Issue 55
Summer 2007
£2
The Journal of the London Bus Preservation Trust Ltd

THE LONDON BUS PRESERVATION TRUST LIMITED

Hon. President :
Colin Curtis, OBE
Council of Management
Chairman:
Peter Duplock,
Hon. Secretary:
Chris Wheble
Museum Operations Trustee:
Richard Hussey,
Commercial Operations Trustee: Michael Wickham,
Finance Trustee:
Bernard Willis,
Volunteer Resources Trustee:
David Kinnear,
Brooklands Liaison Trustee:
Tony Lewis,
Officers
Away Events Organiser:
Brian Russell,
CPC Holder:
Ian Barrett,
Facilities Hire Manager:
Tony Lewis,
Financial Controller:
Norman Davey,
Home Events Coordinator:
Simon Douglas-Lane,
Information Officer:
Graham Smith,
Publicity Officer:
Kevin Hibbs,
Shop & Retail:
Alvin Hale,
Webmaster:
Nick Abbott,
Membership Secretary:
Steve Hook,
Magazine Editor:
David Jones
THE LONDON BUS PRESERVATION TRUST LIMITED
COBHAM BUS MUSEUM, REDHILL ROAD, COBHAM, SURREY, KT11 1EF
Registerd Office: Unit 8, Pinewood Place, Kingston Road, Ewell, Surrey, KT19 0BZ
Registered Charity No. 1053383
Registered Company No. 1061762

Tel. 01932 868665

Trust web site: http://www.lbpt.org

CONTACTING THE COUNCIL OF MANAGEMENT
If you wish to contact any member of the Council, please do so care of the
museum., not the registered office.
Telephone communications can be made through the museum at weekends.
3

Contents
5
6
9
10
13
14
15
19
20
22
25
26
29
34
37
39
41
42
44

Editorial
From the Cab
Membership Update
Shop Update
Spreading the Message
Longcross Thanks
The Gathering Illustrated
Buses Reunited
Longcross and the Future
Cobham Bulletin
Members’ Website
Members’ Day
Letters
London Buses in Miniature
The Bus Stop
STL 441 Back in Service
Carshalton Running Day
Brighton HCVS Run
Memories

Peter Duplock
Steve Hook
Alvin hale
Michael Wickham
Alan Heasman

Simon Douglas-Lane
Norman Evans
Nick Abbott
David Kinnear
Alan Purssey
Alan Purssey
Roger Stagg

Tony Lay

The views expressed in the “Cobham Bus Magazine” are those of individual
contributors. They are not necessarily the views of the
London Bus Preservation Trust Ltd,
its Council of Management, or the editor.
Photographs and articles in this magazine are copyright and can only be
reproduced with the written consent of the respective authors or owners.

4

Editorial

Dave Jones

Welcome to this post-Brighton edition, held back a little longer to make sure
that the news of STL 441’s award could be included, along with John Bedford’s
well deserved first place for his Ipswich Regent. Well done to all concerned,
read the 441 story on page 39.
Gong back in time to the Gathering, what a day that was! Simon DouglasLane’s ‘boss’ must have been smiling on the tireless team of helpers and despite
the challenges of an almost unknown site, very few moans were heard. It’s
Hobson’s choice for next year! Simon gives us the lowdown on the event.
Elsewhere we have photos of the gathering, plus Brighton and Carshalton,
where Cobham buses were flying the flag. Details of the complementary
web-based Newsletter can be found within, along with the regular digest of
information for modellers. Seb Marshall and John Hinson have taken a breather
for this issue, so I’ve been able to include a couple of items from the stockpile.
Tony Lay’s piece is full of nostalgia, and Alan Purssey’s is quite informative.
Out in the big wide world, the London Low Emission Zone is another step
closer to reality with the publication of the Scheme Order. This stipulates that
from July 2008 only class 5 buses built before 1973 will be able to enter the
Greater London Area without charge. Class 6 buses of that age will need to pay
£200 PER DAY to visit, as will any class of bus built from 1973 onwards. Not
good news for owners of late Nationals and Fleetlines or Titans and Metrobuses.
Despite the efforts of lobbyists such as Dave Hurley, the legislators have
pressed ahead with the fixed date, rather than a rolling age limit. For some, the
2009 London to Brighton run will become the Outside London to Brighton run!
Most of you will have learnt of the unexpected passing early this year of the
legendary Ken Glazier, author of many authoritative and entertaining books and
articles. I knew him when I was a trainee with LT, he was quite a character, and
a true gent. He will be greatly missed by the enthusiast fraternity.
Cover photo: STL 441 bowls through Staplefield en route for Brighton - Paul Morris
Inside front cover: John Bedford’s Ipswich Regent won first prize for the double deck
PSV class at Brighton.. - Nick Abbott
Back cover: STL 441 in all its glory, after much hard work - Paul Morris

5

From the cab…………..
A big thank you to all the members that attended the AGM in March. There was
a good turnout on a day when many would have wanted to be pursuing other
aspects of our hobby. The “bad” news is that, under our current constitution, at
least 10% of the membership has to attend (or nominate a proxy) to ensure that
the meeting is legally constituted. We failed to achieve this by a handful of
potential voting members, so we have to rerun the meeting again. The Secretary
is planning to mail members with the details as soon as we are sure that the
auditors will have finished their enquiries into the last audited accounts.
Going forward we have to ensure that our constitutional documents
(Memorandum and Articles of Association) are updated to reflect a modern
organisation with a membership that is spread around the globe. To this end, we
have recently received drafts of new documents from the Trust solicitors and we
are currently wading through them.
Just about everyone that I spoke to enjoyed the opening Cobham event of the
season at Longcross. As may be expected there were some teething troubles but
taken as a whole (helped by the weather) it was a great event and location to
start the calendar. Congratulations to all of the volunteers that made event a
success – the vintage parade was a joy to behold. It was good to see M6 leading
the parade after a lot of work by volunteers. Some tweaking on internals will
see M6 soon join Cobham’s operational fleet.
Another success is the return to the road of STL441 after a long period of work.
The project was billed as a garage restoration – the kind of work that would
have been undertaken at an LT garage rather than a major overhaul at somewhere like Chiswick. The result is another operating example of a rare survivor
from the STL ranks. For the inaugural trip, the bus undertook the Historic
Commercial Vehicle Society run to Brighton on the first Sunday in May and
made it there and back without a falter. In addition, 441 came second in the
class, narrowly beaten by a current Cobham privately owned resident – Ipswich
AEC no 16.
Congratulations are due to all the volunteers that have worked tirelessly on 441
to achieve the result, not forgetting members Messrs Cottrell, Hamilton and
Lambert who sadly did not live long enough to see the fine results of their work.
We have been offered a number of vehicles this year and it is only early May as
I write. We took the splendid horse buses (come and see them on the event days
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throughout the year) and other interesting vehicles are on the table. In part, this
is an acknowledgement of our success and standing plus the fact that many
vehicles have been in preservation for a long period. Their respective owners
now wish to secure the future for vehicles lovingly cared for over many years.
As an organisation we have to balance the books very carefully. Even if a
vehicle is donated free it will increase our costs in terms of maintenance,
insurance, storage etc. Therefore, although we like to receive the offers coming
forward it means that we have to up our game commensurably in terms of fund
raising. This includes seeking donations and volunteer help (ring me if you can
help!)

This conveniently leads me to the proposed Brooklands move. I can report that
we have now received another strong offer for the Redhill Road site and as I
write this article, the Council will shortly be considering the offer in detail.
Grasping the future is for some people always going to be difficult and making
decisions is not everyone’s forte. For some people (including me) Redhill Road
will always have a sentimental attachment. However, sentiment alone will not
secure the future.
It has been suggested to me by a handful of people that we should stay at Redhill
Road but as I said at the AGM in June (and to be repeated at the re-run) we have
to be realistic. On a number of grounds – Health & Safety, inadequate off road
car parking, lack of a connecting bus service and above all a building structure
that is time expired – long-term continuation at Redhill Road is not a realistic
proposition.
If we succeed in building new premises at Brooklands then we also have to be
realistic. The new building can never totally anticipate a future that is inherently unknowable. As an organisation, we have to take a prudent view on the
Museum needs in the medium term and balance that against what we can afford.
If we are very successful going forward (and it is a big hope that we are) we may
be able to supplement whatever be build as a new Museum with additional
facilities that add to the Museum capabilities. It is a case of being realistic rather
than static.
Finally, at the Members’ Day in March we launched the Newsletter to supplement this magazine. If you are able to, check out the website and follow the link
to the newsletter section - http://www.lbpt.org/members/index.php
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Please bear in mind that we are all volunteers and sometimes things can take a
little longer than we would all like. Here’s to a Cobham summer of enjoyment.
Peter Duplock

Chair of LBPT

Need to know something / heard a rumour – good or otherwise? Contact me:
peteraduplock@btinternet.com. Tel: 07730 987192
Major items recently before (most ongoing) by the Council of Management
(COM) – May 2007.
Items / projects.

This list is not exhaustive! Further information can be obtained from the
appropriate Council Members,
Planned LBPT Council of Management meetings for remainder of 2007 are
currently scheduled as follows:
27 June 2007
29 September 2007
25 July 2007
27 October 2007
29 August 2007
01 December 2007
These dates are subject to change to meet LBPT business needs and extra
meetings may be scheduled for urgent matters.
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Membership Update

Steve Hook

I have no particular information that could be of interest to members, except
perhaps to say that it is sad to have to lapse any membership, but it is unfortunately necessary where, after a second reminder, the subscription remains
unpaid. Obviously, in some circumstances this is unavoidable, but I feel that
sometimes it is just a question of not getting around to it. If you have decided
not to renew for some reason, please let me know.
It would be most helpful if subs. could be paid by the due date. Sending out
second reminders is very time consuming.
We extend a warm welcome to the following new members:
1240 Timothy Webb
Carshalton
1241 Alfred Hagger
Epping
1242 David Lester
Wheathampstead
1244F Keith Jones
Maidstone
1245F Stephen Bunda
Leighton Buzzard
RMC4
RMA1
RML2508
RF636
1246A Roger Rettig
Naples, Florida
1247 Mike Hurley
Canton, nr. Goole
RM7
RM2000
1248 Cohn Sanders
Battlesbridge
M1080
1249 Alec Hithersay
Bexley
1250 Cliff Edwards
Croydon
1251 David Humphnies
Hailsham
1252 Patrick West
Taunton
1253F Nick Moroz
London SW2O
1254 George Stock
Reigate
AH
1255 M Heasman
Banstead
1256 J Davies
Twickenham
1257 Brian Baldwin
Gillingham, Kent
1258 Paul Ivatt
Weybridge
1259 Guy Marriott
Bourne End
1260 Keith Ansell
Colwyn Bay
1261 M Morhing
Clacton-on-Sea
1262 Dennis Brincat
Bookham
AL
AH: Alvin Hale AL : Tony Lewis
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News from the Cobham Shop

Alvin Hale

APOLOGY:
In the last Shop News I incorrectly stated that John Aldridge was the owner of
RML 2700, on which our Cobham 2007 fund raising model was based. This
apparently was yet another one of my senior moments, for the owner of the
splendid vehicle is of course John Arundel. My sincere apologies to both Johns.
THANK YOU:
A big ‘Thank You’ to Mr Bill Miller. Prior to Longcross, Bill kindly provided
the Cobham Shop with some table extensions to expand our selling space by 15
feet. These were put to very good use at Longcross to display the remaining
donated models in the Garage Tent which was given to the Trust by Tim Bubb.
LONGCROSS:
I woke with great concerns on 1st April in anticipation of the new Longcross
venue. We had attempted, unsuccessfully, because of the strong gusts of wind,
to erect the Shop’s marquee, gazebo and garage tent the day before the event.
Fortunately our gleaming M6 came to the rescue to provide a wind shield on the
day to enable a busy band of helpers to erect the Cobham Retail Complex. M6
was later appropriately replaced by RML 2700 which duly promoted our special
event model. Visitors to the Cobham Marquee were able to meet Frank &
Brenda Joyce and the EFE team who had brought some impressive pre production castings for the 1:76 scale RT models in both pre-war (2RT2) and post-war
guises. Also on show were the attractive new range of EFE trucks plus tantalising resin castings of the forthcoming RLH and 1:24 scale Metrobus.
EFE:
I have today received the order form for the next release of EFE models. Of
these I intend to stock the models of RF 202 in Greenline NBC livery (route 726
to Windsor) and T 581 in early 1946 livery (route 715 to Guildford)
CORGI:
I understand that Corgi are currently experiencing a restructuring and there will
be a reduction in the number of models due to be released in 2007. At time of
writing the model of RTW4 (due for release in January 2007) still has not yet
been released. Hopefully the 1:76 scale Trackside models of the London
Transport service vehicle set, comprising of a Morris LD, Ford Transit van,
Bedford HA van and Ford Anglia van, will not be delayed or, worse still, axed
from their range.
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SUNSTAR:
To date there are 10 of the 1:24 scale replica of RT113 on order from our
wholesalers. Of these 8 are currently reserved for those members who have paid
a £50.00 deposit. As stated in our last magazine, there is likely to be a big
demand for this model, a brand new casting, retailing at just under £150. It is
rumoured that the RT113 model, due for release in October 2007, will be issued
on an allocation basis. If the wholesalers’ demands exceed the supplies then
their quota will be cut back resulting in the retailers being unable to fulfil their
customers’ requirements. Please let me know if you hope to purchase one of the
RT113 models, and I will increase wholesale order and do my very best to
secure one for you. In view of its rather expensive price tag I will require a
deposit of £50 to accompany your order.
NEW PRODUCTS:
The shop continues to expand its range of goods to help raise funds for our
worthy cause. 2007 has seen the introduction of London Bus Magic Towels,
Fun Straps for mobile telephones, Clip Magnets, ‘Horse Bus’ tea towels, Large
& small Teapots, Cross Stitch Kits, Thimbles, some children’s books plus a
wider range of Jigsaw Puzzles. If there are any items that you think would be
successful sellers, please let me know.
OLD PRODUCTS !!
There are still some of our EFE fund raising models available. Some of these
are now limited to single figures. Currently in stock are G103 (2004 Open Day),
DF1682 (2006 Open Day), RML 2700 (2007 April Event Day), RF 534, GS 34,
RT 1705 & RMC 1461. All are priced at £27.00 each which includes 2nd class
post to UK destinations.

FATHERS DAY - EFE FUND RAISING SPECIAL EVENT MODELS:
In addition to the two fund raising models produced for our successful Longcross event, the Trust also requested EFE to produce a further two fund raising
models to be available for our Fathers Day event on Sunday 17th June 2007.
Limited to a run of only 260 pieces, STL 2608 will be depicted in LT Country
livery, with appropriate period advertisements, on route 408 via West Croydon
and Leatherhead to Guildford, Horse & Groom. Prior to the construction of
Guildford’s Onslow Street Bus station, the 408 commenced its return journey
from Ward Street close to the ill-fated Horse & Groom public house.
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The second model, T498, is limited to a run of just 230 pieces. During the early
1950’s a number of Country Area 10T10’s were modified and repainted red for
Central Area operation. Because of delays in the availability of the new RF
class, a number of these modified red buses were used on some Country routes.
T 498 was one of these vehicles, and prior to being transferred to Loughton,
worked the 425 route between Guildford & Dorking.
Please note: there will be no facility for the trade, members or non-members to
‘Reserve’ models prior to the Fathers Day Event.
Priority to purchase models will be given to the members and visitors attending
the Fathers Day event at Cobham Sunday 17th June 2007. Purchases will be
restricted to the maximum of ONE of each model per person.
Once again: for those folk who can’t attend:
Please send a prepaid stamped addressed envelope together with a note of your
membership number and details of the model(s) you hope to purchase, to:
A F Hale, 15 The Fairway, Farnham, Surrey GU9 9BB.
If, after the event, models are available I’ll send an order form in the prepaid
envelope.
If, after the event, models aren’t available, I’ll send a letter of condolence.
Special attention will be given to our infirm or disabled members who are
unable to attend.
Members will take priority over non-members for all ‘prepaid envelopes’
received prior to the June 2007 Event day. Thereafter all orders will be on a first
come first served basis.
Potential customers will be given a week to respond, before the next batch of
invitations to purchase is sent out.

ITEMS FOR THE MAGAZINE
Contributions in the way of photographs or articles are always welcome. Please
send them to:
David Jones
3 Epping Close, Romford, Essex RM7 8BH
or e-mail to dsj672@hotmail.com
Text in Word, or any .doc format or typed, pictures in jpeg, slide or print.
Slides or photos will be returned.
Please ensure your name and address are on each item.

NEXT COPY DATE
WEDNESDAY 29 AUGUST
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Spreading the Message

Michael Wickham

Some 50 invited guests attended a reception at Longcross marking the
completion of Metrobus M6's restoration and to hear a presentation
by Chairman Peter Duplock on the latest developments at Cobham as
well as an address by our President, Colin Curtis, which included many
interesting anecdotes regarding LT's relationship with MCW during the
development of the Metrobus.
Guests included the Mayor of Elmbridge, senior representatives from
many of the London bus companies, the transport press and other media,
transport authors and historians as well as some of those who have
supported Cobham Bus Museum in recent years. The event was hosted
by the Council of Management, other LBPT officers and members of the
M6 restoration team. It is hoped that the goodwill created and the new
contacts made will lead to further support, financial and other, for the
Museum in the future. After the presentations, guests were treated to a
trip of the surrounding area in the newly-restored Metrobus,
driven expertly by Tony Lewis.
Colin Curtis addresses the guests at the reception at Longcross on 1 April
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April 1st Longcross 2007

Alan Heasman

A big thank you to all the volunteers who worked so hard to make the day a
great success, and a wonderful day for any bus enthusiast.
A special thank you to all the team leaders who remained on duty for 10 hours
or more without a break. Next year we will need a lot more volunteers as this
new site for the April gathering is such a vast area to cover.
I have started to negotiate extra parking for next year, as the meeting was so
popular that parking space was quickly used up.
I would like to thank all stall holders and exhibitors, especially the display of
vintage vehicles arranged with a lot of hard work by Sebastian Marshall. The
parade around the test track was a feast for photographers.
Finally a big thank you to the bus companies who supplied service buses.
I hope everyone enjoyed the day and will come back again next year.
A general view over the vintage parking area towards the end of the day giving
some idea of the size of the area and variety of buses and coaches.
Dave Jones
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The Gathering Illustrated

RTL 139 sets out on the route back to Longcross.

Dave Jones

Regents 3! RLHs 23 and 61 layover with RT 1431 at Longcross. Peter Starks
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Green machines! Two generations of Green Line vehicle take a breather at the
Longcross layover point, RP 90 and RMC 1461.
Mike Sutcliffe’s remarkable Barnsley Leyland S3.30.T is a reminder that bus travel
was only for the fit and able in those far off days.
Dave Jones
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Another selection from the vintage display, featuring some splendid and , dare
I say, slightly eccentric, examples of bus development. Each a credit to its
owner(s).
Dave Jones
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It’s strange how the pre-war RTs didn’t acquire a nickname like “Cyclops” or
“Nelson”, although “Popeye” also comes to mind. RT113 takes spin round
the test track, whilst this splendid BMMO C1 enjoys the space as well.
Peter Starks
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Buses Re-united! TD 95 shares a few moments at Longcross with former stablemate
LEV 917, with three of the group that still own the decker,John Shearman, Bob Elves
and John Martin. In the mid 60s both travelled widely around Europe on student trips,
including Yugoslavia where they are shown in 1966. This was the first meeting of both
since the TD left the group. For more information visit: www.leyland-bus.co.uk from
where the lower photo was taken. It’s thanks to them we have the TD now. Dave Jones
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Longcross and The Future
I apologise for a long article (it could be longer!) but the Open Day Sub
Committee had much to discuss at its review meeting on 9th May (and my
thanks to the Editor for extending the deadline!). First, let me give you the sub
committee membership for this year:
Simon Douglas Lane, Chairman, Catering, Loos, External Liaison
Norman Davey, Treasurer
Alvin Hale, Shop
Rod Lucas, Gordon Coleman: Site Control, Cobham
Alan Heasman, Site Control(Longcross/Wisley)
Debbie Morris, Revenue Control and Administration, Volunteers
Ian Robertson:Stalls until October 2007: vacancy thereafter
Steve Fennell: Bus Services(Open Day)
Peter Osborn, John Shirley: Bus Services, Display Days
Vacancy: Publicity Officer(covered by Michael Wickham until an appointment is made)
Other areas: Members invited appropriately.(Norman Davey and Chris
Wheble for Risk Assessment and Health and Safety matters)
We are now also responsible for organising Display Days : Tony Lewis is
organising the 17th June day, but we need organisers for the August Bank
Holiday event and the Hibernation Day at the end of October: if interested
please email me on simondouglaslane@tiscali.co.uk
As I embark on my 14th Open Day, it is a great comfort to hang onto the sub
committee members, and we welcome Peter Osborn and John Shirley to our
ranks: at the same time, Ian Robertson is stepping down from Stallholders at the
end of October and we thank him for his seven years before the mast. This sub
committee has a unique body of knowledge, a real asset to Cobham and so it is
encouraging to say the least that we have the wholehearted support of the
Council of Management who will leave us to get on with it and to whom I will
report on a regular basis: the liaison with the two site representatives will be left
to us and I hope to tell you in the next issue where we will be: in 2008 it will be
a two site event, with Cobham back and so it will be the Cobham Open Day
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2008 event again. Please excuse bullet points but it will help us all! Points for
you to have put before you are:
Longcross is universally popular subject to the improvements listed
below.
Hopefully a Cobham/Longcross event next year(6th April 2008)
Revenue Leakage to be addressed
Bus Services to reflect the two site configuration
If Longcross, the car parking to be on the west side of the M3 and the
park and ride to operate from there with disabled car parking only on
the main site.
A site plan to be ready for our July meeting where we will locate the
various activities and facilities based on the feedback we have received
from the 1st April event.
The Health and Safety/Risk Assessment areas will be discussed in
September and any problems on where activities have been located will
result in changes to the site plan.
Communications on site will be improved with a laminated mobile
phone directory for volunteers to have.
If Longcross, Health and Safety instructions will be issued separately
from the Ticket to Ride.
2 counting points for Revenue.
Internal and external signage to be improved (if Longcross)
Caterers need to provide more seating for their customers.
For Volunteers, we will re-introduce the reply card into the Cobham
magazine.
If Wisley, we will have to introduce Longcross methods even though
we have been there before.
As I said we also organise the Display Days: Tony Lewis is organising 17/6: he
explained at our meeting that Brooklands cannot physically welcome us on the
16th/17th June as there is a Mercedes Benz weekend , but for the other two
display days we will be able to have buses parked there and run one of our Class
V services down there: we discussed the snagging list for Display days so that
the museum looks its best and volunteers are welcome to come down a couple
of days before the event just to give the place a spruce up! I have organised the
catering and loos for the three display days. Peter Osborn and John Shirley will
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build up with archive material from Steve Fennell a template of routes for
Display Days related to the themes and with more than a passing acquaintance
with historic authenticity.
I hope I have given you all a taste of what we are about, and the sub committee
under my chairmanship boringly persists in doing all we can to make the hobby
we enjoy as volunteers as pleasurable as possible to the mutual benefit of the
Trust Ltd and us as members. We have no idea what the future holds over a
whole range of issues, but the Sub Committee exists to deliver the best possible
events for members and the general public alike so when the call comes to help
us, respond!! Here’s to a successful year: as always may I thank my sub
committee for its hard work again and the change of venue at short notice made
it more difficult than usual this year: I will report in each issue so that you know
what is going on: apologies for the length of the article!
Simon Douglas Lane Open Day Sub Committee Chairman

Cobham Bulletin

The Newsletter from Cobham Bus Museum

As you can see from the poster after the next page, we will shortly be starting a
newsletter for members of the Trust which we hope will become a monthly
publication.
One of its aims is to present news about Cobham in a less formal way than the
magazine allows and to tell members where we are planning to take vehicles or
the shop. It will also try to give those members, who are unable to visit the
Museum regularly because of work commitments or distance, some information
on what is going on there.
A pre-release issue to give you a flavour of what it might contain has been
placed in a new Members’ Area on our website at www.lbpt.org/members.
The Newsletter is presented Adobe’s Portable Document Format (PDF) and you
will need Adobe Acrobat Reader to view it. If you do not have this, there is a
link on the website to Adobe’s website where you can download it free of charge.
The name “Cobham Bulletin” is a temporary one and we are running a competition among the readers to allow you to decide on its final title. Suggestions
will be shortlisted and a vote taken to determine the new name (and the lucky
winner!)
The initial intention is to distribute the Newsletter in the same way as the
pre-release issue, by placing it onto the Members’ Areas of our website so that
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members can download it directly. If we can sort out the logistics, I would like
to move to delivery by email but we do not generally hold email addresses for
our members nor yet have any means of sending bulk emails. I also realise that
some of you do not have access to the Internet and do not wish to use the
services of your local Library or such. For those, we have decided to offer a
black and white copy of the Newsletter sent by post at an estimated cost of about
£7.00 for 12 issues. This charge is for posting to normal UK addresses only and
is only approximate because it may depend on how many members require this
service.
The online version will of course be in full colour but the costs of colour
printing are too high to offer this version by post. I feel I must add though that
if a large number of people choose a mailed copy, the logistics of actually
mailing out a very large number may make it impossible. If you can view it on
the Web, please do so. It reduces the Trusts workload and will allow the
Newsletter to grow in size. If we move to email delivery, we plan to continue
to place the latest copy on to our Website as well so that those members who
would prefer keep their email details confidential will still be able to access a
full colour version.
Included with this magazine is a form so that you can indicate the method of
delivery you would prefer with space for you to give us your email address if
you’d like it delivered by email in the future.
If you would like a black and white copy posted to you, PLEASE DO NOT
SEND ANY MONEY AT THE MOMENT but indicate your preference on the
form. We will send it to the address registered for you in our membership
records. We will contact you with details of how to pay and the final cost when
we know the numbers that require the service and can “do the sums”.
Your Editorial team are Norman Evans as Editor and David Kinnear as Assistant Editor. The contact information is given on the poster & we would be
pleased to receive any comments you may have.
If you’d like to contribute anything, ask a question or make any suggestions
about what you’d like included, please send it in. After all, it’s your newsletter
and it will be up to you to make it what you’d like it to be.
Norman Evans Newsletter Editor
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Website Members Area

Nick Abbott

Some of you may have noticed that we now have a “Members Area” on
the website, that can only be accessed by unique login – from the home
page, follow the “Members Area” link, or go to
http://www.lbpt.org/members
Login details have been created for every member of the LBPT Ltd. To
access the Members Area, all you need is your membership number (in
full), and a password – the password for each member is the last line of
your address, including any dots, but not spaces. This last line will
normally be your postcode, but for some of our overseas members, this
will be the country in which you live – have a look at the label that is
attached to the envelope that this magazine came in. The details are
correct as of March this year. If there are any problems, please get in
touch via the email address shown on the Members Area login page.
The main drive behind implementing this feature has been a way to allow
access to the new “Cobham Bulletin”, produced by Norman Evans. The
idea behind this new publication is that it is a quicker way to get
information to members, as the intension is to publish it on a more
regular basis than the magazine. It is not intended to replace the magazine, but to contain information on events that Museum vehicles will
attend, vehicle updates, and small snippets. By initially making it
available on the website only, means that there is no cost involved in
distributing it.
If anyone has any other ideas about what information you’d like to see in
the members area, please get in touch.

PASSENGERS WANTED!
Dave Joseph, owner of RF 503, is seeking passengers
to accompany him on visits to rallies. He and the bus
are based in Essex, and Dave can be contacted by
e-mail to: e2makin2@yahoo.co.uk
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MEMBERS' DAY Sunday, 11th March 2007

David Kinnear

About 120 people attended this special event, some bringing interested friends
along as well, which meant some new memberships were signed up. Thank you
if you made the effort to attend - we know that Sunday is a busy day and we
have competition from family and other activities. If you weren't able to make
it, why not put 16th March 2008 in your diary for next year now?
A varied programme of talks on different aspects of volunteering at Cobham
was enjoyed, as well as an update on our relocation prospects with opportunities
to ask questions. There were bus rides on various historic vehicles plus a
familiarisation visit to the new site of this year's annual Bus & Coach Gathering
at the former Fighting Vehicle research establishment at Longcross, Chertsey.
Colin Curtis gave a talk entitled 'History of the Development of the London Bus'
which attracted a crowd, as did presentations run by Tony Lewis, Mike Garside,
Colin Curtis, Michael Wickham and myself to those interested in volunteering.
David Mulvey did conducted tours of the museum for those unfamiliar with the
delights of Cobham, while the famous Cobham Shop was operating all day,
Alvin Hale and his team ran an exclusive second-hand sale of models plus the
usual goodies, which attracted great attention.
Free refreshments, including home made cakes and drinks were offered at Café
Cobham all day. Although there was no charge, many members partaking these
delights donated generously, so that the expenses of the day were covered with
a small surplus to funds. Congratulations to Patsy Kinnear and Belinda Wheble
who ran the refreshment stall and thanks to all those who donated home-made
cakes and rolls.
One of the main themes of the day was to connect all members who have, since
the Skills Audit, expressed interest in using their time and talents to do something to help Cobham Bus Museum. Each had been paired with a team leader
who could tell them more about a particular area of volunteering.
Over 80 members were specially invited, many who had not previously volunteered. Of these, half made the journey to see what was on offer and to listen to
the various talks. All prospective new volunteers were given a special plastic
badge by the Reception Desk team, so that the team leaders and presenters could
identify them and give them a special welcome. We tried to encourage everyone to wear a badge, including 'regulars'. As it was impossible to guess exactly
who would attend, apart from invited prospective new volunteers and
"workers", this meant that certain well-known faces who turned up didn't have
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a pre-printed badge and had to have one written out by hand! No offence meant
- as the event title suggests, everyone is welcome on Member's Day, but next
time, let us know you're attending and we'll have a badge for you.
Team leaders will be steadily following up on all who are willing to be
involved, whether or not you came to Members Day. This is quite a big job for
a small team of people and may take a while. If you are keen to help and and
haven't yet heard just email me at d.kinnear1@ntlworld.com..
Finally, my thanks to our able site controller, Tony Lewis and his team, who got
all the buses out very early in the morning arranged the props and put them back
again in the evening; to our chairman Peter Duplock who gave various presentations through the day, and to Colin Curtis, Alan Heasman, Tony Lewis,
Richard Hussey, Michael Wickham and David Mulvey for the programme of
talks and tours enjoyed by many members, lastly but not least to the Welcome
Desk crew - Peter Wall, Graham Bartlett, Michael Wickham, Gerry Job, Steve
Hook, Brian Russell, David Mulvey and Mike Garside - who did a super job.
Next year Members' Day will be Sunday 16th March 2008. Why not put the date
in your diary now?
David Kinnear - Volunteer Services Trustee
The scene inside the museum early on the Members’ Day.
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Dave Jones

The two horse buses recently donated to Cobham were first shown off at
the Members’ Day.
Dave Jones

GRAND CLEAR-UP !
Fed up with clearing out your garage or loft?
Take a break, come and do ours instead!

Saturday and Sunday
30th June and 1st July.
Clean a bus, clean the grounds,
clean the building!
For more information, contact Seb Marshall at
freewheeler_uk@hotmail.com
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Letters
From Tony Wild
We have recently visited Western Australia, and I enclose a photograph
of a Guy Arab single decker with a Gardner 6LW engine and Wilson
pre-select gearbox, which has been preserved out there, at Whiternan
Park near Perth. ( shown right)
We visited the garage of the Bus Preservation Society of WA (mc) and
were made very welcome being supplied with tea and biscuits as well as
a ride on the Guy No. 101. The bus was one of 5 1 supplied to Western
Australia Government Tramways, and has a 39 seat all metal body built
by Boltons of West Perth. I thought that readers might be interested to
see that preservation is active on the other side of the world. The volunteers were just as enthusiastic as those at Cobham, and have much work
to do on other rescued vehicles, and the Guy is a tribute to what can be
done, as is G 351 at Cobham.
From Alan Woodroffe
I have just come back from a holiday in New Zealand where I spotted RT
4189 lurking in the yard at the Foxton Trolley Bus Museum which is on
the west coast of North Island. (shown right)
Unfortunately the Museum was closed on the day that I was there, and it
was not possible to get back on an occasion when they were open, so the
enclosed photograph has to do. It certainly looks in quite reasonable
condition — unlike an RM that is being used for city tours in Wellington.

Do you have an
interesting story or anecdote to share?
All items great or small welcome, for either the
Magazine or Bulletin.
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From P Mundy
My wife and I would like to thank all those involved in this year’s gathering. It
was a wonderful day all round, dare I say the best “open day” yet? I don’t know
what strings were pulled to get Longcross, but jolly well done.
It was great to see Mr Sherington’s CR16. The last time I saw a CR “in the
flesh”, so to speak, was when, just after the war, my father, who was a driver at
EW, took me with him to Reigate garage (I think it had something to do with
his uniform.) where a lot of CRs were in store, mostly Central Area ones, along
with some other vehicles that may have been part of the LT Musum collection.
(indeed they were –Ed)
From David Lester (1242)
The unexpected appearance of CR16 at the Longcross event put the “icing on
the cake” for me – what a wonderful nostalgic sight and sound provided.
This brought back happy memories of the class at Epping on local routes in the
early 1950s. I also saw a large number of them stored in Reigate garage during
mid-August 1951, but my notebook for that year is long gone. I would be very
interested to know which CRs were stored there at that time, if anyone still has
these details.
At the Longcross event, the line up of 1930s vehicles with a background of trees
was truly inspirational. It was the best presentation I have seen anywhere for
years –many congratulations to all concerned.
CRs at RG were:
7 – w/d 1/52
29 – 1951 – w/d 11/51
14 – 9/56 in LT museum stock – sold 1967
30 – 1951 – w/d 3/51
17 – 5/52- 6/52, reinstatd at Tring
34 – 5/52 – w/d 12/52
22 – 1952 – w/d 11/52
26 – 1952 – 5/52 sold to Vass
Info from “Ian’s Bus Stop” website.

Oldreigate.com has a couple of undated photos showing a horse bus,
B340, B43, S742 and NS1995.
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The CR mentioned in the previous two letters, which was indeed a treat to see.
Will we see both preserved CRs together in the near future?

Peter Starks

Also mentioned in the letters, NS 1995, with , I think S742 behind, at Clapham
garage during its time as the Museum of British Transport. I wonder if the
admiring boy grew into someone well known in transport? Michael HC Baker
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Tony Price

Please would it be possible for you to forward the attached pic to
Graham for us - he will no doubt remember Elizabeth, my wife, taking
it.
You might wish to consider using it in the Magazine? Whilst the buses
rightfully come to the fore on these occasions, and in the magazine, it is
the people who make the events possible that are the unsung heroes. Our
favourite ride of the day was on STL2377 from Wallington Shotfield to
Mitcham The Cricketers, and Graham's cheerful and friendly manner
contributed hugely to our happy experience.
I was absolutely delighted that the Museum was able to contribute to the
day in the huge way it did - please convey our thanks to all who made
your contribution to the success of the day possible.
Picture passed on and gratefully received. DJ
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London’s Buses in Miniature

Alan Purssey

NEW 4mm scale kits from the M.B.C.

MARSHALL 1T1/1 circa 1948 kit no.4
There were many variations in the body designs to the T class buses and
Eighteen months ago the Model Bus Company released two variants of the
1T1. The rear entrance and the later modified front entrance.

The subject for the latest model is one of the eighteen 1T1’s which had the
bodies refurbished by Marshall’s of Cambridge in 1949. These buses were
all allocated to Kingston Garage (K) for service on routes 201, 218 and 264.
This model has been produced in the normal format of a one-piece resin
body with a resin seating/chassis unit. Cast metal parts include a step,
steering wheel, radiator; bonnet side, headlight/spotlight unit, and axle
retainers. Wheels are the push fit style from the L.B.C. range.
There are differences in the body design compared to the original. The deep
mouldings were once again removed creating a smoother outline, and a
double beading was added around the roofline in place of the broad band,
which Graham has faithfully reproduced. Other fine details such as body
panel beading are produced to scale proportions. Transfers of the baccarat
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emergency door handle are included and should be applied with the point
facing down on the right hand side.
Transfers are available to complete the model and are post free if ordered
with the model. This is another fine model and really captures the look of
these classic vehicles in this small scale.

TF CLASS circa 1939 kits 9A and 9B
The second model from M.B.C. that has proved to be a very popular
choice is based on the 2TF3 with a Chiswick thirty-four seat body. These
coaches entered service on Greenline duties in 1939 working out of
Romford (RE) garage.
They had but a brief service life in 1939 on routes X,Y1 and Y2 before
being withdrawn and converted to serve as ambulances during hostilities.
The 2TF2 re-entered service progressively in 1946 on routes 712,713,
714,723 and 727 as Greenline services were reinstated, until displaced in
the early 50s. For a brief period some were to see further service as
country buses. A few still in Greenline livery, while others were repainted in country livery.
Like the 1T1, the kit comes in the same format one piece-body plus
chassis unit. Cast metal parts include steering wheel, column, cab saloon
partition, roof boards nearside and offside - these differ and are clearly
marked in the instructions.
Once again the instructions include two collectable colour illustrations as
a painting and transfer guide. Transfers for the Beclawat emergency
handle are included and should be applied with the point uppermost.
Most members will be aware that the radiator was placed in the sloping
front nearside wing with the filler cap cleverly designed into the LT
bulls-eye motive, Graham has obviously spent some time replicating this
feature for together with the counter sunk headlights make this one of the
finest models to date. Transfers to complete your model in Greenline or
country liveries are in preparation and will be available soon.
Both Kits are £32.00 plus £1.00 for potage or £2.00 for two or more kits.
From the
M.B.C. Cres Mor, Perranuthnoe, Penzance.TR20 9NR.
Tel01736 711982
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R.T.C MODELS NEWS
David Eden has announced news of forthcoming new models to add to his
already extensive white metal range.
41 1939 Leyland tiger FEC/ Chiswick C34 F TF
42 1934 Dennis Ace/ B20F
43 Commer Comander1 ½ Deck coach
44 Leyland Tiger FEC Park Royal C33 F Sightseeing TF coach
209 AEC Regent /Chiswick Bluebird ST
210 Leyland Titan /Dodson body
211 AEC Regent LT “Meccano” STL
Models are not necessarily going to be produced in that order.
STOCKWELL GARAGE
If you were at Acton open weekend in March you would have seen the latest
garage kit from John Howe, the impressive Stockwell garage.
Due to the sheer size, the model comes with two bays only, for a full size
model would extend to five feet. A CD-ROM is included to enable you to print
extra bays. The CD also includes five sheets of adverts you can print to adorn
the front and sides and rear of your models. Included are 1950-60 bus adverts,
more adverts from the 1950-60 period with front and backs, rear adverts again
50s-60s, adverts taken from the new ‘London Trolleybus- A Class Album’,
and lastly tram adverts as used on the Kingsway trams. Price £18.00 incl.p/p
J. Howe36.Whitehall, road, Grays, Thurrock, Essex, RM17 5NX.
RADLEY MODELS
Now stock all John’s garage kits. They can be viewed on his web-site and
ordered on line. Each garage kit is shown with a photograph of the prototype.
LTSVplus.com
If you have an interest in LT Service vehicles past and present then this web site
is well worth a visit.
I particularly found the two articles by Clive Greedus very interesting on
modelling L.T. service vehicles in miniature. Clive’s articles include photographs to illustrate certain models he has converted and built and displayed in
typical LT surroundings.
He has listed scale models available that are suitable for conversion, with a few
notes on vehicles that have appeared and are likely to appear in model form.
There is a handy list of suppliers of the said models together with any spare
parts required to aid the modeller.
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The Bus Stop

Alan Purssey

One of the best-known pieces of street furniture has got to be the London bus
stop, it is an item we all take for granted and believe it has always been there.
Not so, nearly 108 years elapsed since the advent of the first horse drawn bus,
and over thirty years since the appearance of the first motorbuses, before any
serious attempt was made to provide stopping points for buses.
Whilst waiting for a bus one day my father once told me that buses ran on fixed
routes, and before the 1930s passengers could and did hail a bus wherever and
whenever it suited them. A bus could stop anywhere within reason to pick them
up or set them down. Could you imagine that situation today? Convenient but
it could and did play havoc with the bus schedules and as London’s traffic
increased the problem became more acute.
In 1913 the L.G.O.C. experimented with a few fixed stops. But it was not until
the 1920 that the company began to address the situation and started to introduce bus stops at the busiest places and actively encouraged the public to use
them. The L.P.T.B.in 1933 soon took the bull by the horns and began to
increase the number of fixed stops. Recognising that the stop-anywhere principle was contributing to service delays.
During 1934 London Transport began to install a modern bus shelter with
seating and provision for maps and publicity. Although of a simplified design
compared to the exotic Tram styles introduced by the L.C.C. that were installed
at major intersections, these served as a focal point for passengers to wait for
buses. Even before fixed stops were installed.
In March 1935 L.T. introduced an experimental scheme whereby stops were
placed along an entire route from Euston road to Tottenham. The stops were
either compulsory, where buses had to stop, with a white background flag, or
request, red background, where passengers could either hail the bus by the
simple expedient of placing your arm out to signal the driver that you wished
him to stop. Or if you were aboard the bus you rang the bell once to signal the
driver that you wanted to alight.
By 1937 nearly 150 miles of roads had fixed stops and L.T. continued the
strategy, either by fitting stops, along specified routes or in designated areas. By
the early post war period the whole of the L.T.s area had fixed bus stops.
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Of course with the stops came more bus shelters in a variety of styles before and
since. The war. But one of interest is the Q type introduced during the war with
tubular frames having no side or rear to them offered little or know protection
from the elements . Some of these have been saved and now stand in the
grounds at the front of the museum at Cobham.
The stops or sometimes-called flags and the post supporting them, altered over
the years. In the 1930s both concrete and cast iron were used, the latter when a
telephone was needed for the use of inspectors, as the hollow post-allowed
cable access. Apart from the G.P.O. London Transport had the largest telephone network in London.
Trolleybus and tram traction poles were utilised as a convenient and cheap form
of stop by using a wrap around bracket to fix the sign. If, as happened on
occasions, a route diversion was needed, then temporary signs could be placed
in new positions Designed to be carried in a car or van, these were usually
mounted on small concrete feet whilst the fixed sign would be covered, denoting it was temporarily out of use.
The bull’s-eye motive on the sign has remained virtually unchanged from the
early General design. The early general signs included the words BUSES STOP
HERE and carried small apertures with route numbers in them a feature adopted
at stops used by various routes.
Another feature adopted was to install timetable boards strapped to posts to
inform the public of bus frequencies. Later the concrete post was designed to
accommodate this feature, with specially designed apertures moulded into the
post to accommodate the boards. Stops in the centre area had a small red
pinnacle attached to the top of the post denoting centre area buses if the stop was
shared with greenline coaches would be denoted by both a red and green
pinnacle. Over the years lessons have been learnt and now bus stop signs are
shaped to make them more weather proof.
London is now split into zones for travellers, but in earlier days routes were
structured into fare stages and a small black plate with the words ‘fare stage’
fitted to the stop sign would denote the start of a fare stage. Fare stage charts
were carried inside the bus and displayed under the stairs by the bench seats on
the offside for the conductors and passenger’s convenience designed in a
staircase steps format were easy to understand. Depending on the interior design
some buses carried them at the bottom of the stairs by the conductor’s station.
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Another idea adopted at busier places at least, is to display the location on the
top of stop flag to aid visitors find there way around London.
To me they will always be a symbol of London, whether you are in
Barking, Uxbridge, Shorditch. South Tottenham Or Peckham,
You knew instantly that you were in the great metropolis.

STL 441 Back in Service

Roger Stagg

The Museum’s 1934 STL441, withdrawn over seven years ago with a seriously
failing body, returned to service on 6th May blinded as route 118 AK33, its post
war allocation and entered the HCVS London to Brighton Run.
Completed only on Saturday 5th, and passing its MOT just a week earlier, it
performed faultlessly capturing second place in its class, pipped at the post by
John Bedford’s immaculate Ipswich No. 16.
Unlike previous restorations undertaken professionally at a cost of over
£60,000, STL441 was rebuilt entirely by Cobham volunteers previously inexperienced in bodybuilding techniques. With unusually much of its original 1934
body in place, the decision was made to retain as much as possible rather than
construct what would have ultimately have become a facsimile. This entailed a
degree of compromise over what could be achieved, but the result, which is akin
to an LT garage rebuild, is likely to be more long-lasting than its post war Mann
Egerton rebuild which had to be seriously strapped up at Chiswick just two
years later.
Not only does it now have a sound body, but new springs and a new engine, the
last project of the late Bill Cottrell, and completed by Andy Baxter and Richard
Hussey. More astute members should look out for Bill who is commemorated
on the vehicle in an unusual way that would surely have touched his sense of
humour.
When this project began and I sought volunteers, I had to mislead them as to
how long it would take for fear that they would quickly lose interest. They now
tell me that they always knew it would take at least 5 years but were not put off.
With great regret we lost two active members during the course of the works,
Simon Lambert and Peter Hamilton, no doubt they are sitting with Bill Cottrell
inspecting the results. Bill will be repeating what he said to us every weekend
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whilst the upper deck and roof were held up on timber props: “You are very
very brave”.
All members owe a serious debt of thanks to those whose unstinting efforts
through good times and bad have made this possible. I would like to make
particular mention of my Deputy Project Leader Peter Smith who took on this
task without knowing it or volunteering. His leadership has assigned tasks and
kept the work flowing. Other crew members have been, in no particular order
Peter Wall, Brian Dabbs, Alan Trenchard, Gerry Pratchett, Colin Read, Peter
Goodfellow, Brian Greenfield, Stephen May, Malcolm Kean, Roger Shaw, Phil
Cruise, John Rawlins, Thomas Jones, Norman Davey, Alan Davidson, David
Kinnear and all those others who have assisted from time to time or whose name
I have inadvertently missed off. For this I apologise.
Thanks also go to David Kreisler for the rewiring, Ian Barrett for help on at least
a 100 items including with Bill Ackroyd the coach painting, Andy Baxter for
the spring replacement and for the MOT preparation, Paul Morris for applying
the transfers and to John Shirley and Paul Brophy for the AK blinds.

Roger and his merry men celbrateing their Brighton award with the bus
to which so much attention has been given
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Carshalton Running Day 15th April

This event saw Cobham buses out in action on the Carshalton running day.
Here RML 3 crosses the famous pond, whils STL 2377 lays over between trips.
John Stiles
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Brighton HCVS Run 5th May

“Oh we do like to be beside the seaside” chorus STan and STeLla , enjoying
a day at Brighton on 5 May. The shop went too.
Ian Jackson
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RML 3 went as well, as a tender this time.

Ian Jackson

So no apologies for showing this view again from 1974!

Dave Jones
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Memories

Tony Lay

My story starts towards the end of the thirties, when my late father, Arthur Lay, was
a single man in his mid twenties working as a driver for True Forms, the shoe people,
delivering stock to their retail outlets around South East London. His van was a small
Austin, based on the 12/4 model, and life for him was fairly orderly with a regular
run mapped out each day, using a vehicle that he kept in tip top condition; regular
washing and routine daily maintenance being his responsibility. Unfortunately this
idyll was soon to be broken, as the clouds of war in Europe were beginning to gather
and life for him was about to change, forever.
Following the announcement by Prime Minister Baldwin, that Britain was, ‘Now at
war with Germany’, my father, like so many others, knew it wouldn’t be long too
before his call-up papers arrived, beginning the process that would see him on active
service for his country. Through the maintenance my father had performed on the
True Form van and his interest in all things mechanical, he mentioned at his army
interview that he liked, ‘Messing around with engines’, suddenly he found himself
elevated to role of vehicle mechanic, assigned to the 7th armoured division, Royal
Artillery, the famous Desert Rats, where he would be looking after the good health
of anything, from cars to tanks; something he’d had no formal training for at all, but
the army didn’t see that this would be a problem!.
Chasing Rommel backwards and forwards across the North African continent gave
my father a taste of handling large vehicles on all types of terrain and the seeds had
been sown, that would shape his thoughts about his future employment when, and if,
he returned to civvy street. He and my mother had married in 1941, fitting in the
ceremony whilst he was on leave, so it wasn’t until my father was de-mobbed in late
1945 that they could really begin to plan their future, as a married couple. It wasn’t
long though, before I was on the launch pad of life, arriving in October 1946 to a city
that bore the scars of enemy action, food still in short supply and many individuals
trying to pick up lives that had been on hold for six years.
With a new mouth to feed, my father knew he needed a job that would give security
and regular pay, a return to the Austin van of True Form was not an option, it didn’t
fulfil the desire to drive something big; so enter London Transport. LT had performed miracles during the war keeping the bus service running, but now it was time
to recruit more staff, introduce new vehicles and get the transport system back to
some sense of normality. At the time the London bus man was highly respected, the
job was relatively well paid, it came with a uniform, was safe employment and of
course, from my father’s point of view, he would be able to handle something
interesting that would test his driving skills. He applied via 55 Broadway and very
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soon attended a medical, which led to him reporting to Chiswick works, having been
accepted for driver training.
My father enjoyed every minute of those early days with LT and knew that he had
pursued the right career, even though his introduction to a bus was sitting at the
controls of a very war weary, crash gearbox, STL. He very soon had the opportunity
to drive a pre-war RT, which introduced him to the delights of pre-selective gear
changing and in his words, ‘a bus that felt just right, a real thoroughbred’; it began a
love affair that lasted right up to the end of his life. On completion of his driver
training and having gained his PSV licence, he was assigned to Gillingham Street
(GM), Victoria, where he commenced his duties on the long 52 route, to Mill Hill.
Initially, his regular mount was an STL, but very soon STD’s began to arrive and
regular visits with him to the garage, when I could sit in the driving seat, added to the
stories he would tell me, this also started my passion for the London bus of the period,
which has never diminished. Victoria Garage was an absolutely fascinating place for
me as it had a basement that housed many interesting vehicles; T types used on
Greenline service, C type inter- station buses, BEA coaches and Bedford canteen
units, I seem to recall, could all be found there at some point in time; a mecca for the
trainee bus spotter. Street level though was where it all happened and a visit to the
canteen with my father allowed me to spectate, as crews indulged in conversations
that seemed to be spoken in code.
‘We travelled domino all the way from Russell Square to Whitehall’, I soon learned
this meant the bus was full over the whole distance, ‘We had rabbits all the way from
Vauxhall to Clapham Junction’ translated means, short journey passengers and my
favourite, ‘I had a Merton (AL) bus punching me up’, had nothing to do with fighting,
but related to the act of following closely behind another vehicle, but hanging back
far enough for the first crew to pick up all the waiting passengers and therefore, work
much harder. The foregoing relates to stages on route 77, a service my father was
now regularly on, although he would still perform a duty on the 52’s while doing a
rest day working, thereby getting a bit of extra cash to help swell the family budget.
As we lived very close to Vauxhall, I loved the fact that my father was now driving
on the 77’s, which meant I became a regular passenger on his bus to Raynes Park and
back, his conductress, Jean, knowing me well and never asking for any fare money
for the journey. One day though, on my round trip, I was travelling in my usual seat
behind my father, when I noticed a rather large gentleman board the bus, speak to
Jean, and then start to move down the bus asking for tickets; panic overtook me. I
looked back for Jean, but she’d disappeared upstairs and by now my legs had turned
to jelly, my stomach was extremely uncomfortable and with the bus traversing the
streets of an area, in my view, far from my home, I had visions of ending up on the
pavement with no money and lost.
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I didn’t want to admit to knowing any of the crew, because I knew they would get
into to trouble for letting an eight year old ride free of charge, but it was awful
knowing my saviour was just a foot away from me piloting the bus and didn’t have
a clue what was going on. The Inspector arrived alongside me and asked for my
ticket, at this point I was almost in tears as he watched this immobile figure,
transfixed by his stare. After what seemed like an age, he suddenly said, ‘Your
Arthur Lay’s son, Tony, aren’t you, I remember you, you were at the garage with
your Dad a couple of weeks ago, I suppose you’re trying find out what he does all
day aren’t you; well enjoy the ride and be good?’ He then turned and walked away,
but I felt physically sick and the rest of the journey was a blur.
When we reached the stand at the end of the journey, my father climbed from the cab
and joined Jean, who was now asking me why I looked so pale, I recounted the story
to the both of them and they roared with laughter, as Jean had told the Inspector who
I was and he had remembered me anyway; the journey back was much more enjoyable
My father arrived home one day and told me that his STL had been subbed
(exchanged) at Vauxhall, while on service, for a brand new RT resplendent in a paint
finish devoid of advertisements. Next day I went to the same location and sure
enough more brand new RTs had appeared over night and the days of the STL and
STD, were now numbered.
Route 77 was transferred to the newly opened Stockwell (SW) garage and my father
moved with it, driving STD’s again for a short while this garage was waiting to
receive its compliment of RTs, which were short lived too. Stockwell, with its
enormous cantilevered roof, was still having its garage surface completed when bus
services commenced from this depot, so things were a bit chaotic as the area for
vehicle movements was somewhat restricted. In addition, the whole atmosphere at
this garage felt remote and impersonal, which meant I spent very little time around
the place, a marked contrast to Victoria where everyone always had a welcoming
smile.
My father remarked that the camaraderie he had experienced in his early days with
LT had begun to disappear and the move to Stockwell highlighted the sea change
taking place, which did not auger well for the future. Thinking about another change,
on May 1st all London Busmen adopted their summer uniform, which meant my
father left his thick dark blue jacket in the wardrobe and replaced it with a long light
grey coat, with the top of his hat being covered in a white material. He was then
required to report for duty, when the traffic manager would line up all of the crews
for uniform inspection and woe betide anyone who did not come up to standard. If
my memory serves me well, a fine could be issued for any incorrect dress.
Can you imagine what would happen today, if a similar policy was enforced?
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A new uniform meant a trip to Chiswick and I would happily join my father on the
trip over to this establishment, because I could stand and watch the buses on the skid
pan; for a youngster, a very exciting experience. One day whilst visiting Chiswick,
my father noticed, in the distance, a group of official looking people studying a
vehicle and he drew my attention to them, but we couldn’t get a clear view of what
they were looking at, although the vehicle did look a bit different from everything
else, the year was 1954.

A visit to the Commercial Motor show in the same year provided the answer, with
the first public viewing of the Routemaster. Both my father and I marvelled at
this vehicle and its innovative design features, power assisted steering and
automatic transmission, for him, were a far cry from the STL and the effort that
went into wielding one of these vehicles around the streets of London. Unfortunately, the features of the RM would remain just a dream, as he was now
approaching his twilight years as a London bus driver; traffic conditions and
deteriorating labour relations were beginning to take a toll on his health and the
damaging London Bus strike in 1958 was the final straw, he left London Transport.
He never lost his interest in London buses though, especially as RM 1 appeared
on route 2 one day travelling past our home; this meant that we would both sit for
hours looking out of our front room window, trying to get a glimpse of this
remarkable vehicle. The introduction of early production vehicles on the same
route, sometime later, was the icing on the cake for both of us, plus it
improved my collection of RM stock numbers, religiously ticked off in my
ABC of London Buses, after all, through my interest, I was now a professional bus spotter! My father would often take me over to Park Royal
vehicles and hoist me up the wall adjacent to the Grand Union canal, when I
could peer into a large yard and look at rows of brand new RMs awaiting
delivery. Stock numbers were once again ticked off in my Ian Allan London
bus bible.
Although my father passed away in 1982, his interest in real London buses
never diminished and right up to his death he would still devour books that
covered the classes of vehicle he knew so well, during his days as a driver.
The London Transport Museum provided, for him, a real piece of nostalgia,
as an STL in the collection he had driven on service and this prompted
another story about the time he had to sub this vehicle, because of a problem
with the breaking system, it’s a shame though that he didn’t live long enough
to visit Cobham with me; I just know it would have triggered more moments
of pure nostalgia and transport anecdotes, which, in time, would have added
to the memories I have, of my London busman.
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