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By Royal Appointment!
London Bus Museum was

asked by Brooklands Museum
Patron HRH Prince Michael of
Kent to provide some vintage

vehicles to transport the
guests at the wedding of his

daughter Lady Gabriella
Windsor in and around The

Home Park, Windsor on
Saturday 18th May. An old

Norman arch made the choice
of vehicles very limited so our

RFs 226 and 395 were
accompanied by T499 from

Ensignbus. Our security
cleared crews were (left to

right) Colin Fradd, Ian
Barrett, Graham Burnell,

Graham Smith, Roger Stagg,
Leon Daniels and Derek

Hanlon. Photography inside
the royal premises was strictly

limited so we posed here at
Brooklands before departure.

(Colin Fradd)

The views expressed in this magazine are those of the individual
contributors. They are not necessarily the views of the London Bus
Preservation Trust Ltd, its Trustees, Directors or Officers, London
Bus Museum Ltd, its Directors or the Editor.
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Please send contributions for the magazine to the
Editor at michaelhcbaker@ com, or by post to

the Museum at the address opposite.
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Contacting the Museum
Telephone
01932 837994. The phone is manned by the duty volunteers during opening hours
but please bear in mind that most of the officers work from home, so it may be a
question of passing a message on. Contact by e-mail (see below) will usually bring a
quicker response.

E-mail
Please use the General Enquiries e-mail form on the Museum's website.

Post
The Museum's postal address is:
London Bus Museum
Cobham Hall
Brooklands Road
WEYBRIDGE  KT13 0QS
Please note that this address cannot be used for visits in person, which should be
via the main entrance.
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Public Transport has always provided a rich source of material
for funny men and ladies on the radio and TV, a tradition which
we are glad to note continues to this day. As one who spent a
year at the beginning of the Second World War, long before I
ever went to school, evacuated to Bognor I've always had an
affection for the Sussex resort and those gorgeous green and
cream Southdown buses upon which I used to ride. Toby
Jones's latest offering, Don't Forget the Driver, in which he plays
a somewhat put upon coach driver based in Bognor, is billed as
a comedy but a good deal of it is distinctly down, definitely
watchable, reminiscent of the school of comedy of which Fawlty
Towers is the prime example where you sit peering through
your fingers at the screen, pleading silently 'No, no please don't
go there,' but the hero always does.

Peter Kay is, in your editor's humble opinion, nothing short of a
genius, and at the end of the final episode of the sublime Car
Share he, in the character of John, and Kayeigh, played by the
divine Sian Gibson, their car having been wrecked, sit blissfully
happy side by side as they continue their journey to work and,
one assumes a life happy ever after, on the back seat of a bus.
Which brings us to the runaway comedy hit of the year, both in
the UK and the USA -  Fleabag. Written by, and starring Phoebe
Waller-Bridge, I won't reveal how it all ends if you don't happen

to have seen it yet, but the setting for the final scene for her
and the other leading character, the Priest, played by Andrew
Scott, is a London bus shelter.
Much further back in time Tony Hancock got a mention in the
last issue of our magazine and Colin Read reminds us that his
film, The Rebel, featured Bingham Road station which is now on
the Tramlink Network. In one episode of radio’s Hancock's Half
Hour he plays a tram conductor but, typically, has ideas above
his station, claiming to have a public school background and,
desiring to inject a little classical culture into his passengers’
humdrum lives, calls out as the tram approaches one of the
busiest junctions in the inner suburbs, “Next stop Elephantus et
Castleus!”

Finally, who can forget, well I can't anyhow, Albert Modley,
whose act, apart from telling silly jokes, included a complete set
of drums and cymbals, which, just as the curtain was about to
fall, he turned into the controls of a Blackpool tram.
I thank you, you lucky people.

We have just about worked through your fascinating memories
of routes you grew up with, holiday recollections, favourite
types, etc. so please, this is your chance to shine in print and
bring back days of yore, with or without photographs. This
really is your magazine so let’s hear from you.

Albert Modley

From the Editor

Trams without windscreens actually survived into the early
years of the Second World War, such as this one at Chelsea
Bridge.   The contrast between the E1s in this condition on
route 32 and the 'pre-war' RTs which they would have met at
Clapham Common would have been extraordinary.

(Collection)
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An impressive array of RTs (and one RTW)
at Barking Garage on 30th March
 (Peter Zabek)

Barking Bonanza
The special event on 30th March to mark the 40th anniversary of the last RTs in service at Barking mustered 50 RT
family buses for the occasion, as well as a few RFs and RMs. Here is a selection of photos taken on the day, along with
some older photos of buses in and around Barking, including some from that final day in 1979.  All photos by MHCB
unless otherwise credited.

The procession leaves
Barking Garage on
30th March
 (Peter Zabek)

The view on
arrival at River
Road from
RT604 on 30th
March

RT2775 passing
Wetherspoons at
Barking Station
on 30th March

View from
the
platform of
RT3232 on
30th March

Crowds at
Barking

Garage on
30th March
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All aboard RT3232 at Barking Station bus stop on
30th March

Another view of the line up  at
Barking Garage on 30th March

RF113 at Barking
on 30th March

RT190, the oldest post-war RT at the event,  mixes with
modern buses at Barking Station  on 30th March

RT4779 freshly repainted red at Barking on 30th March
(Phil Hambling)

RTL1256
at
Barking
on 30th
March
(Colin
Read)

Barking
garage
line up
c.1949

with Gs
and STLs

(Coll)
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Barking area bus map from 1950s

SA3 trolleybus 1748 in September 1955

Barking c1933.  Ilford Corporation tram No. 39 built 1932 on
route 93, Chadwell Heath to Barking. The tram was sold to
Sunderland where it lasted till 1954.  (AWV Mace)

RT624,
destined to
be the last
passenger
carrying RT,
on the 87
with DMSs
surrounding
it

RT4126 in  November 1978

RT and DMS framed by Barking Station bus shelter in 1979

Barking
trainers
RCL 2251
and RT
2972 in
1978

Final
RT624
inside

Barking
Garage in

1979
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The procession in 1979 with RT1 leading

In 2009, Stagecoach Optare Versa 37014 heads towards the Gascoigne Estate on the 62, whist Dennis Trident 17380 heads in
the opposite  direction.

Barking’s LT1375 on route 87 c1947 (Collection)

Scruffy looking RT1797 in 1979

Crew change-over in 1979, with RT, RM and DMS
in background
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On January 13th 2013, in order to
celebrate 150 years of the London
Underground, The Locomotive
(Metropolitan No.1) headed a special
train made up of late Victorian
carriages borrowed from the Bluebell
Railway, making several trips from
Kensington Olympia to Moorgate. My
wife and I travelled on one of the
trips as specially invited guests of the
Museum's CEO in recognition of my
part in saving the locomotive from
being broken up.
In addition to securing the future of
one elderly Steam Locomotive, I was
also learning to drive, and on passing
my test looked around for a motor
car which I could afford on
apprentice wages. My choice, much
to my Father's displeasure (lowering
the tone of the neighbourhood you
understand!) was a 1929 Austin 16/6
with a Fabric Body. A car which
incidentally, I still own 56 years later
(!)  and which has had an eventful life
in my care enjoying several
appearances in films and television
programmes.
One such film was 'Hanover Street'
starring Harrison Ford and Leslie-
Ann Down, part of which was filmed
at Elstree Studios on a set which
represented war-time London.

Somehow, the film crew got to know
of my connection with London
Transport and assumed that I was

with the RTs and that I knew how to
drive them. During the time there I
had been given a Master Class on
driving the RT by a friend of mine
who owned a vintage taxicab, so I
knew my way around the rudiments
of what made them go and what
made them stop.
This was very fortunate as I was
approached to 'lose' the two parked
up RTs as they were not needed in
shot. Putting into practice what I had
learnt earlier I confidently climbed
into the cab and got it running, into
gear and away around the Studio's
perimeter road, on finding a suitable
spot I parked up and went back to
the second bus and did the same with
that. Quite an experience and what a
joy the RTs were to drive.
Owning a Vintage car brought me
into contact with many like-minded
souls when I joined several clubs

Buses and Trains (Part 2)
By James Stringer

My 16/6 with Granddaughter 'Molly’ (Author)

S454 on the London to Brighton run (MHCB)
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which would cater for my interest.
One such club was the HCVC.
Athough the Austin was not a
'commercial', the meetings at Victoria
in a room over the Coach Station
were interesting. One member was
Philip Richards who, as well as
owning a 1928 30 cwt Dennis box
van beautifully finished and lined out
as a 'Barkers of Kensington' delivery
van, also owned a 1928 Hillman
Saloon car, and it was in this that we
went off to visit a scrap yard in Tring
looking for parts for his Hillman.
We did not find anything useful for
Philip's Hillman, but I did discover
what I believed to be the remains of
an old London bus, From what I
could make out through the
undergrowth it was certainly quite
old as the radiator had 'GENERAL'
on the header, and I considered that
it may have been an 'S' or 'K' type.
On my return home I telephoned
Michael Banfield the HCVC's
Chairman and told him of my find. As
I recall he did not seem very
interested, but literally a few days
later the bus in question was seen
going down the Western Avenue
(Acton) on Banfield's low loader. The
beautifully restored London General
'S' type - S 454 now occasionally has
pride of place in the Museum!
We move on now a few more years
to the latter part of the 1960s and by
now I had a fiancée and had
purchased a 1935 Morris Eight saloon

car for her to learn to drive in. We
re-painted it (in my Father's garage
whilst parents were away on holiday),
and it did look good in its new colour
scheme of maroon and black. We
then decided to go for a long drive
up to Uxbridge to visit Ernie
Quinton, the Chairman of the
Uxbridge & District Vintage Vehicle
Society. I will gloss over the incident
where my future wife drove OVER
one of the many roundabouts along
the A40, much to the amusement
(thankfully) of a police officer who
just happened to witness it, and

continued on as if nothing had
happened to Quinton's yard at
Uxbridge, for there, standing in all its
decrepit glory, bound round with
sturdy rope to prevent it from falling
apart was The - yes THE Tilling ST, -
ST 922,which had just been rescued
and brought there by the late Prince
Marshall from a scrap yard where it
had been used as an 'office' amongst
other things. It had been fitted with a
wood-burning stove, as the chimney
attached to it went up through the
roof via a hole in the upper deck
floor. The next time my wife and I
saw ST 922 was when we travelled
on it during the time London
Transport operated it on Route 100.
I believe it was one of these buses
that I travelled on in the late 1940s.
possibly on the number 12 route
from Marble Arch to Acton, as I
insisted on riding on the upper deck
because of the novelty of climbing up
the open stairs. Oh, and the journey
back from Uxbridge in the Morris
was not without incident either,
when, on driving past Ealing Common
the entire sliding roof complete with
runners decided to part company
with the rest of the car and ended up
in the middle of the Uxbridge Road.
We did not keep the Morris much
longer after that.

Rear view of a Morris 8 (MHCB)

ST922 on Route 100 at Covent Garden (MHCB)
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(Photo by Peter Zabek)



Summer 2019                        10

Spring Gathering
2019

Photos by
Michael HC Baker, except
where otherwise credited
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Having reappeared, the New River passes under Ridge
Avenue and runs parallel to Green Lanes (Winchmore
Hill) and Palmers Green, crossing over Pymmes Brook,
just to the north of the North Circular Road, where there
is another short walk alongside an elevated section. At
Bowes Park it disappears into the Wood Green Tunnel
(1852), which replaced another large loop, of which no
trace remains, re-emerging beside the main East Coast
Main Line north of Hornsey station. Here there is another
pumping station and with a view of Alexandra Palace. This
section is walkable as far as Turnpike Lane.
Heading towards Finsbury Park it passes under nine
parallel residential roads between Wightman Road and
Green Lanes (known locally as 'The Ladder' due to the
configuration of the roads) before passing beneath the
Gospel Oak-Barking line and through the Park itself,
where it is fully accessible. In Hornsey can be found
Chadwell Lane, Great Amwell Lane (qv) and New River
Avenue and there is a New River Stadium in Tottenham.
Such recognition is most praiseworthy.
Under Green Lanes now, there is a very pleasant walk
thence to the euphemistically named Seven Sisters Road
Bridge, before swinging round to run alongside the East
and West Reservoirs. The river terminates at the East
Reservoir after which the water is pumped to
Walthamstow for treatment. The West one is now used
as a lake for sailing etc under the name Woodberry
Wetlands, with very pleasant new residential development
alongside. Here is to be found the West Reservoir

Centre, a most impressive filter house
building, in which some of the original
equipment has been preserved and which
is now used as a venue for meetings,
weddings and other functions. There is a
café with wooden decking outside
overlooking the West Reservoir (and
very welcome for weary walkers!).
No less impressive here is the Victorian
cathedral-like former Stoke Newington
Pumping station adjacent, which is now in
use as a climbing centre. This was
designed by William Chadwell Mylne,
Engineer for the New River Company. It
once contained three beam engines but
fell out of use in 1942. Until the 1980s
there were filter beds on the other side
of Green Lanes here; these have now
been filled in and built over, the name
Myddleton Avenue being noted on one of
my visits.
At Ferry Lane, Tottenham the erstwhile
Pumping Station (which contained two
steam powered pumping engines), an

additional 325hp steam turbine engine was installed
around 1907 and could deliver 11 million gallons of
unfiltered water from the River Lea to the New River at
Stoke Newington, as well as water to Woodford and
Crouch Hill. The river supplies some 48 million gallons
(220 megalitres) to London daily.

The disused section (post-1946) thence ran through the
very pleasant Clissold Park, which has been partially left in
water as a feature. There is a New River Restaurant in
Stoke Newington Church Street. The river then ran
beneath Aden Grove and Petherton Road (N5), which

London's Unsung Waterway (Part 2)
By Colin Read

The New River near Palmers Green (John Norman)

Flotilla of Canada Geese on the disused section through Town Park, Enfield
(Colin Read)
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section was piped in 1870. There is a grassed section
between the set back Victorian houses along this road.
Today, a very pleasant shortish walk may be had beside a
restored section from St Paul's Road (close to Canonbury
station) through to Canonbury Road (nearest station
Essex Road).

Heading further south, there is another short walk
through Duncan Terrace Gardens marking the former
course of the river, between Duncan Terrace and
Colebrooke Row (N1). The river then crossed what is
now City Road, virtually behind Angel station and
followed the course of Rosebury Avenue, past Sadler's
Wells theatre to terminate at The Round Pond, an
enclosed 200ft diameter pond, from where water for
properties in the City was released by means of stopcocks
through wooden (elm) pipes. The headquarters of the
river was at Water House (originally Cistern House).
It should be remembered that in those days this area was
largely rural and not built-up as today. In 1708 a new
reservoir was built at Claremont Square (just off the
present day Pentonville Road), the power to lift the water
to this higher level being provided originally by a windmill
(not very successful I gather) then by an atmospheric
steam engine from 1768. Other smaller reservoirs were
built in the area as demand grew for water. This engine
was replaced in 1786 and between 1897-8 and 1901-3.
The disused engine house still exists as do remnants of
the Round Pond.
The site of Water House (demolished 1914-15) is now
taken by New River Head (1920), former headquarters of
the Metropolitan Water Board, now occupied as flats. It
also includes the preserved late 17th century Oak Room
(open to the public on occasions), which contains some

fine wooden carving attributed to Grinling Gibbons, some
authentic Chippendale chairs and a ceiling painting of
William III.
Now covered over (and viewable) the Claremont Square
reservoir still functions as a reservoir on the Thames ring-
main around London.
Two further transport-related aspects I've discovered
recently include the use of construction spoil from the
construction of the Victoria line in the 1960s being used
for New River infill in the Enfield area (possibly where it
was diverted) and that when the Piccadilly line was
extended northwards from Finsbury Park in the early
1930s, the actual tube was encased in an extra steel jacket
to prevent flood damage. Googling The New River and
New River Head on the internet will find you more
information and maps, and the New River Action Group
has a website.

Nearest railway and Tube stations to the present and
former river are Hertford East, Ware, St Margarets, Rye
House, Broxbourne, Turkey Street, Enfield Town, Enfield
Chase, Winchmore Hill, Palmers Green, Bowes Park,
Alexandra Palace, Hornsey, Harringay, Manor House,
Canonbury, Essex Road and Angel.
I am sure that the founders would be delighted to
discover that the New River is still doing virtually what it
was intended to do, some 400 years after its instigation.

The former Stoke Newington pumping station (Colin Read)

Pump house buildings at New River Head (John Norman)
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The workshop is currently undergoing a major sort out in
an attempt to improve tidiness and dispose of unwanted
materials and tools. Bus owners should look for what may
be bargains on sale at the workshop entrance on June
23rd.
RF19 has now received its COIF so becomes a fully
fledged PCV. It will appear alongside RT1 at the City of
London Cart Marking held at the Guildhall on 17th July
having already taken part in the HCVS London to Brighton
run.
The restored Canteen Trailer was launched on Members’
Day by Leon Daniels, John Bedford and the family of the
late Peter Smith who originally headed up the project. So
much interest has been shown that attempts to replace

the tyres and complete the braking system are
programmed for Winter 2019/20 to make it possible to
re-visit some of its original haunts.
D142 is now under rehabilitation, on the good side only
the upper side of the upper deck planking needs renewal
whilst on the down side the radiator top tank is beyond
repair and we are faced with the heavy costs of having a
new one manufactured.
NS174 is making good progress, The radiator to the
Tillings ST has been repaired and replaced and it is about
to be towed to the workshop for fitting of the new
propshaft. RF226 has returned from store and fitted with
a new differential and had an air tank leak dealt with.
This keeps us all busy!

From the Workshop
By Roger Stagg

Outside
Barking
Station
RT624
hangs

back to
allow

RTL1256
to rejoin

the
procession

returning
to BK

(Graham
Smith)

More from Barking

Forty years ago RT1, its paint scarcely dry, arrives to take
up its position at the head of the procession.  Cameras
ready, RT1 was undoubtedly the star of the show (MHCB)

Barking garage was home to the austerity Guys for the best part of
ten years.   Park Royal bodied G62 on. route 62 stands ahead of a
very different Park Royal bodied bus, RT410, c1950  (Collection)

Green Line route 723, running between Aldgate and Tilbury
Ferry, served Barking for many years.   Here RCL2234
stands in Aldgate bus station in 1971 (MHCB)
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Membership
A welcome flurry of new Trust
membership applications received in
2019 so far, mainly from visitors to
the Museum, has increased the total
to almost 900.
Members’ Day saw a hundred of us
enjoy a mix of bus rides on RFs 19
and 395, the launch of the Canteen
trailer with special guests, talks from
Tamalie Newbery, CEO of
Brooklands and Leon's chairman's
chat. Continuous supplies of tea,
coffee, soft drinks and snacks kept the
event lively and enjoyable. My thanks
to all those who crewed buses,
provided food and participated in the
conversations in the Trustee update
session.

Volunteering
Two recent notable and most credit-
worthy LBM events deserve our
commendation and thanks. Firstly,
"RTs and RFs return to Barking" held
on 30 March and secondly the 46th
annual Spring Gathering at
Brooklands. The Barking event was
organised and run by Peter Osborn,
LBPT's Treasurer, together with his
team of helpers, including strong
support from Stagecoach and Go-
Ahead London. My thanks go to
them, not least because a very decent

amount of money was raised through
the event for Trust funds. If you didn't
manage to get to Barking, some spare
programmes are on sale in the
Museum's reception shop.
SG2019 was masterminded by
Deryck Fill, LBPT's Events Manager
and Marketing Director, ably aided
and abetted by his Events team. Very
much a team effort it was
meticulously planned and organised to
a high level of professionalism. Ninety
plus people volunteered their time
and commitment to cover all the
bases on the day, resulting in yet
another resounding success. My
thanks go to them all.
Considering that we learned so much
from the huge experience of almost
five decades of running events, it is
not surprising that we do it so well.
Planning is key and is thorough;
nothing left to chance. Things can go
wrong on the day but we are able to
think on our feet and use our
experience and ingenuity to find
solutions and smooth over any rough
edges. My thanks go to Peter and
Deryck for taking the lead in our
collective efforts to delight our public
and maintain our reputation in the
heritage bus world.
At the time of writing our "On the
Buses" event is at the planning stage

and it is clear that our aspiration to
display the whole of the Trust's
collection of vehicles on the
Brooklands Finishing Straight is not
going to be a practical option. They
are all expected to be on site but
some vehicles will have to remain in
Cobham Hall. An interesting contrast
for us on the day will be the use of
some of the latest hi-tech vehicles on
the Weybridge station shuttle.
Finally, we are well aware of our
growing and urgent need to attract
more people into the organisation, in
particular to Volunteering. We are
not yet in a strong enough position
financially to employ permanent staff.
Peter Brown, our co-opted Hon Sec,
has been tasked with leading a project
to explore ways we can boost both
Membership and Volunteer numbers.
He is gathering a team together to
devise a fresh approach to recruiting
new blood to sustain and advance us
to the next level of achievement as a
national Museum of importance.
The Trust's AGM on 13th July will be
your opportunity to contribute your
views as to how you wish to see the
organisation develop over the next
few challenging years. I hope to see
you there.

Membership and Volunteering
By Steve Edmonds

The late Peter Smith’s wife and family pose in front of the
Canteen Trailer before being served tea and cakes inside
together with John Bedford (Roger Stagg)

The chairman tucks into an egg and bacon breakfast inside the
Canteen Trailer (Roger Stagg)
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As I sit writing this on a cold, grey January day most
people's thoughts will have turned to summer holidays. In
my case, for the first 15 years of my life, that meant only
one thing. Two weeks on the island of Jersey.
My family had been introduced to Jersey by my
grandparents, who used to visit before the war. They fell
in love with the place and took the first opportunity to go
back after the war was over and the Nazis were gone, but
were not always greeted with the hospitality they might
have hoped for, some people still feeling resentment for
the way they thought they had been abandoned by the
British government during the war. I believe they were
actually spat at in the street on one occasion. However,
this did not last, thankfully.
As my father worked on the railway and the railway
owned many of the ferries in those days, the most logical
way to get there was by sea. The Caesarea and the Sarnia
were the two regular vessels on the route.  I think it was
probably the cheapest way too, as money would have
been very tight for them at that time. This was very much
a mixed blessing for me, and I suffered dreadfully with
seasickness. A night crossing wasn't too bad because I
usually managed to sleep at least some of the way, but day
crossings were purgatory, and the queasiness often went
on for days afterwards. St. Peter Port in Guernsey was the
first port of call, and I remember being mightily relieved to
see the Guernsey Albion Victor single deckers in their
maroon and cream livery parked up near the harbour
waiting for customers, because that meant there was only
another couple of hours to go and we could get off! My
heart did sink on one day crossing, though. We
approached Jersey in the late evening and a thick fog had
descended upon St. Helier harbour, such that the captain
announced we would be unable to dock that night due to
poor visibility and would be dropping anchor in St. Aubins
Bay for the night. However, shortly after that, little lights
started appearing on the port and starboard sides of the
vessel. Some members of the Jersey fishing fleet had put
to sea, and they escorted the ferry safely into harbour, so
we were able to disembark after all!
In those days there were still double deckers on Jersey.
Jersey Motor Transport had a wide variety of buses
(compared to London Transport) on a comparatively small
island. Double deckers were always Leyland PD2s in one
guise or another, including ex-LT RTLs and "tin fronts"
while Albion Victors ruled the single deck roost. Other

types were used on routes which had special
requirements due to narrow roads and sharp bends, etc.

I liked Jersey's buses, I think mainly because they had ex-
LT RTLs on the island and they were just as colourful as
their London brothers. I thought J.M.T.’s green and cream
livery (similar to Southdown) suited them. It seemed that
every available panel was covered in an  advertisement for
something or another! The local beer "Mary  Ann" was
advertised on the side of every bus I can remember, the
rear domes of the single deckers often advertised
"Dubonnet" and the interiors frequently advertised
perfume or eau de cologne. I suspect this may well have
been because Jersey was a Duty Free port, so the sale of
alcohol and luxury items to visitors would have been a
lucrative business. There were other advertisers, of
course. I remember advertisements for Robertsons
marmalade which would cause a furore these days with
their caricatures of "people of colour"......
I always felt that the RTLs were a cut above the other
buses, especially the "tin fronts", which I thought were the
"ugly ducklings" of the fleet.
J.M.T. didn't seem to have any particular preference as to
allocating the different variations of PD2 to particular
routes. In fact they sometimes gave the impression of
struggling to muster enough serviceable vehicles to run
the services at all! In fairness to them, they must have had
some logistical problems to overcome. In those days, most
people booked their accommodation "half board".
This meant that at about 4pm there was a mass exodus
from the beaches with people trying to get back to their
hotel or boarding house for their evening meal, most of
whom were going in one direction, towards St.Helier. My

Jersey Buses
By John Birnie

Former RTL485  (Author)
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parents were both sun worshippers and beach lovers.
Their favourite beach was St. Brelade's Bay, which was
served by route 14. When time came to go back to your
accommodation, it wasn't unusual to see 60+ people
queuing for the next bus. There was a small terminus
there, but it couldn't accommodate more than two buses
easily, and no buses was more common! J.M.T. were
obviously under pressure, and virtually anything that was
serviceable could turn up as a "Relief". St.Brelade's Bay
was at the bottom of a long, fairly steep hill, so both bus
and driver had to be on top of their game. There was a
promenade, so drivers used to try and build up speed to
have a fighting chance of getting to the top without
incident. A steep hill, a heavily loaded bus and a missed
gear were a recipe for disaster! I remember the driver of
an Albion Victor single decker cursing his steed because it
was stoutly refusing to drop into the gear he wanted! We
made it to the top of the hill, but only just!
In those days J.M.T. used to permit smoking in any part of
the bus, so the journey back to our accommodation was
often accompanied by the unmistakable aroma of
cigarettes and sun tan oil coupled with a fair amount of
sand on the lower deck floor!
I remember the RTLs came to Jersey in two batches. The
second batch seemed much smarter to me, particularly
the interiors. They were painted in J.M.T.’s corporate
livery inside, and I think the blinds were actually
manufactured by LT and dispatched to the island. Whilst
the exteriors of the first batch were in corporate livery
the interiors were a bit of a motley collection. At least
one (J.M.T. No.1. I think) was running around in full LT
livery in the lower saloon (Including red relief stripe) and
others (including J.M.T. No.4) had bottle green all-over
internal liveries similar to that used in Country Area and
Green Line RFs. For some reason best known to
themselves in the upper saloon J.M.T. had neatly cut away
the interior roof dome of No.4, leaving the air vents
standing proud but also exposing the underside of the
somewhat dented exterior dome for all to see. Perhaps it
was because of damage or to improve ventilation. but it
looked very odd to me.
J.M.T. double deckers always had problems with
overhanging branches and I suspect this is why they were
dropped by subsequent operators on the island. I think
because I used to get bored with going to the same place
all the time, we sometimes went to other beaches. St.
Ouens Bay was a long stretch of sandy beach on the
Atlantic coast, but was not as popular as St. Brelade's Bay
because it suffered the curse of "quick sand" making it
unsafe for children. I think they surf there these days, and I
remember "banger" racing being advertised.. This was

served by Route 12. I remember sitting on the top deck of
a 12 as it pulled up at a stop on Route Orange near La
Moye (I don't think it was an RTL) accompanied by the
clatter of branch on bodywork. I looked to one side to
see a red squirrel sitting in the branches enjoying some
nuts, totally un-phased by the arrival of me and the bus!
A favourite trip of mine was to Gorey and Mont Orgueil
castle on the east coast. Route 1 was the bus for this. It
was unusual in that it started at St Aubin and did not
terminate at the main bus station, The Weighbridge,
running through it instead. The RTLs were regular
performers on this route, perhaps because of their
manoeuvrability and hill climbing abilities. Route 1 was
another example of both bus and driver having to be on
top form due to the challenging nature of the terrain. For
many years now there has been a tunnel through the cliffs
meaning it is much safer, but in those days there was a
spectacular climb out of St. Helier towards Gorey. Not
only was it steep and narrow, part of the way up  there
was a hairpin bend to add to the fun! With a cliff face on
one side and the harbour on the other drivers could not
afford to get that one wrong! I hark back to the days of
much better behaviour on the roads, because if vehicles
coming the other way saw a bus or any other large vehicle
coming up the hill approaching the bend they would stop
to give the driver the best chance of getting around it
without incident. If only people had more consideration
now.....

Lastly, an amusing story. It was very pleasant on a hot
summer evening to get some fresh air, and one of the
places we used to like to go was Corbiere, where there
was a lighthouse to guide shipping away from the rocks on
the Western side of the island. We used to catch the 12A,
which terminated a short walk from the lighthouse. We
would walk down to the rocks, my parents puffing away
on cigarettes "To keep the mosquitos away" (their

Former RTL909 at The Weighbridge, with what it probably
former RTL1515 behind. Another unidentifiable RTL is at the
far end of the row of buses to the right. (Author)
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Green All Over by Peter Aves
Published by Capital Transport,
£35 hardback  240 pages
In the last few years surely those
most demanding of information and
really well illustrated printed matter
on what was once the perhaps
slightly neglected aspect of the great
London Transport empire, Green
Line and green buses, will have most
of their wishes granted. If they
haven't then Green All Over is the
ultimate answer to their prayers. A
most handsome volume with a
plethora of beautifully reproduced
black and white and colour
photographs up to the usual Capital
standard, that is to say the best,
Peter Aves has covered the last 15
years of the Country Area in
unsparing detail.  As one who
regularly travelled on the network in
that period he is very well qualified
for the task he has set himself and
both the overall picture and the
detail are dealt with thoroughly. In
some ways it is a sad story for the
decline was setting in as the story
begins, numbers of passengers
reduced as car travel increased, and
Green Line also faced competition as
the railways modernised.
Perhaps inevitably the unions dug
their heels in, their first priority being
to protect jobs, but OPO became
inevitable as the conductor became

redundant, whilst management were
slow to appreciate changing patterns
and it sometimes seemed schedules
were arranged according to operating
priorities rather than those of the
customers. Fare increases became
necessary but these simply persuaded
more customers to find other means
of transport and the situation grew
to be so serious that Parliament set
up an enquiry. This would eventually
lead to Nationalisation and the
Country Area being hived off into the
National Bus Company. The RT and
the RF were just about the finest
buses ever built but as the 1960s
wore on it was obvious they
belonged to another age, certainly in
the case of the RT. Similarly the
Routemaster, although a fine vehicle,
became time expired long before it
should have done, spare parts were
difficult to come by, rows of them
were parked derelict at Chelsham,
Grays and other garages, and were
rescued in the nick of time by
London Transport.  RTs and RFs also
suffered for lack of parts. Eight
provincial standard rear engine
Daimler double deckers arrived in
1965 and were put to work from
East Grinstead garage. Leyland
Atlanteans from the Central Area
were also tried out and 50
Atlanteans, to be followed by many
more, were ordered. Handsome and

rather comfortable AEC Reliance
coaches took up Green Line work on
the popular Windsor services but
proved unreliable.  Even worse were
the Merlins of 1968, too long and
unwieldy for many of the one person
services which they inaugurated.
They replaced the ever reliable RTs
and this did nothing to endear them
to passengers. In 1954 Country Buses
had made an overall surplus of
£662,000. In 1968 the deficit was
£631.000. Today almost all the
garages have been sold and the
network with which we were so
familiar in the 1950s has to all intents
and purposes gone.
All of this is told with great skill and
in great depth by the author.

Book Review

excuse!). The sea breezes around the headland were a
pleasant change from what could be stifling heat on the
beach during the day. The "terminus" at Corbiere was no
more that a turning circle with a few benches up against a
stone wall. We were waiting for the bus to go back one
evening and I saw it approaching and put my feet up on
the bench. In those days J.M.T. used to employ temporary
staff during the summer months and train them as drivers
and conductors. Many of them were older students
wanting a job for the summer holidays. I suspect this
driver may have been one of these. At this point my
mother looked at me and said "Don't be so silly...Put you
feet down!" but the bus came so close to the benches as it
swept into the terminus that by the time it came to a stop
everybody else had their feet up too! I recall the driver
being severely admonished by his conductress for that!
Happy days!

The sale of  former London buses to the Channel Islands did
not end with the RTLs. Guernseybus took quite a few  LT BLs,
in the 1980s including former BL67, seen here at St Peter Port
not long before its withdrawal in 2000. Lurking behind is a
Metrorider that is probably also of London provenance, as a
lot were. (John Norman)
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It is now 45 years since the late Alan
Allmey invited me to become a
member of the newly established
Cobham Bus Museum in Redhill
Road.
I can clearly remember those early
days when resources were scarce
and the future of the organisation
looked far from secure - but thanks
to the dedication of a small number
of committed volunteers (many sadly
no longer with us) the museum
survived and went on to build the
firm foundation for the future and an
organisation which lives on at the
Brooklands site today.
In thanking the chairman for inviting
me to become an Honorary Life
Member, I would like to pay tribute
to those past colleagues on whose
support I so much depended and
accept this kind gesture of Life
Membership in recognition of their
significant contribution also.

John Bedford, Honorary Secretary
1980-2006.

Letters

Re the mention in the last magazine
that RTL68 had emigrated to New
Zealand, Owen Taylor (1609) has sent
us this picture of it when they met up in
Christchurch in February 2014)

A study of  RF front ends at the Spring
Gathering (Peter Zabek)

Members’ Excursions
For 2019 we have arranged a programme of excursions in conjunction with the Brooklands Museum volunteers. All
prices include admission costs, hence the variation. In some cases there is a reduction for those over 60.
25th June  Army Museum of Flying £24
8th July  Beaulieu Motor Museum £35.80
17th August Imberbus £15
18th August Gaydon Motor Museum, for bus event £30
22nd September Amberley Museum, for bus event £27
11th October Shuttleworth Trust £30.50

For more information and booking, please contact:
Adrian Palmer,  Heathside, Weybridge, KT13 9YL. Email akpalmer@ net or, in extreme call 07774 871

Amazing
driving skills
were required
to navigate the
coaches around
Windsor Castle
on 18th May

(Graham Smith)
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Newly restored RF19 gleams in the Spring sunshine at Brooklands (Stuart Hicks)




