom: RTW 467 at Dalston on its way to
Tottenham.
Bottom right: Line up at the Waterloo terminus
of route 76, RTW 75, HV 24 and G 351.
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Tottenham Garage Centenary

e PNGCWO HBVE DRIVET ==

e of the most eagerly awaited aspects of
lht' l;,lfnl_\,l;lur-r -:.I' Torrterilamm 'G-H‘J:l‘." W l!lql
re-appearanes, sfter moany years ofl the pod,
of the one and only rear  engived
Routernasoer, FRM | Tottenham and Croydon
warm twn of the parapes from which it worked
and at top left it is seen st Roundshaw, on the
site of the old Croydon Acrodrome in 1970

Top right: Leon Danicls, Managing Director,
Surface Transpart, Teansport for Londan and
LBFT Hon Vice-President, poses in front of
FRM | on 20th July 2013,

Lefe: Leon having moved ever aned climbed
inco the cab FRM | scts off on route 348,

(Al MHCB|

Mewly arrpvedd an long-terie loan s BF chassis.
sl BEA coach, MLLT40. For moany years i
restded at Cobham Bus Muceum and its rather
appropriate its now At Brooklands with wariows
aircraft fronm BESA (British European Airways, a
farerunner of Britizsh Airways) close by,

9 London Bus Museumn Magazine




Letter

._ Excellent mawsl

The funding for the Privaie Hire
- profect featwred in lgque & has now
been secured,

Left Private Hire RFW 14, ldentical
to the LBPT's RFYY & is soen 38 the
LT Sidth Annlversary colebrations,
Chiswich, 1981, slongsde proserved
ATW 185 scemingly abowt to sor off
on route Th, [MHCE)

Belaw: Interior and exterior views of
RF 19 swaiting restoration, as it poses
cutside the Muscum ar Brooklands,
| 3t July, 2013, (MHCE)

dmmmam o

D‘ﬂ--ﬂl’!}' mambers recall the firse time 'I:he':rl' rode ora
Londan bus or, more espacially, the firse thne they rode
uraceempinicd?

My very first bus ride would have been on a 607
trolleybus from Southall Broadway o Hillingdon
Church, probably on an Fi, However, as | was less than
a fartnight old, | don't recall the experience vary well!
Forwnately, many maore such journays on these fine
vehicles - and the magnificent Q1 class - were ta follow.

Armazingly. my first unaccompanied bus fourney was
recorded 1 my mother's diary for 1953 At that time |
was at primary school - Lady Margarer School in
southall ta be precise - and said diary recorded that on
I 5th Ocrober 1953 ‘Graham came on bus on his own
from school to [my grandparents’ house in] Mayfield
Gardens, Hanwell". | belleve that iy grandmaother had
been taken ill [she died in December that year] and my
mother had been called to attend to her Presumably
she must have calied at the school en route to leave a
message for me plus some bus fare money. My journey
would have been 3 walle from school 1o the Rutknd
Road stop for reute 105 (RTs from HW and RTLs from
5) and thence to Greenfard Broadweay by a rather more
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direct route than the 105 talues these days. | would have
walked 1o the stop in Ruislip Road, crossing Greenford
Road on the way, in order ta citch a 14T12 an the 211
to the Beresford Avenue stop in Greenford Avenue,
Hanwell The 211 shared the road with route 55 (RTs
from HWW &N but | much preferred to traval ona T -

they were very much rarer than RTs, of tourse
30, at the tender age of 7 years and 10 months | made
my first unaccompanied |n$urnay on a Londen bus. Teday
wie had a couple of aur grandsons with us. The pounger
ane is 7 yaars and 7 months old. If | were to suggest to
iy wife and daughter that, in three moaths tme, he be
sent out alone to ride on two buses, | think we 2l know
what their reaction would be! Even his elder brother,
who's 9 years and 3 menths odd, has never been allowed
out on his own and, certainly, has never had a bus ride
alone, Mot surprisingly, though, they have both
experienced riding on buses of all ages, but abways

accompanied by._well, [l l=2ave you to guess ..
Graham Smith

Editor: Be nice to make this g reawlar feature - reminiscences
af members eorfiest {early) London bus journeys welcomed

1o




The Alexander Dennis VWorks at

Guildford

By Brian A L Jones

Cn h june 2003 around 120 LBM
members  visited the Guildford
premises of Alexander Dennis. Cur
visit was organised by Adrian Palmer
and we arrived in style in three of the
Museum’s buses, including D142, cur
apen-top Dennls dating from 1925,

The wisit started with an illustrated averview of the
history of Dennis primarily provided by John Deonig, the
grandean of ane of the founding brothers.

developed during the 9205 and
12305,

Dwiring WWIl around 5,503 lorries
were constructed for the services plus
00 Churchill tanks, Lloyd bren gun
carrlers and 7,000 trailer fire pumps,

After the War profitable  and
successful production ceontinued, with a forus ean
municipal vehicles, fire engines and buses, until the early
1260, after which sales declined and the Company was
taken over in 1971 by the Hestir Group. From the
outsel, the Compary had utilised its own
power station and that heiped in sustaining
production during later troubled induscrial
tmes when Mercury aircraft tugs were
added 1o the sales lines. A move to
construct trolleybuses was unsuccessid -
the sole wvehicle produced was tested on
an experimental 'Blectroline’ laid out
adjacen ro Dancaster Race Course,

Im 1991 the Company moved across
Lo to it prasant much smaller induserial
estate site and was purchased by the

LBM members wearing high-visibility jackets partly obscure a line-up consisting Alexander bus bodybuilding group, based
{keft to right) of open-top 1925 Duris 4 ton D 142 AEC Regent 11l BT 3450 in 0 Falkirk, Production was then focussed

Groon Line livery, Dennis fire snglon and Leyland Titan RTL 139,

He cutlined how, coming from a Devon agricultural
family, John Dennis had taken up an apprantceship in
Guildford and moved from ironmengery to assembling
bicycies for sale. in 1895, then aged 24 he cpened Great
Universal Stores in Guildiord High Street and was joined
by his 17 yearwld brother, Baymond (the present John's
grandfather). By IB98 they were making motorised
tricycles. Lasger premises, still in Guildford's town centre
were purchased in 1900 as the business expanded into
motorcar production (and still stands, now providing
Woetherspoon®s base in the tawn).

In 1905 a 10 acre sice outside the tewn situated
berween Portsmouth Road and the main raibway line was
bought This was expanded progressively to total 31.5
acres of factory and 21 acres of housing by which time
the area assumed the tide of Dennisville. Pre-Wwi
procuction of Government-subsidised lorries, then
sustzined wartime producticon, enhanced by the purchase
of Dennis’s principal engine supplier White and Poppe
and the subsequent relocation of their plant and workers
from Coventry in 1919 ensured the company’s continuing
success. Motorized lawn mower production commenced
in 1921, In additicn, the specialised fields of fire
applances, refuss collection lorries and dedicated
commercial passsnger wehicle chassis were further

on bus chassis construction. john Dennis
Ltd. was founded as a separate company to produce fire
appliances and other emergency services vehicles on an
adjacent site and continues ta make purchases of vehicle
chassis from Alexander Dennis far their products.

Bus chassls production has gone from swength to
strength, with the Darc midibus being a class leader and
the export marker for double deck buses, particularly for
Hong Kong, sustaining arowth.

Our guide made an intoresting observation that the
output of contamirants from the latese diesel engines
was 50 bow that i rendered the previous advanmages of
LFG powered vehicles negligible, particularty when the
increased cost of cheir development was wken ino
ACCOLNL g} =t o g

The chassis that we B
saw being constructed
during the subseguent
factory tour were for
threa-axle high-capacity
double decl hoges of the
Hong Kong Cirybus fleet,
Woarkers had departocd A Dennbs car (one of three

f I = displayed) ard tweo Dennis lawn
ir'n:'urrt L'u‘_*- pmducu.nn = st e |
ines, after completing imeum dizplay in one of the
their Friday afternocn factory’s entrance areas,
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shift, allowing our gulded groups excellent access for close
examination of the assembly processes, The following
photographs will hepelully provide an overview of some of
the stages involved

Riferenoes:

Destras Buses in Camer = RN Hannoy {1 980) lan Alkan Ui

Above:The (bhee) g i used te ensore accuracy of w;ldml of
the maln chassis members (broam) 2 they are assembled

from large components sourced from several outside
suppliers.

Left: Palnt booth entry
point. A completed
welded chassis & carvied

on s slde on dolly for
application of the grey
surface coat of paint.

Right: The axle assembly
I:-a]r. with a raived Dana
drivien back axle with
brakelretarder units raized
af aippparts, The thied asbe
provides  rear  wheels

Left: A Citybus chassis viewed from the rear, prior to engine
mstallation. The aluminiumn alloy fuel tank can be seen glinting
Behind the driving position {Hong Kong buses are, of course, right-
hand drive. Contents of the blue parts bins s=en on the left are
checkad daily by a factory-hased represontative of business partnor
Henry Halstead that has the contrace to rmakstain supplies on a
‘just b Gime' basis,

Right: The Ewro &
Cumiming engine  has
been installed, but the
addition of the large
fam-assisted  radiator
vertically In the spuaco
to the right is awalted.
Thiree bede=driven silver-
painted gir-conditisning
CHTPressor wunits are
npgded o Cool the bus
interlar 0 the Hong
Bong climace, Dennis
have eloceed to have
the engines defivered with a green finksh to designate Euwro 5 units
compared to Euro & unics that are deliverad in red.,

Above: An Alexander Dennis | 2m long Envliro 500 for l:i:yh“g..
Lnsesally this had been completed in the UK, as roeost
wehicles for Hong Mong were supplied as chassis with the
bodies added locally, Capable of accommaodating up to 171
passengers, this particular bus was also ftted with a red-
painted Curnming Ewra & engine.

Left: The Alesander Deonnks Envlro 350H |5 being jointly
diovelopod with Hispano,
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Nobody’s Exempt

By Rod Lucas

Following my article in our last magazine concerning the
driving of museum vehicles, we had a request from Leon
Caniels to ‘run him through the mill’. Leon a2z you all
know is our 'Hon Yice President’ and alsa in his
professional role, ‘Managing Director, Surface Transporr,
Transport for London', However if he wants o drive
museum buses than he is subject to the same rules as
everyone clse, and he respects that

Leon chose to travel by train from London to
Weybridge, and the conveyance from the station to the
miuseurm was D142, the two chauffeurs being Kevin Hibbs
and Alan Eggleton,

Maormally, the first step would be for his driving o be
assessed by our assessor Bill Ackroyd whio lives in the lsle
of Wight, bt unfortunately for that day he was not
available, so Bill asked Rod Lucas to take on the task on
his bedalf, Rod and the team decided that because of the
natira of Leon job (he may not have driven for a-while)
and he was also on a time restraing for the visic then
pertaps he should have an easy vehicle for chis, and could
ke type trained at the same time. The wehicle chosen was
RML 2780, But because it is a relacively sasy vehide, chis
dOEsN'T Mean you cant get things wrong many have. |
should not have had any thoughts about his driving ability,
he was apparently trained by a Chiswick instructor and it
wis evident from the start he had remambered most of
his teaching. On returning to the museum, he successiully
backed the RML up the driveway and into the engineering
shed where she lives. 5o parts one and two, peneral
assessment and RML (3760) cype traming all ol Mext up
for type training was an air pre-selector and as Tony
Lewiz was to supervise this, he chese RF 226 as the
vehicle. Again his experience showed and Tony was happy
with his performance. (Actmlly Leon is co-owner of

Leon about to drive himself to the station in D 142
{Rad Lucas)

13

RTW 467 - an air pre-selectar),

To gera good cross sectian of our vehicles in one quick
hit is not too easy, bur we decided he cught to have a go
ar G 351, and far this Kevin officiated, assisted by Alan, |
think they were bath surprised haw well he performed,
and judging by his commants he was alse pleased with his
afferts. 5o all in all & suceessiul day for all concerned, and
when time allows he will return o "de” TD 25, G5 34, Q
83, RML 3, 5T %22 and one of the 5TLs, plus any other
refreshars nesded.

But the day didn't finish there, he still necded to pet
back to the sttion, you'll have o drive yoursell we
decided, and by the way the bus is D 142 - well Leon likes
a challenge, so after a quick wour of the controls of the
vehicle. off they went to the station with Leon at the
wheel. Kev and Alan's anly comments were that be played
a fow tunes with the gearbos well we all do, and | think
we may have been a bic annoyed if he hadn'e.

(P Leon - the fecky chafi - bas hod tee feinfepe (o drive the
Mew Bus for Lordon LT class busly

Sunday 20th October
at the Museum

Transportfest 2013

Featuring rarely-soen buses plus tas,
tommencals, amvirgency services
wahicles arc

Cobham Hall Tours Presents
2013 Bus Trips from Brooklands

Thea fatwrrn programime of eocdasie bus tips lor Merbers,
thair fanelas and guests has now boen ssued, The following wips
are |1Eannr=d. Brooklands Museumn Members are vy weliome 1o
parthipane.

ek Saprember Embedey Museum Bis Show & Hadas Oy BP9 € | B
Gah Oxpober Amersham Running Dy AT 3491 £15*
17th Ocrober Beedar & Wermakill Ralway Steam Gak RP 90 £ | §*

Ploase note ticket prices are inchusse of any entry charges at the
desrinarlen ar programre where iclicated] thus: ®

send cheques made payable o LEPT Lod. to Adrian Palmer
48 Heathsede Weybricpe, Surrey KT13 97L

Email skpa'meriZalkolkas: Tel 01932 850624

i Irips are anly toaled when pad for)

| dhe baape chant o will be able o join us on one or more of thesa
% v [ [4T )

London Bus Museum Magazine



Members and Volunteers Update

As our mambership toml heads - steacaly
bwards B we staried our thind pear at
Cobhan Hall en |st August, We have openad
the Museum to the pualic every day for two
yeart which (s a remarisble achwvement,
paniculary 75 we are operating salely with
wahmezers. | congratubiee all those wha have
contribirted to this success over the [ast tso
wears 38 well g thase wha worked rirelaszhy
koo many years beforg the move, o seoure tha
waonderfid facility we now snjoy.

You will have noticed the staffing changes

Membership Renewals

listed on Fage |, prompted by Michael
Wickham's departure frem the: Coundl of
Management. | am sure that you will want o
joine me Cin thanking him far R eweeflant
comribution over the kst epght years which
inchuded his covering mo lewer than sght key
rales ooer the kst twe years, We swe hen an
emorinous debt of gradrude for his neonting
support of the Mussum; be will be preaty
missad ar Dirocror lovel,
I am pleased to reporc that we have
recemed interest In @ mumber of the robes
vacated, including
Granes Officer and

Far-the Beiefie of Pirberet \mbs b rane e compsned o divect debiciametion fos

Fundraising
Director. Alio we

alss be missed and we wish hee wall for the
fubure. n

Pouts remainng to be filled if snyone wishas
Ba waltimtees are 55 follaws:

o Commercial Direcoar

® Appeals Organiser

» FAnancial Contrallar

# Markaring Manager

w Fross Oificer

® Fecer Orpanisar

m Volunoeers' Managsr

Folowing my piece @ dhe last ne |
shoukd ke to thank the sight people who
imlarmed me thae thelr Direct Dedits (DL
for deeir annual subscriptions had not been
eaken from thelr bank accounes, Investizaton:

j:":ﬂﬂ:""ﬂ L; alr mamhersp fane ane r=sinie ol noe Mot &ER. 4o pleased  ta by the previews Francial Director (FD) are

thee next-gi imon e - i

The Rl S s 8 1 o Sirmmi < Discamoer 20118 o0 ]'::::;“"“m e m[; :::E:ﬁ :':'h:"n::‘r‘l‘:ﬁf *I';‘l;":: E’;ﬁ

Bt r F ik roi = 5

| OHIIEE S Mk Badekey siee  and  Seclal  completed 3 DD for the acquisition fund and

b7 W i Mlarmar Beaner Media fob, John it has not been processed ver please coreact

:ﬁ {'ﬁi:,lgg'g:é ; R':'Ff” = E Camermole to the  Stephen Edwands, the cumrent FOLU

s BimEwT 3 Michd Commercial Thanks to the volunteers who assisved in

15e7 Ino0i: 3 Parrick Cofins Mariger rabe ard  efsudng e Suecess af che “Aiutics Surmmer’

(1.0} a3 Do Haniduccosbe the alveady well  evenc We shall reed & lot more volunteess for

::‘E‘ 3}':::‘35’:‘; : Em Hart occupied Kewin  Transpordiest in Ocrober and | shall be writing

ilg A1 1 t‘.nmal:g Hbbs hos offared oot in September ve dhe ‘woal suspects’ w

139 AL RaEe 3 M B ra eake on the enliss thair sipport

:g;* ?aﬁ;-‘iﬂli: mﬁm Customar Soma: advanced notice for you of next year’s

Relacrions r Xmas meh This ke been provisional

1% A0 3 Pl ity Management E:;:ukad with Silvermere for ST-'ph:f Eﬁtﬁ

17 14412002 3 Pt Ships

T TR0l 3 Garshama Sy (CRM)  Systems  January 1014, shall start to mabe boakings far

1695 141072005 3 oo Smedley rede vacabed by this on bst December. | have been guabed

;fﬂJF g:?ﬁm ; }}:: Sk Tullm Yymorozka,  £33.55 for the sl four caurses, half price
! [P ; L R

The r.:I'---.-.-nn sabsrptinem will bucume dee o the paricd) sy - Haneh W4 2:“}': WTJ:I‘:;: hl.:-d_ :;';hildrﬂ:t :‘::Fsﬂlil:ﬂlrt ::ﬂ?ﬂlr:r

L Auninionl Rorp trdams e teed :

bF AN IS 4 Fdorman Ansca b work  wisa b Folowing 3 fow problers with sating this

;Ilg :ﬂ"m? : simon: Copa expired and her  year| shall be irsiting choce whe owish e siton
I 7100] £ Aobin Dymon futere in the UK 5 the sme mbie with a group of G&mily or

i512 L0 4 Ereqan Edwardi x : R ;

L e o uncertan, ¥We ame  friends o provide advanced nogice of their

52 DN & Jabn Geny moft graveful o Intentons so | ocan reserve fables, The

$60 D0 4 Kemph Heley ber for che lald the  madmum nember of sears railable & ane

125 i 4 Darad Jonns foundations of our  hundred and we traditionally heve had up w

R i IT database and  ninety awendling, This is one of the few socsl

i E,:-”m i Dirdd Lesies was g real zszet evenid that we run oand it B i1i§1|:|r

+H LT 4 Floedl Lusczss wio happered t5  recommmended to pou. Full detaik will be

B3 O MG 4 Lsrenics Mdlect came dlong at just  pested on the web site, & newelaciers and in

:EE‘: ;:E:gﬁ: gm rhe right teme o the winter magazine in due eourse:

) e lani 4 Tariy Mesrii help ws. She will Stove Edmonds. HR Director

1564F W IR0H0 4 laim Mumay

16 QEMINITS 4 Coln Prince MNew Members

IEIZF  G3mioi ¢ Torence Pavs

sz QTS & Maketm Hickman Wsloors 1o e Tolawing new members who have joined since tha kst AagEsne

?;-H ﬁ?{iﬁi : Jote F'-m;"“ euivrsy thare sre T8% mrambans of tha mussum

1ET4F |ﬁ:'|;u.l]_:||2 £ Hmm;.;qm 1767 Adan Bingwn - . | Z48F Michaol Azhdown - Durwosk

59 F0/100000 £ Patar John Seete ‘Werserizg Maidmon: 1769 Rew Alan Hiddleos - Durtan

I BI04 Johw Vilkars 1754 Cl'lgﬁm- . I¥ Hiﬁiﬂriw -

Jaming daves fovo been included as 2 reminder TgsLar upon |hames B

s anpieting o bt detsr b will soee both pon and as comiderrhle dme asd 1759 lan Dwies - Epsom IFF]  Peter Howson - s Byfloat

the Eem com b dosnboarer? Troam e wehuie prdder oar an’ o yon mar s e e [TE0F Gordon Hughwes - Machmllih 1772 Bruce Ebiotr - Binstend

3 Dl wend o ang, Fopou gl oy Ly the afd s eoern et lene sasiy IT8IF M E'-'EE""?"E b S - 1773 r"'"'.l' Har ey - Btaratior

thar pou heve informied your bank of the cumess sudscription rates (e below]. o Aldras Lavghy 175 P Egrasita - Dl

wilsh mo pay by chegue, phease rake o o LBFT Lod ane send peome ot dha Mustami 1 TR0 Plicke Pagn - Wiarwak: I77  jobe Wikan - Londas

ke, [E3F Peter 'Wisoon & Kathrn Grmest - | T77F Eric & Saedm joaes - Cambecley
Ve varlue pour suppore and  bonk forsrird oo redebdng your Fnewel Thame 1378 Poul Fesin - Maddury
Fleria<hip R ITEd Pypar Farmeius - Y mcainton 1773 Deick Morsy s
e e R 1765 Dipdd de wWillde - Darking Secdingon. Creydon
Cpige - £45 1766 lan Biredl - Crasdey 1780 Mickael MoCormack « Chiswick
Farrly . 655 (L aduks and 3 chidmen ender 16) | 7ETF ‘Witham & Carcl |anes - 1781 Bﬂal_h&'rm--ﬂl’-h'-.t

Dokl ey s, Bliisbr s by Pl ages ‘Wegarnawr Fark 1762 Martin Gray - SeAEanz
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G 151 I Parliament Equar‘-:-. 20ch jul}l.rﬁlﬁhratlng the centanary of moute Th, with an LT {New Bos for London) ol route 24 whick
the LTs tools over on 221nd June, in the background, (Peter Fobek)




