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Thoughts for the Day

Growing old is mandatory, growing up is optional.

Wisdom comes with age, but sometimes age comes alone.

When you fall down, you wonder what else you can do while your
down there.

It’s frustrating when you know all the answers but nobody bothers

to ask you the questions.

Forget the health food, I need all the preservatives I can get.

Never be afraid to try something new. Remember that a lone amateur
built the Ark. A large group of professionals built the Titanic!

The one thing that unites all human beings, regardless of age, gender,
religion, economic status or ethnic background, is that, deep down
inside, we ALL believe we above average drivers.

And [inally - There is more money being spent on breast implants
and Viagra than on Alzheimer’s research. This means that by 2030
there should be a large elderly population with perky boobs and

huge crections and absolutely no recollection of what (o do with them,

Editorial

Keith Rose

Firstly, I make no apology for choosing to use RML3 again on the
front cover of this magazine. As we are into the last days of 2004 which
as you all know is the 50th birthday of the Routemaster, so 1 thought it
would be a nice gesture to this great bus, and its a superb photo anyway
(taken by Paul Morris.)of RML3 doing what it was built for.

[ am pleased to announce that Dave Jones has kindly agreed to take
over as Editor of this magazine from this issue. As the older members will
recall Dave was editor of the Cobham newsletter back in the old days.,
and I am sure that he is well equipped to do a splendid job with his vast
knowledge of the London bus preservation scene, and I will look forward
to seeing examples from his comprehensive photographic archives in this
magazine. My role as Editor was never intended to be long term but more
of a stop gap, following the unexpected loss of Bill Cottrell. I do not have
the required time available due to increasing workload in my business
and will now look forward to catching up with some outstanding matters
at work prior to my retirement within the next year or so.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the Members who
have contributed to the content of this journal and also to express my
appreciation for all the many kind words regarding the new format.

With the forthcoming changes at Cobham it is sad to sec that Mike
Nash is stepping down as Treasurer after many years of stirling work
keeping the museum finances in order, not to mention his duties as
membership secretary, well done and thankyou Mike, you will be missed.

It is unfortunate that Mike was not given the support he needed from
some of the Committeec Members and Secretary , but I will leave you to
read his report on page 19 of this magazine.

In closing this editorial may I please remind you that this is your
magazine, so please remember to send in your articles, photos etc, as these
are essential for any magazine and there are never too many if you want
a varied and informative publication.

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and Prosperous New Year.









A ) D o Ro Engineering Ltd

Specialists in C.N.C. Sheet Metalwork, Welding, Fabrication,
Ring Rolling and Presswork.

Derek Robey

Unit B, Barton Building

Arundel Road Telephone: 01895 235 111
Uxbridge Trading Estate Facsimile: 01895 814 433
UXBRIDGE, UB8 2SN Email: adrengrg(@uv.net

The Museum would like to thank Derek Robey the proprietor of ADR
Engineering for his assistance with the Leyland clock and RM(L)3.
Derek, who joined the Trust in 2002 offered his help with the sheet metal
work on both projects and has made many complex parts. The Leyland
clock project has four tapered panels, with one panel having three dia-
mond shaped doors that have flanged edges that line up to the external
framing. This job Derek did for material cost only, saving us about £ 300.
No doubt Andy will be thanking all members for their time spent helping
him to complete the RML 3 on time for the RM 50 years celebration at
Finsbury Park, both Derek Robey and Dave Allwood gave up many an
hours in support of the Museum finishing this project. Andy’s article
describes the trials and tribulations of saying ‘Yes I would like to...",
enjoy reading how the project evolved and once it was finished had Bus
and Coach Magazines saying How marvellous the bus looks. Lets hope
in the not to distant future we will have the bus sign written with the
appropriate period adverts.

[Richard Hussey]

EASTGATE
COACH TRIMMERS

Supplying the Bus and Coach Industry with
Quality seat re-trims and interior refurbishment

Collection and delivery service anywhere in the
UK seven days a week

Tel/Fax: 01751 472229
Email
info(@eastgate-coachtrimmers .co.uk
www.eastgate-coachtrimmers.co.uk

When Q83 was donated to the trust, nearly two years ago, there were a
few interior tasks that needed to be completed. These included the rear
seat cushions, which required to be remade and trimmed, and the rear
offside luggage rack end panel which was missing. This panel is a
wooden section shaped like a fishes dorsal fin, with the bottom edge
being a rounded and curved bump strip. All this is covered with a felt
type padding and finished in rexine, with a piped edge. The panel was
fabricated at the museum and various attempts were made to trim it;
however every attempt was unsuccessful ending with another crumpled
piece of rexine. After speaking with the late Bill Cottrell he explained
that he had tried to fabricate the panel himself and showed me the result
of his efforts some thirty years before. Bill said he had never claimed to
be a carpenter or trimmer, and this attempt of Bill’s demonstrated to me
why he had concluded that it was a job for the professionals. Having
given the matter some thought I eventually spoke to Neil at Eastgate
Coach Trimmers. He endeavoured to trim this himself, and a mighty fine
job he has made of it.  would like to thank Neil the proprietor of Eastgate
Coach Trimmers for undertaking this difficult job and completing it for
the museum free of charge. [Richard Hussey]



LONDON’S BUSES IN MINIATURE
BY
ALAN PURSSEY

IAN’S BUS STOP
L.B.C. NEWS
1/24 SCALE ROUTEMASTER
DIE CAST NEWS

GRAHAME LOCKYER

From time tot time I shall be featuring some pictures of London
Transport models from some notable model enthusiasts. The first is a
superb 4mm scale model by Grahame Lockyer of LT 244 shown in early
post-war livery on route 21a what makes these models unique is that
Grahame ‘s models are built from three layers of card with a balsa wood
shaped roof. Details such as steering wheels and wheels are commercial
spare parts A detailed and easy description on how Grahame builds
his models was featured in the January through to April 2003 M.B.F.
Journals. . Grahame is also known for his excellent and detailed scale
drawings of London’s buses from the 30s and 40s, Grahame a very
modest man explained to me his secret patience and an eye for detail.
IAN’S BUS STOP
Tan’s bus stop this is one web site you must visit ideal for any modeller
of London buses.
Set up by Ian Smith it includes colour drawings of various classes of
London’s buses dating from the 1930;s to the 1990°s.

lan does not profess to be an expert on the subject and his drawings are
not to scale but are based on known dimensions.
The same applies to the adverts that may have incorrect colouring
where he has guessed the colours from black and white photographs;
some of the posters made in model form are incorrect with the
background colour applied by the manufacturer thinks is the best
compromise.
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Having said that, this is an excellent reference for the model bus
enthusiast, whether you are a modeller or researcher.

lan’s colour drawings are expertly reproduced and include a potted
history of each class of bus together were possible are accompanied by
photographs.

[n particular I found interesting the 1930’s London General green line
Gilfords and. AEC Regals. Also featured are the early TD ‘s absorbed by
London Transport from the independent operators with Birch and
Dobson bodies both country and central. London General LT and ST
buses in their prototype colours of cream and red. lan’s colour illustra-
tions include Daimlers and Guy utilities in wartime and early post war
Brown and Cream liveries.

lan has clearly spent a great deal of time researching and putting this
website together for the benefit of modellers and enthusiasts alike, this is
one website that I visit on a regular basis. I for one who have modelled
London’s buses for years and I are still finding buses that 1 never
dreamed served in London.

Included on the web site are links to other London Transport sites plus
photographs and rally news Website address freespac.virgin.net/
ian.smith/buses/

LITTLE BUS COMPANY NEWS

Tony Asquith had some exciting new models on show at Duxford in-
cluding the 9T9 and his latest model an RTW a few on sale for £30.00
more on these in the next magazine.

1/24 SCALE ROUTEMASTER

When Colin Hill joined Sun star they already had the RT In there
catalogue which was unfortunately destined never to go onto production,
they proposed to do another model in 1/18 scale and the obvious choice
was the Route master Colin convinced them to produce the Route master
in 1/24 scale which he felt was big enough to be impressive and small
enough to be collectable. In this decision I think he was right, as the
model is most impressive. Designed with the aid of Colin Curtis and
numerous preservation groups including the RMS8 club. Model
no0.29010on, which the first model is based, as it was shown at the 1958
Commercial Motor Exhibition.
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RML3 and Mr Ronald Hutson

Peter Wall

When RML3 arrived at the Trumpington Park and Ride on 26"
September this year to be part of the Police-escorted procession of
Routemasters to Showbus at Duxford, one of the bystanders was a Mr
Ronald Hutson. He came over to see us and said that he was one of the
first to drive RML3 on route 8 when it entered service with London
Transport on 22nd January 1958 working from Willesden garage.

He had some interesting reminiscences and after sitting in the cab for the
first time for more than forty years he told us that it had been a wonderful
bus to drive in service. He said that many drivers would swap the running
plate number on RML3 for a plate from another bus so that they could
drive the new Routemaster. It was livelier than the RT, RTL and RTW
types and one day Ronald got a late bell for a request stop, braked and
pulled into the stop....and cut up a cyclist in the process. The cyclist rode
up to the offside of the bus, rowed with Ronald, grabbed the running
number plate from RML3 and pedalled off with it. Does the cyclist still
have this historic souvenir?

Not only the Police, but many drivers and the TGWU were against the
use of eight foot wide buses in central London. As is well documented,
RTWs were tried experimentally and it was soon found that drivers could
pass each other easily in Threadneedle Street and other narrow City
streets. One day, when Ronald was driving an RTW, buses were diverted
down side streets in the City and Ronald came to a broken down vehicle
in a particularly narrow street. An inspector waved him on, but Ronald
saw that the RT in [ront of him had managed to negotiate the gap with
only an inch or two to spare on either side; there was no way an eight
footer was going to get through. The inspector insisted saying that "the
other bus had done it" but Ronald argued that his bus was eight feet wide:
"Come on" said the inspector ignoring Ronald's advice and, so, Ronald
did as he was told until his bus reached a point where it would hit the
broken down vehicle; the inspector then had to get the blockage moved.

16

Mr Ronald Hutson in the cab
of RML3 after a 40 years!

| The smile on Ronald’s face

| is worth a thousand words!

| Photo taken by Graham Smith
prior to the departure of the
Routemaster procession from
{ Trumpington Park and Ride

to Duxford with two escorting
Police Traffic motorcycles who
kindly waved us through red
lights and roundabouts
without stopping at all,

[ts the first time I have enjoyed
being overtaken by a Cop bike
with its blue light flashing. Ed

il

RM1 & RML3 with Concorde, she may be faster but RM’s are still in éervic-e -Just!
17



One day Ronald and his fellow drivers saw that AEC engineers were
taking tyre and brake temperatures after RML3 returned to the garage at
the end of each run. As a prank, they drove RML3 with the handbrake
partially on for a while; the resulting overheated brakes were noticed and
the garage foreman had the vehicle taken off the road until this unex-
plained problem was solved! One can imagine AEC and LT engineers
scratching their heads over this mystery.

e e sfe sfe e e s

A tail-piece by Graham Smith:

On the Wednesday after we had met Mr Ronald Hutson, he rang the
Museum to say he had been worrying about something ever since he’d
seen us and the Routemasters. He had a picture of “RM3” dating from a
1970s Cobham Open Day and was concerned to know why we were now
calling it “RML3"; surely that wasn’t right as it didn’t have the extra side
windows? I explained the origin of the “L for Leyland” and how it was
dropped in 1961 when the 30 footers were designated thus and said this
was the question most frequently raised by admirers of RML3’s new old
look. Mr Hutson gladly accepted my offer to send him a photocopy of the
RML3 history pages in Ken Blacker’s superb book “Routemaster Vol-
ume 1, 1954 — 1969” [pub: Capital Transport]. I sincerely hope neither
Ken nor James Whiting will see fit to prosecute me for this act! In return,
Mr Hutson asked if the Museum would be interested in various LT items
in his possession and has sent these to me (these include Operating
Instructions for the Routemaster and the Metrobus, various maps and
timetable books and will form part of the Museum’s collection of “Small
Exhibits”). Finally, Mr Hutson said he was hoping to attend our
“Routemaster Family Day” on 31* October and to ride on RML3,

(A4 copy of this magazine is also on its way to Mr.Hutson. Ed)
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MAGAZINE 45

MEMBERSHIP REPORT

Mike Nash

A bumper crop of new members to report with this issue as it’s been quite
some while since I've had chance to rev up the computer and put finger
to key on Cobham related matters.

[n fact, this is to be my last report as I'm standing down from my various
duties at the end of the year, having more than done my fair share and
made my mark for the Trust over the past decade or so. Some of you will,
I’m sure, recall that at the AGM back in mid-2002 when my period of
office as Treasurer was up, I had not intended to re-stand, having been
satisfied that during my term our financial situation and controls had
improved beyond all recognition. But with no one else showing the least
bit of interest in coming forward to fill my shoes, and fearful of the strain
such a vacancy would place on the rest of the committee and in particular
the Secretary, I offered to remain in office until the merger of the Trust
with the Trust Ltd. was completed, foolishly thinking it would be but a
matter of months away. So here I am writing this report some 30 months
later, having received little or no thanks for my extended efforts and with
the merger still seemingly and inexplicably no closer to taking place.

The Cobham of today is a very different deal to that which greeted me
when [ first got heavily involved in 1992. So much has happened since
then and it is with a great amount of pride that I reflect on the Trust’s
considerable achievements, growth and enhanced reputation, all the
result of a real team effort. But 1 must confess that, like our former
Chairman and the late lamented Bill Cottrell, there is a big part of me that
really misses the more simple days, when for instance, we were so much
less at the mercy of the rampant bureaucracy that a museum such as
Cobham faces these days and indeed which threatens to engulf our no
longer great nation. And it concerns me greatly that some of those
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presently in authority seek only to encourage this process, which I believe
in the long run will serve only to alienate our members. And then watch
the numbers fall...... In my opinion, our membership is the very lifeblood
of this organisation — not the visiting public, to whom in the main we
serve simply as a novelty one-off place to visit. Now, I fully appreciate
that to move any further forward or indeed to remedy the limitations of
our own building we need significant funding, but if the by-product of
this is to create a soulless organisation which is no longer either sustain-
able, or attractive to its own members, then that’s a massive price to pay.
Now is not the time to go into detail, but I must put on record that I have
been simply aghast at some of the decisions and procedural methods
employed in 2004. Suffice to say that to these eyes, the friendly ‘clubby’
type atmosphere, which was so carefully and successfully nurtured
throughout the Nineties seems to have been disappearing at an alarming
rate of late, and it has left me and I know, many others feeling deeply
disillusioned. Quite what the future holds will be fascinating to watch
unfurl - albeit from a safe distance in my case......... !

Anyway, it gives me great pleasure to report the following new recruits,
and the fact that membership has further increased to and now seems to
have stabilized at a heady 700, which back in the mid-1990’s would have
been quite unimaginable. So I do hope my successor, whoever he or she
may be, can continue to build upon my sustained efforts over the past
decade. Finally, a big thank you to all those that have helped assist with
my various tasks over the years. You know who you are and it really is
appreciated!

9 John Warner Hayes KR
1036 Colin Mudie Devil’s Bridge RT227

1037 Martijn (it’s Dutch!) Gilbert Knaphill B MN
1038 G W Hanson Pinner

1039 Richard Berlin Guildford 1B
1040 Peter Noyes Sudbury

1041 James Lambert Seaford
1042 Paul Baker Hornsey N8
1043 Jonathan Barrett Haslemere
1044 Edmund Rowson Truro

1045 Colin Derry Hounslow
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1046
1047
1048
1049
1050
1051
1052
1053
1054
1055
1056
1057
1058
1059
1060
1061
1062
1063
1064
1065
1066
1067
1068
1069
1070
1071
1072
1073
1074
1075
1076
1077
1078
1079
1080
1081
1082

Lee Simmonds
lan Ailes

W & J Cooper
David Jones
Michael O’Brien
John Powell
Brian Smith
Brian Staples
Alan West

D Jacobs & R Warren
Brian Greenfield
Desmond O’Callaghan
G & J Bishop

lan & Anne Maidment
John Weakley
James Rowlands
Trevor Mills
Malcolm Claridge
Bryn Dyer
Matthew Keyte
Ross Newman
Ray Ritmeester
William Patterson
Nick Ballanger
Peter Dench
David Leader
Dennis Nelson
David Seligman
Alan Thompson
Steve Whitelegg
Barrie Woods
Brian Northcott
Peter Osborn
Mike Beamish
Iain Monro

Leon Daniels
David de Wilde

Sandhurst
New Malden
Lampeter
Frensham
Loughborough
Ruislip
Benfleet 10 x Metrobuses NE
Warfield

Swansea

Feltham

Woodley

Finchley N3

Woking

Cobham MN
Sanderstead KR
West Drayton. Atlantean PM
Farnham

Hounslow

Morden

¢/o Metroline SF
Westcliffe-on-Sea.EnsignBus SF
Isleworth SF
Hoddesdon GS
Epsom

Horley

Watford

Letchworth

London NW11

London W14 PC
Mitcham RF486 PM
Letchworth

Bermuda KR
Fordyce, Banff  RF486 PM
Northampton
London N8
London El
Dorking

BedfordYLQ MN

RTW467 GS
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1083

Graham Stokes

Woodford Green

1084 David Wells Halstead

1085 David Godfrey London N1 DB
1086 C F Hancox Milton Keynes

1087  Shanker Amin London SE8

1088 Barry Pearce Maldon

1089  Steve Newman Runwell EnsignBus  GS
1090 Denis Eggett Ashtead

1091 John Fielder Mitcheldean

1092 Vernon Murphy Gerrards Cross

1093 Brian Russell Putney SW15 RH
1094 John Shirley London E5

1095 John Smedley Herstmonceux

1096 Keith Brown Hawkhurst  RT3143

1097 David Jenner Snodland

1098  Alfredo Kendry West Molesey

1099  Peter Rodger Pinner

1100 John Stiles Barton-le-Clay

Recruited by :-

DB — Dave Bicknell
KR — Keith Rose
PC — Phill Cruise

SF — Steve Fennell

GS — Graham Smith 1B — lan Barrett
MN — Mike Nash NE — Norman Evans
PM — Paul Morris RH — Richard Hussey

Can I remind all our new members to complete and return their orange
‘Members Details’ form. At present, only around one in every three
seem to be bothering. Many thanks!
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Book Review.

DMS ColourScene Volume Three.
Nigel Eadon-Clarke. DTS Publishing.

Given that no fewer than 2,646 examples of the DM/DMS class made
it onto London’s streets (though not all at the same time!) they remain
a surprisingly rare sight on the rally circuit with but a handful seemingly
being in active preservation, fortunately including DMSI which is
based at Acton as part of the London Transport Collection.

Nevertheless, many of type have gone on to live long and varied careers
all over the world, a good example being the many immaculate
specimens which continue to give sterling open-top service for Big Bus,
until recently still in the Capital, and now across the big pond in
Philadelphia.

Having carried his camera far and wide, staunch Fleetline fan Nigel
Eadon-Clarke has now released his third full-colour hardback volume
on the type, and even if you are not a fan there is plenty here of
fascination. This release is the best yet with noticeably better colour
reproduction and layout. It majors on UK photographs taken between
1985 to 1988 when Ensign were handling them by the dozen and
experimenting with their “Enterprise’ rebuilds, Hong Kong and Guang-
zhou in China between 1981 and 2001, and USA visits in 1991 and
1994. There are 111 pages which contain a staggering 429 photos of
400 different buses in a plethora of liveries and uses. Visible within the
photos are many other interesting vehicles too, and as regards the UK
photos, it’s surprising how many of these buses are still lingering on
such as DMS402, until recently a regular, and very vocal sight in and
around Cobham and in use as a film dining bus with Livingstone’s, a
role in which it clocked up some twenty years of service. And now it’s
been installed as a dining bus for an East London (Stratford) school
who’s canteen no longer has the required capacity for the little darlings.
I hear it’s even going back into red!
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Beyond the Gates

John Hinson

Alas, 2004 is also not proving a good year for my rally visits - we have managed to attend all of
two events so far this year owing to the demands of elderly relatives. However, I have plenty to
report on {especially overseas activity) as many people have contacted me with interesting
information,

The first rally we managed to get to was Barking - the annual celebration of the withdrawal of
the last service RTs with London Transport. This year was extra special, being the 25
anniversary, and we felt we should really be there as we heard this was also to be the last rally to
be held there, two. As one of the season’s carliest event, this is usually a bit cold and windy, but
this time we were blessed with very pleasant weather. This rally’s attendance has dwindled over
the years, but many made the effort to bring their RT family vehicles along and there was a good
range on display and on the road run over the famous Route 62.

The second was at Gloucester, a location I would have expected to be out of practical range but
calculations showed that from our Northamptonshire “bus base” it was substantially nearer than
coming down to Cobham! This event was run by the Devon General Society, but apart from a
splendid selection of their vehicles there were representations from other parts of the country.
However, only one London vehicle was to be seen (RF433) and [ can’t imagine who that
belonged tol

RF442 is owned by Bernard Chapman, and not by Knebworth House (as previously reported)
itself. It operates on their behalf Easter to September, Sundays and Bank Holidays only.

RF 486 has been purchased by Steve Whitelegg and Peter Osborn from Paul Brophy for
continued preservation, and they hope to take it to many events in the south this year.

RF368, a red omo conversion that has been converted back to 41-seat doorless condition has
changed hands and joins John Arundel’s GS13, RMC 1469 and RML 2700. Although in
preservation, it is being prepared for Class VI MOT and may see some commercial work with
Memory Lane Vintage Omnibuses.

Following the cessation of the Memory Lane weekend services in Surrey (not of their choice,
but the support was withdrawn) some vehicles bave been put up for gale, RF 315 has already
been sold to M Mann. BL95 is also available, this is an ex Hillingdon vehicle so is quite rare.
Serious enquiries can be made through the Memory Lane web site at
http://www.memorylane.co.uk . Meanwhile, a number of Routerasters of various types in both
red and green have been added to their range of vehicles available for hire.

Ensign Bus now have RT2911 (not currently PSV’d but in good condition, and RT981 (in not
such good condition). RT3232 has undergone a five year rebuild with final preparation carried
out at Ward Jones Commercials, Cryers Hill, Bucks, and is now operational in their blue and
silver colours, RCL2220 has also been added to their fleet, whilst RML2565 has moved to their
Stratford Blue subsidiary and is now in their traditional dark blue and cream colours.
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Very little London material seems to be found at the London Bus Export Company’s yard in
Lydney, these days. At the end of last year, only DMS 1907, RF337 and half a dozen Metrobuses
were to be seen amongst the many provincial vehicles.

News comes from an overseas member of the three RLHs offered free of charge in the USA. I
know a few people had followed these up but had no feedback. I now learn that although
supposedly being given away, the owner is imposing his own shipping charges, and a buyer
within the USA was quoted $15,000 per vehicle! There is always a catch, isn’t there?

The Big Bus Company has recently introduced an operation in Philadelphia. Like their British
operations, it is a hop on/hop off sightseeing service using exported British buses. A driver from
New Jersey Transport has been jotting the numbers down (hopefully while not driving!) and has
identified as DM 934, 1007, 1041, DMS 1078, 2080, 2109 and 2205, All still display their
British registration numbers, although DM1007 and 1041 gained new registrations somewhere
along the line as KLL 898N and KLL 902N, There is also one other vehicle at ABS Bus at
Camden, Philadelphia which, at the time it was seen, still retained the forward section of its roof
( the others are now completely open-topped and at the time ( a few months back, now) a tenth
vehicle was expected any time,

More vehicles seen advertised on Ebay over the last twelve months include RT3203, painted
yellow and in poor condition, RT 2539, and RT875. The latter is claimed by the owner to have
been in the America for over 20 years, but I am sure it was in the UK rather more recently than
that - I recall last seeing it parked behind a pub in Godstone, Surrey, probably about 15 years
ago. RTL 531 made a re-appearance for $18,000. Other vehicles (identities unconfirmed) on
Ebay were RT847 and RT2999. The first Routemaster I have seen on Ebay was RM504, for
CDN$29,900. red livery and open-topped.

In Canada, London & Suffolk Buses has re-invented itself under the title “The Double Decker
Bus Company”, and has an informative web site at http://www.doubledeckerbus.ca . Their fleet
appears to consist of RM 1924, an Atlantean and two Bristol VRs.

In May, RM 794, owned by a firm called AA-99, was seen travelling from Niagara Falls to a
place called Welcome (near Bowmanville, Canada) where it was to be used as a promotional
vehicle for a fast-food outlet until June. Its livery consisted of a covering of gold pennies and a
large graphic of Big Ben.

Some years ago,RT4743 was converted to a Fish & Chip bar for use in Dwight, Canada but it
does not appear to have been used and was stored with Langford Canoes at a place named
Dorset, It has has now been sold to Kevin Brown of Indian River and was recently at the
premises of Kawartha Boat Depot (his business), Otanbee, near Peterborough, Ontaria. Although
in generally poor condition, all of the upper deck seats are present, with the lower deck converted
to a kitchen. It is believed to have now been resold.

RT 3550 was used on sightseeing tours in Halifax, Nova Scotia until about 25 years ago, but has
only recently been rediscovered. It is now stored at a house in Moose River Road but is looking
very poorly with signs of collapse at the rear end. It still bears a very faded London red livery.

RT3211 exists in Ottawa as a non-mobile bar and restaurant in Somerset Street West. Unusually
for an exported vehicle, it is painted green,
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Eastern Ramblings (All the Latest?) Dave Jones

And so the sun sets on the end of another era and East End garages have
Routemasters no more! On 4 June, Stagecoach ran its last RM on stage carriage
work, ending associations with the type that go back to the first tentative
vehicles in the late 50s from Poplar and West Ham garages. The events of that
day have been well documented and I suspect even Kodak saw an upturn in sales
despite the digital onslaught. Check Matthew Wharmby’s London Bus Page
and lan Smith’s Bus Stop sites for some good reports on the day. Sadly I missed
the event through illness, but was fortunate to have caught a few 8s on disc
earlier in May. I have the impression that everyone in Stagecoach was pleased
with the festivities, to which Cobham made a significant contribution. RML
2760 has now joined my private hire fleet and moved to NS, drastically altering
the age profile of the fleet here, much to our EM’s chagrin. RML 2456 stayed
on until after RMS50, as did white RML 2665 which took most people by
surprise on 4 June. Sadly, after RM50, which has been much reported
elsewhere, RML 2760 was found to have a severely corroded B frame. A
cunning plan has been hatched to remedy the problem, but the old girl won’t see
any use this side of the next Cobham open day.

An opportunity presented itself for me to “go up west”, as they say in
Eastenders, so, camera charged and memory stick empty, I headed for Oxford
Circus, to catch a few 7s and 137s. Being the first week of Wimbledon the
weather was wet and windy, so the pictures were “atmospheric™ and T no doubt
looked a little unlike a tourist as I struggled with the camera and an umbrella.
Nevertheless, T caught a few celebrity buses, RML 903 and RM 5 in the same
view, no less, and RM 1933 with RM 664 poking its nose into shot. Strange as
it may seem, Oxford Street before 10:00 is not bad for photographing buses, and
[ was still surprised by how many RMs were about, though at least one artic was
out training, with 73 on the front — subtle!

Having hung around at Marble Arch to catch RMS5 on its return from Victoria
-it looks good with the black and white blinds, but the large Arrriva on the side
is incongruous — I headed south down Park Lane, pausing to observe London
General’s special service to Wombledon attracting no business at all — and one
was an open top! My expedition finished at Hyde Park Corner where the battery
declared itself flat, but not before I had photographed a couple of empty
Megabuses. There’s something odd about HPC, as last time I was there with the
camera, the memory ran out!
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Black Friday was altogether more of a success photographically, having taken
a spare battery along and the back up memory card. This time I took my
equipment by surprise and started at Aldwych, but still ended up at Marble Arch.

Talking of Megabuses, some of the new routes are beginning to show a profit
and at the end of June further routes from London were added. This more than
doubled the size of the rota at Leyton. The buses are becoming a little more
reliable and, to cope with luggage, are being equipped to tow trailers. Plenty of
driver-training opportunities there, as newer licence holders don’t have the D+E
entitlement. The buses are also being fitted with toilets (just inside the entrance
door, apparently) for which a new emptying facility has been installed at Leyton.
Some old Oxford Tube buses have been decanted to the Megabus fleet and some
articulated Volvo/Jonckheeres have been added to the Glasgow route. Further
fine tuning is expected shortly.

Route 25 commenced bendy operation on 26 June and apart from a couple of
mechanical problems and the need for running time adjustments, seems to have
started well. Waterden Road is well and truly up and running, and is just a large
parking space, with a wash and fuel bay, with a covered pit area on the north
edge. It looks rather un-London-ish! If London wins the Olympic bid for 2012,
both our Stratford depots would have to be relocated, which could be fun. Poplar
garage still stands, hint, hint! Back at NS, the same weekend saw the reintroduc-
tion of night buses, as the 86 became a 24-hour service, bringing back seven
permanent night drivers. There also seem to be a number of new faces with First
uniform wandering around the garage — odd?

Elsewhere out east, First have started to use a few N & P rég Northern Counties
Olympians on local routes, whilst Arriva’s J reg Olympians and Volvos soldier
on with the 103. The tender results for this and the 174/5 and 296 are due about
Christmas and should be very interesting. The First Eastern National Bristol
VRs have definitely gone, the only interest being the odd Lynx in Barbie livery
— well, Mike Nash might find it interesting.

A last minute surprise — as this was originally written on an LUL strike day, T1
was running as an extra on route 25 — still with its Bow blinds! It also putin a
few days in August on loan to Blue Triangle on a Silverlink replacement service,
after which it had a brush with the dangly thing on the approach to the low
northbound Blackwall Tunnel, causing minor damage to the front and rear roof
and more damage to the driver’s wallet.
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Another splendid shot of the RM line . at RM50 at Finsbury Park this year.
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‘Cobham’s RTL139 on the last day RM'’s on route 73

Photos: Dave Jones

News from the Cobham Shop -

Alvin Hale

2004 has been a record-breaking year for the Cobham Shop with sales
totalling well in excess of £40,000, up by 35% from the 2003 figures.
This has resulted mainly from the huge success of the EFE model of
Cobham’s T504, the Sun Star model of RM8  (see page 13. Ed) and the
new range of products supplied by Norfolk China.

After the annual stock-take has been completed, January will see Norman
& I visiting the annual Toy Fair in London and the Spring Fair at the NEC
Birmingham in search of further bus related products to suit all ages.

Once again, the Trust has commissioned EFE for two fund raising
models, the first being a Post War STD, the model originally intended for
2004. This has been earmarked for the Wisley Gathering event on
03.04.05, with blinds for Ilford Station on the 167. The second model will
be the long awaited Guy Special in the guise of Cobham’s GS34. Unfor-
tunately, there are no firm guarantees that the GS will arrive in time for
the April Open Day for we are at the mercy of the manufacturers and the
transporters.

Rod Lucas kindly produced some DVD’s that captured events of the
RM50 weekend at Finsbury Park. The initial batch of his DVD’s sold like
‘hot-cakes’ and I am hoping that Rod will be able to supply the Shop with
further copies to be available for our Member’s day in March 2005.

Finally a big ‘thank you’ to those long suffering volunteers who assist
behind the counter, unable to escape when an Anorak corners them with
seemingly endless ramblings of their distant past. Your support is very
much appreciated, without which, the shop wouldn’t function. Wishing
you all a Very Happy Festive Season and I look forward to seeing you
in 2005.
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Video Corner
As viewed by Phill Cruise

A CLASSIC LONDON BUS The Story of The RT Family.

RT RTL RTW SRT 1939-79.

It's twenty five years since RTs finished their LT passenger carrying
career at Barking. Online Video have issued a tribute on Video and DVD
which lasts for 72 minutes and covers the long career of the family from
the 1940s through to the final parade at Barking in 1979. If you have
every video of LT operations available some of the footage will be
familiar, but even so this is a fine record of the largest group of
standardised buses in the world. In addition footage is included of RT
family buses that were exported for further service. Online Video have
made an excellent production which should find a place in all enthusiasts'
video or DVD collections.

BUS BUSINESS 2 The Risc and Demise of Londons Routemaster.
Second Sight Productions. 60 min.

This video,also found on DVD,looks at the operation of Routemasters on
the streets of London earlier this year,before the awful losses of the
summer and autumn that have befallen the class. Preserved and
refurbished models are to be seen and the history and origins of the RM
are explored. An interesting and informative commentary make the
footage come alive. This Video is a very good souvenir of a year that will
sadly be recalled as the swansong of the Routemaster as well as its 50th
anniversary. Look out for a copy.

ROUTEMASTER IN LONDON 2004. Independant Transport Videos.
This video, like the advert, does what it says on the label. It is a record
of the day to day running of Routemasters in London taken during June
and July 2004. Various Routemaster 'hubs' are featured such as Oxford
Circus, Marble Arch, Trafalgar Square, Piccadilly and Victoria/to name
some of them. The camera operator positions himself much as a spotter
might and films as many Routemasters as possible. I prefer a commen-
tary as provided by Second Sight Productions, but if you just like
looking at as many RM(L)s as possible in 112 minutes then this video is
for you, and all those lovely sound effects are included too.
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ROUTEMASTER JUBILEE Geoff Rixon
Published by lan Allan at £16.99 Reviewed by Phill Cruise.

Geoff Rixon is the natural choice of author for a Golden Jubilee
Routemaster book being the owner of immaculate RM 254 and the taker
of innumerable RM family vehicles over the past four decades. The
format of A4 glossy paper and hard covers suits the subject well and
makes for a quality product.

There are 96 pages filled with photographs and information which are
divided into six chronological chapters covering the decades from the
fifties to the summer of this year. Most of the illustrations are in colour
and in addition to Geoff the other contributors will be well known to the
London bus historian. The final chapter features RMs that have travelled
and settled overseas as well as up to the minute illustrations of London
and the RM 50 celebrations in Finsbury Park and RML 3 in all its glory.
The quality of the pictures from a technical and interest level has to be
seen to be appreciated. As a record of the RM family and this years
Jubilee celebrations this book is a very nice souvenir and a great
memory jogger. The early colour shots of the prototypes bring them to
life in a way that the usual monochrome ones do not and the various
service, special and all over liveries are shown in all their glory.
Excellent!  (see cover picture on next colour page. Ed)

Geofl Rixon’s photo, from his new book, of RML3 at Weymanns, Addlestone
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NUMBER 1

by John Rawlins
No not the route Willesden to Lewisham (in my days of using it), but a
look at the number of 1s in the form of the now highly regarded and
expensive cherished registration numbers that LT had issued to their
vehicles.
Apart from J2 trolleybus 1001 - EXV1, there do not appear to be any
pre-war number 1s. Subsequently their specialness was diluted with
suffixes and now we have a system where the number 1 has been lost
forever. To rekindle our memories I list below those vehicles that carried
the magic number.
J2 TROLLEYBUS - EXV1 The only trolleybus to carry three bodies.
Originally built by Weymann, rebodied after war damage in January
1942 by Weymann as 1001A and the luckless vehicle was again
damaged beyond repair towards the end of the war and reappeared as
East Lancs 1001B in Dec 1947.
RT 973 - JXNI1 (the only country area bus to have a number 1 registration)
RT1921 -LUCI
RT2063-LYF1
RTLSS51-KGU1
RTL651 - KXW
RF 359-MXX1
All the above known or believed scrapped.
RM1001-1CLT Preserved
RM2001-ALMIB Scrapped PVS 6.87
SM1 - AMLI1H Wright and Bidell, Rainham - preserved?
DMSI1 - EGP1J L'sTM collection
DM1001 - GHVIN Scrapped?
DMS2001 - KIDIP Regency Tours Bath?
XAl - CUVIC Shipped to Hong Kong - scrapped?
Al -NYNI1Y One of two trial Dodges - preserved?
There were also two service vehicles: Canteen Tractor 701B - JXC1
and 2001F - OUCIR a Ford Escort van.
By the time the Metrobuses and Titans arrived it would appear that the
DVLA had realised the revenue earning potential of number 1s and as
such M1 and T1 missed out as THX101S and THX401S respectively and
at M1001 we had A701THV and T1001 A601THV.
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Two bought in exceptions were T1126 WDAIT from WMPTE and
M1443 GBUI1V from Greater Manchester Travel -where are they now?
The rules for transferring registration numbers needed evidence of a
roadworthy donor (not always possible), so we ponder where those
registrations above went; or in fact might still be, and that could be on
other vehicles or a preserved ex LT vehicle somewhere.

In this game one can never claim to be definitive, so if you know of
any I have missed or any further information please let the editor know.

stk dkbke Rk

Preserving Cobham's Memories

Michael H C Baker

The death of Bill Cottrell is a salutary reminder that if we don't record the
early days of Cobham and its vehicles much will be lost for
ever. Therefore we would like any member who has records and
reminiscences of the early days, of how vehicles were acquired, perhaps
even those that got away, of the struggles to set up the museum and the
collection, any paperwork an particularly pictures of course, both before
acquisition for preservation and subsequently, to let us know with a view
to eventual publication. You can send any material to Cobham, to
Graham Smith who will pass it on . If you don't at this stage wish to
part with pictures or other material it would be useful to know what you
have. It may be that we could organise sessions around a cup of tea at
Cobham and let the tape recorder run if you are reluctant to put pen to
paper, but don't feel inhibited about putting anything down if you feel
your English skills are less than 100% perfect, we can easily deal with
that.
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